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of ſome late 


CHARACTERS. 


How the acipiitey means ap ppoimed for our Re. a 
u 


formation is become the maine tuell of our Wickedzes, 


.Lajd downe in 
i Bi ops, . 
Dumb Do0Fs. 
| Sundry Cha- )Nos-Reſidencidriess 


# tracers of Ne Men-Pleaſers, 
—%Y  , Fd Unpreathing Miniſters, that Ea: Th 
| | to damnation, 
WO candalous Living. | 
\ BY __ 6/ſe wreſting E The Scripture; 


Miſ-applying 

So turning the Truth of GOD into a-Lye, that they may 4 
$ Dif. {courage the Godly, 
2 eras theWicked, 


In which the Blind world may ſee, to their ſhame, wn: 


Satan guls them with a multitude of Miſprifions, and 
falſe ſurmiſcs againſt the Godly ; That ſo he may Barricadg 
their hearts againſt all Gogd, 


«- Faq to be knownt iu theſe times of DIO 
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LONDON, 


Princed for Zdmes Crumpe,andareto be ſoldar bis houſe in Lintle Bartholomew, 
in. Well-yard. 1643. 


NV SPOT OPOPOPOD F'Þ TWP 


SG, Ry 0e unto you Seribesand Phariſee s, Hypocrites | For ye ſhurup the Kingdome of beavien e- 
3 gainſt men ; Por ye neither got in your ſelvesneinber ſi [er ye them, that areemring, t6 goe 
*_* in. Ye have taken.g4) the key of knowledgegyc. Luk.s 52. Mar. 23. 23.-Sec more, y, 4 
kg ,647 2332452 5.27323, r0 36, Joh. r1.47,48.53. and 12.10,11., 3 Joh. 9.10. ey 

EE 2 Fer DD. :; 
\. Her watchmen are blind. They are Shepherds t/ at cannot underſland.They are all ignoram.They 
© * gre all Diimb-Dogs ; they cannot barke. They are greedy dogs that can never bave engygh. Iſa 56 
i ** 1Ogt I., See more Heb,13,17. Ezek. 3.17023. and 33.6,7.and 34.1o. Luk. 16. 2.10, 
«0 16,1 Per.5. 243340 ; 
_w_ 5 For N. R. 


Woe be to the Shepherds of Iſrael, that doe feed themſelves! ſhould not the Shepherds feed 

the flotkes? yeeat the fat, and ye cloath youwirh the wooll: ye kill them, tharare fed: but ye 

. feed not = 9, ple diſeaſed have ye not ſtrengthened ; neither have ye healed that which was 

ficke ;- neither have ye bound up that which ws broken ; nor brought againe that which was dri- 

ven away ; nor ſought that which was loſt. But pep with cruelty have ye ruled them, 

"They were ſeartered becauſe there was no Shepherd, They became meat,eyc. Erck. 34. 2. 0:23, 

-* See more, Proy.27.23. Ezek.3.17.10 22. and z 3. 647. and:34.19. Mat.13.25. Luk.16. 

+ 2, 1040 16, Joh.10.1. 3345. 10,12,13. Aft,20,28,Heb.13.17. 1 Pcr.5.2,3,4, 

5 | - 4 ForM.P.. 

'* Prophecy no more at Bethel, for 1t 14 the Kings Chappell,and it is the Kings Court ye Amos 
xg 13- We preach mot owr ſelves: but CHRIST FESUS the LORD, tyre. 2 Cor. 4: 5. 
k My ſpeech and ny; preaching ws not with the int1cing words of mgns wiſdome : but in demon-" 
< < rep of the Spirit, «nd of Power," ' That your fatth ſhould not ſtand in the wiſdome of mef,, but 
£"In the power of 60D,1 Cor. 2.45. Secmore 2 Cor.2.i7. andy; 2. and 10.45. Joh, 5. 
£ 743.Phil.1.15,16, 1 King.22-13- | 
5 For S. M, 


#::7 Thougwhich teacheft another, teacheſt eheu nor thy ſelfe ? Thon, that preacl'eft a man ſhould 
Z ©: jor fleale, doſt thou ſteale ? Thowthat ſaift a man ſhould not commit adultery, doft thou commit 
5. ? <c.Rom. 2.210 25. From the Prophers of Feruſajem # prophaneneſſe gone forth- 
Pr todllthe Land. Jerem.23.15. Looke Levit.10.3.Plal, 59.16,17, | 
288 EN, 6 For UM. - | 
_ They juſtify the wicked for reward and take away the righreoufneſſe of the righteous from them 
_ Ifai:5.23; Je ſlay the ſoules, that ſhould not dye ; and fave the ſiules alive that, ſhould not live ; 
*. by 29; ing to my peeple , "that beare your lies. With your lies, you bave thads the hesrrs of the 
Cighteou ſad, whom Thave nat made ſad ; and ſtrengthened the hands of the wicked ; that hee 
« ſhould not returne from his wicked way ; by pramiſmng bim life, Ezek.,13. 19.22. The leaders. 
of my people cauſe them to erre ; and they that are led by them are deftroyed. Iſai, 9.16. Looke 
» more1 King.22:23. Jer.5.31. and 8.10.11, and 9.3. and 14.14, and23.2,3.9:10418 ' 
'  13>1415,16,17, 21,24. 26,27428,29.32436. AQt.20. 29,30. | 
= 7 7 For the People, - -- 
"> Beleeve not every Spirit: but ry the Spirits, whether they are of GOD. Becauſe many fue 
Prophets are gane out into the world, x Joh 4.1 . Beware leſt any man ſpoyle you through Phile- 
fuphy and vaine deceit ; afier the Tradition ofmen; after the Rudiments of the werld ; and net 
ajtex CHRIST, . Coloſ.248, See more Joh.5-43-and 7.17, Mat. 24, 11:24» Rom, 16. I7s 
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Characters of L. Biſhops, Dum Dogs, Non-refidenciaries, 
' Men-pleafers, Unpreaching Miniſters, 8c. 
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T is the Abſtraft of Religion, To imitate him, whom we war- 
- ſhip, Neither are we worthy ro be called Chriftians, except 
we imitate CHRIST, and ſquare our lives, according to t 
”- Rule of his Word, Whence Linacre, reading upon the New 
Teſtament the 5,6 and 7. Chaprers of Saint Matthews Goſpel ; 
-and comparing thoſe rules with Chriſtzans lives, hee threw 
downe the Booke, and bur forth inco this Proteſtation; Ei- 
ther this is not GODS Goſpel: Or we are not Chriſtians, And'cet- 
RATESEID -inly, if che Tith ofus be Chriſtians, who. call our ſelvesfo ; 
there are abundance of Chriſtians in Hef, For what cyes cart bur run over, to (ee; for 
the moſt part, what lives men l{ead? | 
Now what ſhould be the reaſon ofthis? For ic may move wonder to aſtoniſhment, 
fince we cannor- be ignorant of whar GOD requires in his Word : For every howfe 
hath a Bible, which plainely ſhewes, that we need no other ground of our lat- and 
heavyeRt doome, then, Te bave not given: ye bavenot viſired, yt. Mars 25, 41. to 46. 
” And CHKIST hath continued his Goſpel among us now above foureſtore yeares, with 
ſa:h ſupply of Able Miniffers, that no Nation under heaven may compate with us, 
Having often and ſeriouſly thought of ir, I tad, thar the onely cauſe, why ſo ſew are 
Reformed, is The many advantages, which Satans inſtruments have, in rempring ro 
leudnefle, above GODS ſervants, in perſwading ro holinefſe, Some whereof: are 
Theſe, which I can but name, being injoyned to contraft a large Volume, - within the 
com paſſe of a ſheer or two of Paper. Oh! that we couldminde them ſo mach as they 
conceme'us ! | fat 
Firſt, Sarans inſtruments are farre more in number, For, whereas few haye the eou- 
rage toexhorrothers unto holinefſe, Saran, (who is tiled in Scripture, The God 
this world; 'The Prince that Tuleth inthe aire ; and that Spirit which worketh' in al the 
children of diſobedience, Epheſ. 2.2.) hath his remprers in every comer As Where ſhalt 
@ man come, - and nor- findſeducers, namely Drunkgrde,ot Swearers, or Adulterers, ot 
Idolaters, or Sabbath breakers, or ſrofſers ar Religion, orÞerſecuters of the godly, and 
the like # who ſednce both by voyce, and by example, and are ſet on worke by Sa- 
tan, as Apprentiſes by their Maſters ; yea, he filleth their hearts, Job,x 3.2. ſtrercherh 
forth their hands, Revel. 2.40, and opens therr mouthes, Mat,t6.23, ſpeaking my and by 
chem, as once he did by the Serpent, Gen.3.I.4. | 
2. A;Saran harh many remprers ro ſer upon us: ſo he hath diverſe and ſundrywayes 
(through mens hel pe re heguile'us: many firingsro his bow, that, if ſome- breake, 
thereſt may hold; Yea,like a cunning Engineer, he can inventfiew DiſÞrument/,actor- 
ding rothe preſent occaſion ; and he inyenterh all he can, and pars in praftiſe all that 
he invenierh. BET hk: 
. Sa ans ſervants are more bold, ſubtle and induſtrions in rempring to lewdneſſe, 
than GODS people are,in perſwading ro holineſie, Ws 77 6:49 
Dis A 2 he If 


——e—— oiibeing we - , . Pp | _ P «wh . 
_ 27 The niany advantages that Satans Inſtraments have, ec; 
4 If they cannot win men to hell by faire meaner, they will uſe foule : If they cans 
Bot intjce, they will ſeeke to inforee men to fin with chem, . _ - 
©-4:8.' An vill ſuggeſtion is more ready at hand, than a good. 
_ +6. We are more prone by nature, to follow evill counſellthan good, 
-- 7; Fhe world{like Fae}) begins with m7/ke, and ends with an hammer, whereas 
CHRIST keepes backe che good wine uniil afterwards, and makes his ſervants breake 
Mir faſt with the rod. Luk 9.23. ; $27 a wp 265 wes (ul Ae 

8. The devill and his inſtruments can ſo delude the judgements of naturall men, that 
they ſhall neicher ſee any ching defirable in a Religions Hifegnor give creditto any thing, 
char the godly affirme, Yea, they ſhall eſteeme Religion no better than fco/iſhneſſe, x 
Cor. 1.1 ol yu of Rb dag SB 

. . 9. They canſo foreſtall them with prejudice againſt GODS people and goodnefſe, 
by their flanders and aſperſions, that they ſhall reſolve neyer to be religious, ſo long 
as they hye. ; 
xl - Whereas they that turne ro GOD, barre themſelves of afl finfull delights and 
pleaſyres, yea are reftrained in their very thoughts: Their Diſciples may ſatishe them- 
ſclve#and rheir luſts ro the full, and be applauded for ir, 

II. Satans fervants have farre more peace with him. than the godly : for ke fights 
not witch his owne ſaubjeQs or ſouldiers« 

. 42. They arc at peace with:the- world: forthe world laves her owne, but hates, 
ours, and. perſecutes all that are chofen our of ir, Fob. 15,19. 

13. They have farre more peace with their owne hearts than the godly :. for theic 
Confciences, being brawned with the cuſtome of fin, are caſt intoa dead:ſlegp by Satan; 
they never checke them, doe they what they will ;. nor are they cver-troubled in mind, 

as many ſcrupleous fooles ares. 
' T4. Sarans fervantsare better proficients under him, and thrive more in fin, than 
GODS ſeryarcs can.doe in grace; becauſe, | 
Firſt, He ſo -blindes their eyes, that the /ight.of the glorious Goſpel cannot ſhine unto 
them, 2 Co7.4e 344. 2 Thef. 2.9, 10. 
Secondly,.When he fers upon any poore ſouleghe ſhews the baite,hides the hooke; 
fetting nothing appeare to the eye, but pleaſurc,profir, andſeeming happineſſe, 
\ Thirdly, Cuſtome bringeth fino be fo familiar, that the hoccorofic is turned in- 
to deli F1-3 
I iy IB CHRIST hath inftinted as a remedy, to prevent the: ſpreading of 
fin,and a meanes of converſion from fin, That all notorious offenders (when neither 
admonition, nor reprehenfiorfwill ſerve ro reclaime them) ſhould firſt be ſeparated 
fromthe company of BeRevers.; andin cafe they ſtill remaine obſtinate, Fhould be de- 
tivered unto Satan, for the deſt ruftion of the fleſb, thaxthe ſpirit may be ſaved in the day of 
the LORP FESUS, Aut. 1841510 19. I Core 5-5 2 Theſſ. 3.14- Which was the pra- 
ftice of che primitive. Church: Now by an.equaltbounty to the godly and wicked, 
there js an equall incouragement to godlineſſe and iniquity ; which is a greater advan- 
rage to Satangthan any ofthe former. 4 : : 
'ObjeF. Bur you willſay, CHRIST hath-his Miniſters ineyery Patiſh, to preach 
for him: whereas Saran hath none. . 
Anſw. This is the miftake that undoes us : For,did we, according to our Saviours 
rule, judge righteous judgement, and not after. the appearance onely, John 7. 24. We 
ald finde, that as once.in 1ſiael, 1.King. 18:22. & 2 2.6,7. 32, 23, 24 Sonow-in 
England, Satan hath a more numerous Clergie than. CHRIST himſclfe : and chat they 
edifie more ro deamnetion, than CHRISTS faithfull Miniſters can doe to ſalvation. New 
ther is Saran ſo mach beholding 10 any men alive, as ro them, For, although all wick- 
edmenatc feed If the ſame old Serpent, Gen.3,15, And children of the Devill, Job, #% 
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4-7 is Of Dumb Dogs, $0 3 
And fo reſemble and imiturhim in tempting ro fin, and drawing to perdition: yernone 


- 


- © have ſohelprrofill hell, and ro people thar infernall Kingdome, like falſe prophers in 


fedacing, either by their vitious lives,and ſerpentine preaching ; orin berraying by theix 

nor Preaching, or fruitleſſe and unprofitable Preaching. And therefore, when Saran 

would appeare diſguiſed, he transformes himſelfe into one of theſe Angels of light, 2 Cor, 

I 1.1 3,14-And alwayes chooſerhthem to be his inftruments to rempr, rather chan other 
men, becauſe they in regard oftheir parts and eminency, are more fit for it than any other ; 
as of all the creatures, which GOD made, Saran choſe rhe Serpent to be his infirumenc 
co tempt Eve, becauſe It was more ſubtle than any beaſt of the field, Gen, 3,1. Bur firſt rake 
a view ofthem, and rhen ſay, whether Satan be ſs much beholding ro any men alive, as 
eo his Chaplaines, whether he hath any ſervants, thar doe him ſuch fairhfull ſervice ; any 
| Faftors that make himſuch a returne of ſoules ; any Generals thar ſubdue ſo many ſoul- 
diersro him ; any Advocates, that plead ſo hard for him, as his Minifters of the Clergy; 
whick may be marſhalled _ Two Bands, viz. | 

I. Non-preachi Toy 
2: Cheating Fac inſters. 

Of which ſeyerally : Bur with a difference. For, as touching the firſt ſorr ; becauſe 
they arc leffe principall (in that flarvingthe people ſeemes nor alrogether ſo bad, as py- 
ſoning them) Iwill onely deale with them, as our Reverend Judges doc with editions At- 
nernies; callthem to the Bench ; Pitch them over the Barre; Pur our their names from 
the Roll,and lerthem goe. | | 

Now non-prea ching Miniſters ate either 

T Dumb Dogs, 
z Non- Reſidenciaries,and Double- Beneficed men, or 
3 Men-pleaſers. 
- Asfor Lord Biſhops, Thold them fitrathcrto be ranked with unpreaching Miniſters, 
though they are the principall of both kind-, | 

- Firſt, Dumb Dogs be ſuch, as are Tongue-1yed, and (for the moſt part)hand-tyed alſo; 

andcannor Preach for inſufficiency.” Their place hatch ſer them to charge: bur they have 
neither powder nor ſhot, Perhaps they can ſiarle againſt ſuch as doe; and brow- beat GODS 
people: but that is all, Indeed they are skilfull in Fleecing, though unskilfull in feeding- 
the Flocke ; as it was ſaid of Gefſ#ty Biſhop of Lincojne; being; as the Propher ſtiles chem, | 
' Greedy dogs, thatcan nevet have enough, Iſay 56. 10,11, Now thefe barren-rrees, that 0c- 
' cupy the roome, where betrer rrees might grow, . are noronely liable tro a fearefull curſe, 
Luk. 13.7, But have made themſelves guilty ofthe blood ofthe LYRDS-people, intaking 
upon them to be their Capraines and CenduFers, and yethave noskill ar all; in managing 
of Martiall affaires, But why ſhould Iſpeake ro theſe ? Commonly when men are Duns, 
. they are deafe roo, And admit they be more then ordinarily ſenſible of their bellies: yer 
the belly hath to earer. And-thereforE1 will leave them to their Judge, who hath already 
pronounced their doome, Exek. 22.31. Zach. 11.17. Jer. 23. 13. 15,19920.34.One- 
ly I will ord them the privileage, .to Zead the Troupe,as led the Souldiers. 

Secondly, for Non-Reſidenciaries and Double benefic'd-men.( whoſe namber is very - 
great; ſome ofthem attending about the Court, ſomein Biſhops houſes; ſome: lyingin 
London, and ſome in the Univerſities) they can, and (leſt chey ſhould loſe their /vingty 
doe Preach: But, withall they are ſo idle and negligent, that it is but about once « fuarter, - 
or once a Moneth: And then;to /itr]e,or no purpoſe, For, as they neither aime- ar GODS 
glory, nor the edification and converſion of their hearers, bur their owne credit, profit, and 
preferment : 89/their people are neither inſtruged in the myſteries of ſalvation; nor any 
whit reformed in their Lives. 

Indeed, That may ſeeme to make them more-excuſable than the-former:But in rruttythey- 
aremore criminall; as the ſervant, which knowes, and is able 20 doe his Maſters will, ifhe 
os ir nor, is worrty «f dowble friper, Poo out ate cadt= Popes Rn, 
"_- 3; | . 
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A of Men-pleaſers, 


+who are committed ro.their charge. For whar difference berweene Not-Sdving, and De. 


ftroxing? Not to water a Plant, when it is dry, is to Kill it; And, the fice is as well put our 
by the SubtraFion of fewell, as by Powring Water upon it, The Advocate, that is retained 
to plead, berraies the cauſe, by his Voluntary S7lence, 

Bur Can they, or Can they nor Preach oftner 2 If they Can; They are Traytors to the 


' people. The Watchman, that dorh not ring the ABsrme-Bell, ar the approach of danger, 


betraies the Ciry.co the enemy, Ifthey Cannot ; They are Traytors ro CHRIST, He 
that will take upon himto be a Leader, when he cannot inſtru the people of GOD jn 
the Spirimall Warfare, berraies the truſt that was commited ro himgand gives great advan- 
tage to Satan, ard his miniſters, who arefarre more induſtrious in their generation, Eſay 5, 
18. Matth. 13.25. Rev. 14, 11. Indeed it's moſt probable they Can, bur /ilnor preach 
ofiner, ont of policy ; For as Demoſthenes had a greater fee for being Silent in a Cauſe ; ſo 
many of them have gercen prefermenr, by their Rarzy, or rather Nuſiyy of preaching. 

O#je, Bur they have Curates, that preach for rhem; ro whom they allow meanes, 

Anſw. They allow them meanes, either becauſe they cannot helpe K;.0r to fulkll the 
Proverb, & teale a Gooſe, and ſtick downe a Feather. _ 

As for their preaching by a Subſtiture ; Ir is as good a Diſcharge oſrkeir Charge, as if one 
ſhould marry @ wife; under hope to obtaine Iſſue of her, by anether man, Beſides ; The 
Hireling cares not for the Sheep, Joh. 10, 13. They arc nor bis owne. And what minds he, 


. Wherher they be Eqtyos Leane ? A mercenary Advocate laokes onely rg his. Fee; let his 
Chents Cauſe ſtand or fall, it is all oneto him ; fo long as he hath his maney, Whegxefore 


theſe, thar feede their locks, by their Deputies, .may juſtly feare, that G OD will ſerve 
them hereafter, as they ſerve him now. They ſhall be ſaved by cheir Deputzez, but damned 
in their owne perſons, And is it not* juſt that they ſerving G OD altogether by another, 
ſhould be ſaved altogether by another? Bur this point of Non-Reſidency being ſo com« 
mon, and withall ſa gainfull,is aver-hard to be conceofted : Y ea Pallas, with all the. Graces, 


. may call Briarewus with his hundred bands, to bind this, Jupzter, andall in vaine . Forgſhauld 


CHRIST in his awne perſqn, admoniſh them as he did'the covetows Phariſees, the y 
would Iaugh him to ſcorne, Lnke 16.14. | 

3- The next in order are Men-pleaſers, which are of fundry ſorts. 

x. Some whereof onely affeft cyrzofity of marrer: As it is the fooliſh ambition of 6n- 


 Bleft underſtandings, co be moſt prying incothings that are ſecrer, and ro flight that which 
theyate injoyned r9teach ; whoſe Metaphyſical Speculations, Frothy Inferences ,, Curious, © 


Idle, Abſurd, Brain-ficke, Uuine, Unprofitable, and Enigmatique Queſt ions and Intricaſges, 
ſo ſwarme in their -braines, and boyle out of their unſcummed witsgthat they are withour 


*, meaſure or end, But by this means, in reaching their people Myſterres, before they know 


Principles, both Paſtor and People preſuming to be wiſe above ſobriety, become Fooles, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeakes, Rom.1. 2.2. 


- 


2. Others areno lefſe addited ro [ingularity. And theſe, as they can deviſe new and 


unheard-of Principles, Dedirines not once mentioned in the Scripture: 80 their braines are 


Rillcravelling to bringthemforth ; knowing that a new faſhion doth nor inore rake with 
your proud Gallants, then a new Opinion dorh with many ignorant hearers, Bur it is the 
bumility of the beſt judgements ro apply their ſtudies to rhe confirmation of received truthy, 
and the meekneſſe of bleſt underſtandings to diſaffett ſengularities, == | : 

>. Athird fort, are your Aminomian Preachers, who are all for Fail, and aſſurance, with- 


our.once doubring :nothing for Prayer, Repentance, and new Obedience. Thele ſo preach ' 


CHRIST and. the Goſpel, that they: make the Law ro be of no uſe; and labour ſo 

much to ſer up Juſti fication, that they preach downe, and quite ovenhrow Sandificte 

t70n, 

_ | 4. Another ſort are all for 0rder and Decency : (though themſelves live moft diſorderly) 

For the maintenance whereof, they beſtow their whole Talents of Time and Study.Now 

the(c alſo are wiſe above ſobriety ; But another way 3 For, as the yewes Were not contene 
- os | l 
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' .Of Non-reſidenciaries | 5 


*h ſach Rulers asG'O D had appointed: them, bur they wonld have a King like the 
Gentiles : ſo rheſe are nor content with ſuch Lawes as CHRIST hath appointed them, 
but they will have Traditions like the lewes, Yea, they can deviſe better Orders, berter 
Lawes, berrer ritles, better callings, berrer diſcipline, &c, then CHRIST hath deviſed 
himſelfe. But what ſaith our "a4 Every Plant , which my heavenly Pather hath not 

lanted, fball be rootedup,Manhat 5.13 . 

& _—__ you note ir Theſe Miniſters inſtead of pleading G O DS cauſe, plead only the 
Biſhops: and in licu of ſeeding their flocks with the fubſtantiall food of the Word, they 
onely preach for Ceremonies and humane invennens. And he reaſon is : They gapefor pre- 
ferment; and this isthe way to it, Indeed as Iudas would have his Coverouſneſſe takenfor 
Charity, lobn 1 2. 5, 6. And the Pharrſees their Cruely thought Pjety, Man, 23. 14. So 
theſe Hypocrites pretend onely their great zea'e of the Churches good, 

Nor is this kind of preaching more generall and gainfullthen iris popular, Forche mul- 
titade much applaud them for ir; which is all the uſe they make of ſuch Sermons; Onely 
ir edifies them intheir ſuperſtirious formality,and ſtirres them up with great zeale, to 
rafle againſt all, that are berter informed; which is the onely marke, at which thoſe Sophi> 

ers aime, 

f 5. Others there are, that preach nothing to their people, (what ever their auditory 
be) bur Controverſte, that onely pleaſeth chemſelves, and ſome itching cares, Therefore, if 
ic pleaſe nor others, they may rurne the buck/e of their girdle, For to preach againſt fin and 
ignorance, to diſcuyer Satans fraragems, and the like, were ro thwart the nr of their 
peoples wils, and their owne ſtudies. I blame nor the preaching of it, but the preaching 
of ir oncly, Bur wharis the effeRt of this their preaching ? Their ſimple hearers ſo luſt 
aſcer fruitlefle knowledge (for ſo it is comparatively) that they ſeldome finde any roome 
for that which they ſhould know ; as Repentance, Regeneration, Faith, and the like. Yea, 
in buſying their heads abour the higheſt marrers, their aſpiring wits mount ſo high, that 
they fall againe, like Babel; andrunne into Dowbr,, whiles they ſeeke for Reſolutions, ree- 
ling from Religion ro Relrgron; like'a drunken man , from wall to wall, they go to andfro 
ſeeking and ſeekmg which isrhe true Chutch ; like them which ſought afrer E/zzs his bo« 
dy, and found it nor; or like thoſe blind Sodomites which wearied } emſelves to find Lors 
doore, yer could not find it, As 1 know ſome, who a" a all cheirtime in reading of 
Controverfte, yet have ar this houre their Religion rochuſe, / 

| 6. Another forr of Men-pleaſers, are ſuch as preſerring Abana' and Pharpat before the 
River'of lrdan , chuſe rarhet to fe2drheir people with the Onzons and Melons of humane 
ſpecularians, then with the ſpirituall Manns of GOD3 Word, 'Which is the cauſe their 
hearers have ſuch leane and hunger Narved ſoules, - There be a world af unhallowed Di. 
vires, that being ſent to ſue for & O D, wooe ſor themſelves, For all their aime and end 
is, To ſer out their Learning and Reading , and 18 breed admiration of their wit and -worth.. 
Whence their Sermons are ſo r1chly compounded of all Arts, and Daptod ſo full of Authori- 
rier from Poets, Orarors, and Philoſophers ; and ſo ſtuft with rich, magnificent, pompowt#, ati. 
painted words, well-couched phraſes,  01at6ry Figures, and Patheticall Metaphors (Foe 
they runne all upon Meraphors ; and by their good wils, ſfeake nor withpur a' Figure. ) 
Together with Hebrew, Greeks, and Latin Sentences ; T hat no Roome can be afforded for 
Scripture. Yea, they Scorne the Grave Eloquence, the Srateh Plainneſſe, the Rich Povey« 
ty ; that Humble Majeſty, thar ſhines in the Szmplicty of the Scriprre, The Contemprible 
Cqurſneſſe of Seripmre-Plaaſe grates their Delicate Eares, and offends their qQueaſie ſtomachs. 
For'they are nor able ro Peiſe, (and ſo nor ro Praiſe) howin Fewneſſe of words, there js 
Fulreſſe of Matter : Thar they are Thick and Short, Pithy and Patheticall ; Briefe, and yer 
Full; Conciſe, and yerCleare; Careleſſe, and yer Accurate, Which men, if they cannor in- 
ſtrut G O D, how to deliver his mind berrer : yer they are not ſo Well-pleaſed with the 
SPIRIT S way of Expreſſion,as with their Owne; when delivering their Words by Weight, 
and Drawing their Norons into Knots, and Borders ; placing them like Checquer, or Fret- 
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worke ; driving their Clauſes to ſo Even 4 Cadency, chat they falta a Iuft -rcefure and 


ſound. 
And to give them their Due; Their Diſcourſes are ſo Curtouſly Courh'd, ſo Neath Starch'd 


and ſet : Their Words ſo Ranked, and meetly Marſhall d,as ifthey were « Kinne ro Him,whoſe 
Name is, Six- Hundred-Sixty-Sig. 

And yerexcell they never ſo much in wit, learning, order, clegancy and phraſe : Ad. 
mit they deliver their words in Waxe, with a Soring-ſubliyzity, of high Straines, and Choice ' 
Compoſures ; Though ir move Great DeleHation of affeion; Suppoſe they tranſpore 
their hearers with the wind of words, and flouds of eloquence:yer they are but Frothy and 


Paine Preachers: yea they preach nomore in realiry, then Harpocrates the Egyptian, whe 


was alwayes painted with his tinger in his mouth : For as every ſuund is not Muſick: ſo 
every Sermon is not Preaching. A maine end of Preaching is Converting, as the end of 
Fiſhing is Catching, Burt their Sermons tend to.no ſuch end, Well may theſe Cobwebs 
of wit and learning be curious and admirable for their finenefſe of thread and worke : 
but they arc of no ſubſtance or profit to the ſoule, As for their converting of a finrier, or 
building up of a Chriſtian, they know nor whar ic meanes. As let me appeale to their own 
Conſciences, whether in all their lives they have ſo much as Civilized, or Philsſophized 
one drunken, debauched, and vitious liver, by this their manner of preachtng, Or can 


any one of rheir Applauders ſay : Such a man hath made me an Hater of vice, and a Lover 


of vertue? No: for their Sermons doe not more pleaſe rhe earegthen rhey ſtarve the ſoule; 
heing like thatGo/den Banket, which Caligula ſer before his gueſts, which onely delighted 
the eyc, bur neither pleaſed the palat,nor ſatisfied the ſtomach, So thatro ſpeak rightly, 
T hey Coſenthe world with Copper for Gold ; with Glaſſe for Pearl ; with Seeming for 
ſubfance ; and ſell us breath, for the bread of life, ro firengrhen us ; and froth in ſtead of 
Cordiall and Celefliall water to comfort us. The Prophet that hath my word, let bim ſpeaks, 
my word faithfully. What is the Chaſfe to the Wheat, ſaith the LORD? Fad 23.26, Or if 
the hungry ſoule finds any thing in their Sermons ro feet upon, it is bur like a meale of 
Crafiſh, where is much picking, very little meare ; Or as 2 banket of Kickſhawes, which 
neither makes good bloud, nor begers ſpirits; neither ſtrengthens the finewes, nor increa- 
ſeth the marrow; but onely procures luſt , makes the belly Aatuous and ſwels the 
body. 
| Ineed not fiand to amplifie ir. You finde in your owne obſervation and experience a 
ear differenee betweene theſe Speculative P reacker5,and experimentall Divines. As heare 
the one, that ſpeakes ſpiriruallchings in ſpirictuall words, with ſpiricuall devotion and: 
zealc ; and you will be ready to ſay with thoſe Diſciples going ro Emmaus : Did not our 
Hearts burne within , whiles he ſpake? Luke 24. 33. Or with thoſe, Matth. 7.29. He 
(prakes with authority, and not as the Scribes : Or with him the Apoſtle ſpeakes of, 1 Cor, 
14.24, 25. who hearing the ſecrets ofhis heart made manifeſt, being convinced,fals down 
and worſhippeth, ſaying, God is inhim of a truth. Whereas heare one of theſe Specula- 
1ive Divines preach, perhaps like a diſcourſe of Phibſophy read, rhe Invention , the Elo- 
guence, and the Pertinency doth preſently move you, and tickle your ſpirit : Bur therc is 
nothing moyeth or pricketh your Conſcience : For it isnot to it they ſpeak, 

I know nothing pleaſeth the carnall care more then variety :, And that fomachs 
which within one moneth are weary of Manna, ſet more by Sallats, and Sauces, and Kick- 
ſhawes, flaſhes of wit, then_Subſtantialf food, the Wordof G OD, And let ſuch a Co9- 
rimtbian Preacher ſpeake che Abortive figments of his owne braine ; yer their ſaperſtitious 
applauſe ſhall be | Vox De7] The voice of GO D, and not of man, Aft 12,22, For it is 
firange to ſee how ſuch an Orpheus by his Melodious harping will draw theſe ſtones, Birds, 
and Beaſts after him ; ir being their manner to arrogate 10 the Inftrument, and derogate 
from the Agent. | 

Indeed, they have ſmall cauſe ro joy in it: For, though they gaine this app'auſe from 
men as carnall and graceleſſe as themſelves , who are ſpiritually blind: yer the ſolid and 

more 
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' ware judigious know, thar a Minitter with a female wit 15 the worſt Hermaphrodite ; ang 
that theſe are no more like Sermons, then Mrchals image of Goats-haire was like David. 
Whichyert is ro be underſtood of the beſt of rheir Sermons, For it's poſtible ſome of 
them way be harmlefſe, though unprofirable, reſembling the herb John, which being pus; 
- into potrage, givesno raſte at all, good or bad, bur an excellent colour ; whereas roo of- 
renin ſtead of diſcovering of and rebuking for finne : Lam. 2.14. (which is the fiſt ftep 
tending to edification and converſion) they flatter the people in their finnes,' as thoſe 
Confederates of Corah did I/fael. The Congregation is holy enough, Num. 16. 3. Or preach 
peace unto'them, as the Serpent to Eve. Nee ſhall not dieat all, Gen., 3. 4, 5. Or promiſe 
them good ſucceſſe in an evill way, as thoſe foure hundred Prophers ro Ahab. Goe up and 
proſper : for the LORD fhall deliver 7t into thine hand, 2 Chron, 18. 17, Which the Holy 
GHOST cals, Dawbing with untempered morter, Exek. 22.%8, Yea, they will raxe ano- 
cher of indifcrerion, that preacherh che plaine truth; and applies'it home : So thar finne is* 
rather increaſed, then curbed ; and their heaters rather infefted, rhen infirufted by rheir 
preaching : being good onely to infet young mens wits, as Plutarch ſpeaks of the Poer 
Te5rtews. For as Spiders,with a wonderfull Art,ſpin out of their breaſts, curious threads 
and cobwebs :S0 theſe beger and weave fubtile ſnares with their wir, whereby their peo- 
ple fare, as one that whers his knife npon a chalkſtone, which doth nor ſharpen ir, but ra- 
thermake ir more dull, and blunt. True; They perceive ir not, becauſe theſe Melodious' 
preachers, like ſome curious Cook rhat- (by yariery of fauces to pleaſe the raſt,) martes 
wholſome meares,and helps unwholſome . They can pleaſe ſenſuall hearers better with: 
Aartery , then others can doe with truth : Who , .of all enemics, are the deadlieſt, 
For | 
1. Eicherin furthering ſinne, or in ſmoothering ir, they betray the peoples ſoules, Or, 
2: In ſtead of edifying to ſalvation,they edifie ro damnation, being very rhetoricall to 
diſcourage the godly, - incourape the wicked; For all their excellency of efoquence is 
uſet,notin adorning good, hut in colouring thar which is evill;- in putting hatefall mat- 
rer into good Janguage :for the fame diſcourſe, liktthe ſame mear z may be delicious'to 
the palate, and ro the ſtomach deadly: and wit and learning, if it be not ſeaſoned with hu- 
miliry and love, is but Armata Injuſtitia, as Ariſtotle fpeakes : like a ſword ma mad mans 
hand, or like a lowing Edde, or high-ſpring tide, without bankes to limit the 
water. J 34 | | | | 
And doe not many of cheſe Preachers reſemble Curi9, who was moſt' witty wicked, 
and'moſt fingularly eloquent in mifchiefe, againſt che good; being (like ani Over-grown - 
Toad,which catries a jewel in her head, but poyſon in her hearr;which makes their mouths 
ſo overflow: with pride and choler againſt the good. 
+2, Or, ifthey preach nor wickedly, in flattering, or furthering of {inne.; yer, as be- 
fore; they preach unprofiably : as if they were reſolved ro connive at finne , as feeding 
their locks rather with'words, thenmarter: as caring onely to.pteafe;'\nor:ro informe ; 
forming their voice'to the liking of their hearers, nat theit hearers judgemenr'to the yoice 
of CHRIST, in the Goſpel; and ſtriving morero make them in love-with the Tea- 
cher, then with the Leſſon, Becauſe they ſtand more upon their owne credir , then their 
peoples benchr, , 
4- Or, ifchey Jabour to hill the head with! knowledge, they leave the heart empty of 
grace; ſpending rheir time exher in Curio Queſtitns!} and'vaine-Fpecalarions;” which 
kind of preaching'tends 'rather-ro mirth, then godly edifieation 48 it is obſervable, that - 
tharage of the Church, which was moit fertile in Nice Qieſtons, was moſt batten in Re{j- 
gion. Thercaſon is: It makes people thinke Re/zgicn ro be onely a marter of Wit ; as 
Tying,of Knots, and untying them. Wherein the braines-of men given this way, are uſual- 
ly hotter then their hearrs, | | | 
' 5. Or,it theirpreaching be more ſolid , they rove alrogether in Generaliries: which are 
no wore ayding to praiſe, then an Orte/irs Vpiverſall Map is to dire the way berweene 
- Zondin and Terk, Lot: | bi 6. CI, 
OI ATARE | od ' | | 
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6. Or, in caſe chey deſcend to Particulars, They paſſe over the Grounds of Religion, 
the moſt uſefull part of all Divinity. For this laies the Foundation , the other raiſeth the 
Wals and Rooſe. This informes the Judgement, that ſtirres up rhe Aﬀe&ions. And what 
good uſc is there of thoſe Aﬀe#zions, which run before the Judgement ? 

7. Orlaſtly, Ifthey give youthe Ground: of Religion, and preach wholſome tzuths, 
yer they bring forth cher Doftrines as ſome women doe their Ct7/dren Still-borne, for want 
of application: without which the former ſcemes to beny better thena Faire Image, or 
Same, which is beautifull to Contemplate , but is without Life and Morjon: Ir being the 
ſoule of preaching; when the Word is brought home ro mens Conſciences, and applied 
cloſe. For, whereas thoſe other Divine diſcourſes inrich the braine and rongue ; This 
ſettles the hearr, changes the will, and workes upon the affettions. Bur the Devill is wiſe: 
In the time of ſuperſtition, he pur out Verbum /Afdificatum; the Word preached ; that 
men did ſcarce know ſinne in generall. In theſe dayes of Profanenefſſe, he purs our Ver- 
bum Applicatum ; the Word Applied ; that few confider what finne is in prattiſe, Bur nei- 
ther Dofrine without Application, nor Application without DoGrine makes a Chrittian, 
And fo long as the ſoule is nor converted, Saran cares not how, or how many men preach. 
And ſo you have the ſeverall kinds of Non- preaching Minifters, That you may the better 
diſcerne, how G O DS people are gulled, and Satan advantaged thereby, who deales 
with the Church, as Veſpaſian dealr with Rome ; who intending to invade the Empire, 
firſt made ſack of Alexandria, where were all the Granaries ; That ſo he might make them 
yeeld,for want of food,and become his vaſſals. - 

Wherefore take bur a ſerious vew, Firſt, of the Number of theſe Fruitlefſe Preachers, all 
the Land over. Secondly, Then of the Miſchiefe they doe, For,though they ſeeme to be 
Nenters, in compariſon ofthofe which remaine to be ſpoken of (as doing neither good. 
nor hurt) yet they are Traytors ro G OD and his Kingdome, and guilry of the peoples 
bloud, w CHRIST the chiefe Shepheard hath committed co their charge. ' Yeaz 
They are the ſole Cauſe. of all the ignorance and profaneneſſe in the Land, As tell me, 
If a man will take upon him the office ofa; Paſtor, and yernor Feede his people, that de- 
pend upon him: To be a Fatchman, and yer nor give the people Warving of enſuing Dan- 
ger: To bea Leader, and yetnor Inſtrufi GO DS people, in the (pirituall Warfare : T o be 
an Ambaſſador, and yet not Declare G O D S- Meſſage to the people: To be their Phyſtian, 
and yer not See to the peoples Health : Doth he not make himſelfe Guz/ty cf their Miſcar- 
riage, and-Berray the Truſt, which was commirred tv him ? It cannot be denied, Neither 
is there much difference berweene the Shepheards deſtroying the Sheepe. with his owne 
hands, or leaving them to the mercy of the Wolfe : Or of a Capraines giving up a Caſtle, 
or not defending it againſt the enemy, when ir is beſieged, Bur I have farre Worſe then 
theſe,viz. Vnpreaching Miniſters, to acquaint you wib ;-and mult therefore. goe for- 
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Secondly, V/npreaching Miniſters doe Edifie to Damnation, and by their ſcandalous living, 
etiby their, Serpentine preaching, do pull downe.and deſtroy more, then..G ODS Faith» 
fall Preachers build up. 

1: Greatare the Number {even of choſe that preach well) whoſe Lives are moſt Vicicus 
and Abominable; Though one of them were enough ro ttagger a whole Nation; conſfide- 
ring how converfantthey arc in.andabour thoſe Divine and Heavenly Myſteries contained 
in the Word © That their whole trade and profeilion is holinefſe.; Thar they are-his Am-. 
bafſadors, and repreſen his. perſon, who in Scripture 1s call'd The Holy-One ; yea Thrice,, 
Holy, Holy, Holy, is the.0 RD of -Hoſts , Eſay 6. 3; whoſe Law is Holy, whoſe Spirit is 
- Holy, whoſe will is Hely, whoſe Word is Holy : who ts Righteow in all tis wayes, and Holy in 
all bis workes, Pſal. 145. 17-makingus alſo, which arehis ſervants, an Holy people, Deut. 
7.6. An Holy Prieſthood, x Pet. 2.5. His Holy Temples, 1 Cor.6.19g. 

Yea, when they are appointed Patterns of Helineſſe, and have undertaken by their holy - 
converſation, and zealous exhortarion, ra draw others ro Holinefſe 3 and yet-no whit par: - 


- 
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take of holineſſe themſelves, but remaine without the leaſt rinfure thereof, in their hears 
and lives, what can men thinke of it ? | 
There was a Weman much ſpoken of in ſome parts of this land, that lived in a profeſed 
doubt of the Dei y, Yeaeven after i|ſuminarion and repentance ſhe could hard! y be reſto. 
redorcomforted, Shee often profeR, rhar the vicious and offenſive life of a great lrarned 
man in the rowne where the dwelr, did occaſion thoſe damned doubts in her mind. How 
may ir then agger poore'Chriſtians, that hcare of an hundred ſuch 2 yea, when they ſhall 
perceive them ſo much the-worſe, by how much the more they are converſant in che 
word? when the very meanes of their reformation (for want of a good and honeſt heart ) 
becomes the Fuell of their wickednefſe, when they ſhall verifie and fulfill thar Spaniſh 
proverbes Come Sanfogcaga Drabolo, They have eaten downe Saints, and voyd forth 
Devills. As that Viperis the deadlieit which feeds rhe ſweereſt, 

It was theſaying of a Bzſhops Cook,, That all the Noble men; bouſes that be had ever lived 
in were ranke Puritans to bis maſters, 1 wiſh we could nor apply ir ro hundreds of the-Mini. 
try, who jultihe char proverbe, The nearer the Church, the further from God, As it fared 
among the Jewes ; rhe nearer they were to the SanFuary, the further they were from 
Sanfity. Or as one gives teſtimony of (he Romane Clergy : Thar Of all Chriſtians 1tali- 
an are the worſt ; Of all Italians the Romans; Of all Romans the Prieſts ; Of all Prieſts the 
Cardinalls, and commonly the moſt leud Cardinall is choſen Pope, 

Not that the word of GOD (which is ho/y,and juſt, and good, Rom. 7. 12 .) is the pro- 
per cauſe of cheir being the worſe ; no more than the Fun ſhining upon a Dunghill, is the 
cauſe of greater ſtinke ; or its hear jeflefting upon venemous and banefull objcAts, the 
breeder of horrid Serpents. Well may it prove an occafion thertof; or at leaſt make ma. 
nifcſt thar, which lay hid in the hearr before, ( as a furious Maſtiffe dep is the madder for 
his chaine,) becauſe it is ſo powerfull and operative, thar ir will either quicken, or kill : 
either prove the ſweet ſavour of life unto re or become the ſavour of death unto death, 2 Cor. 
2.15,"2Pet 3.16. Fornone ever heardir bur they were either the bexter, or the worſe 
by it, Iris like a adtifying Dew,or raine, which fals notupon any ground in vaine,. bur 

will produce eitherche Herbs, Flowers, and fruites of Faith and good Workes ; Or the 
weeds and bryers of impiety and prophanenefſe, And till the more of this rainefalling 
upon Clay, the dirtier ic will be, Briefly, as a Cholericke ſtomach will convert all meares 

into Choler,andasS piders will ſucke poyſon from the meſt fragrant flowers : Soa wicked 
heart will make a Tempration of every thing ; and the frequency ofdiſtempers will weak- 
en the vercue of any receir, He that ſhall cate bur a Graine of Opmm, and increaſe the quan- 
rity eycry day, ſhall be able at length to devoure it as Bread, and digeſt that, which would 
kill rwenty orhers 

Againe, Take the dead carkaſſe of a man, andcloath it with a thSuſand garments : you 
{hall never make ir warme ; becanſe it wants the natural beat within, which thoſe adven= 
ritious helpes might cheriſh ; So, ifa ſoule be dead ro goodnefſe, though youfecd it with 
a rhouſand preceprszrillit become a quick Library of learning, 1 Magazeen of knowledge ; 
yer you cannor pur the heat of hol:reſſe into it : becauſe the /iving Principle is wanting, . 
Grace drvine, Bur let that ſparke hetirſt init; and then all theſe helpes will blow itinto 
a flame, as experience proves abundantly, bleffed be GOD : For although theſe dege- 
nerate, yerthe tory of GOD makes other Miniſters no lefſe good, than wile. x 

Bur ( which is the miſery ) one of the former will doe more harmezand givemore dead- 
ty woundsto the Church, by his fcandalous life, and wicked example, than rwentcy of the 
larter can doe good, or heale againe, by their conſcionable Preaching, and Pious ex- 
ample. | 

indeed, they may ſeem? to build upno lefſe, with their. good Preaching, (ſor thoſe 
who in their aQs are fools, may m their words be Philoſophers) ,then they pull dawne - * 


by their ungodly living, But it is otherwiſe; For - 4% 
- Fig, Who will regard the words of a knowne difſcmblers 
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heart nnder the habir of an Ifraclite? who like Ethiopians, are white in teeth only, 
' every way elſecole-blacke : when,reſembling the Devill in Samuels mantle,they are Chii= 
- Nians in skin, Atheifts at Coare : Have Jacobs voice, Eſa bands, and head : GOD in their 
mouthes, and Saran in theirhearts: whoſe lifeand proſeſhon isacontinuall. incon ity; 
and his workes Antipodes to his words : when his hand and tongue give each other the 
Iye:. like ſome fooliſh minſtrel], that ſings one thing with his mouth, and harps anothex 
with his finger. When they ſhall ſpeake like Angels in the Chuich, live like fiends abroad, 
Teach the words of God, and doe theEworkes of the devill, \ 

| Secondly, Who will not loath the good light of fuch candles, for rhe ſtinke which the 
 tallowyeelds? As itfared with the Cardinall of Cremona, and. Popes  Legate ſent from: 
Rome to London, eſpecially for this end, to remove marryed Clergy men, from their Cures? 
who,after he had made a long ſpeech in diſgrace of honourable marriage, was found the 
ſame night commirting folly wich an whore. And Honorius the ſecond, Pope of Rome, 
who condemned of adultery all the Engliſh Clergie, that had Wives ; and was raken him- 
 ſelfe the ſame night commirring adultery. Which made him ſcorned of the meaneft, as 
Fupiters adultery did diſcredit his thunder, even among children, The Romans laughed 
Sylla to ſcorne, for that he,being aman moſt intemperate, did notwithſtanding exhorr 
and compell others to ſobriery, remperancy,and frugality. And the Venetians their Car- 
dinalls when, in the time of their rroubles,. he would earneſtly exhort them in the Pul. 
Pit to Peace, and congord ; but, when our ofthe Church,, he ſowed. nothing. bur ſed7tion, 
and ſtrife, If we heare a Mountebanke undenake to cure the diſtempered hear of the liver, 
whiles himſelfe hath a fiery face ; will we belceve him ? when one forewarnes others of 
that pit, whercinto himſelfe runs headlong. Points others the way to Heaven, but will 
nor move a foot in that path himſelfe, ex ccflively loves the world, while he teaches 0- 
thers to conrtemne it, Commends the crofſe ro others, which, himſelfe abhorres, Whar 
can wethinke but that he exhorts others ro contemne riches and pleaſures, that he mighc 
be rich and yoluptuousalone 2 As the Foxe diſpraiſed the Grapes, he would keepe for 
his owne tooth, Yea, 
"Thirdly, Who will not both twit the man, and ſcorne his counſel], as that Citzzen of 
- Romedid Pope Innocent the third, who perceiving him to- make faire weather withs Otho 
- the fourth, and Fredericke the ſecond contending for the Empire; and in a. ſolemne and 
eloquent Oration, hearing him ſpeake much of the agreement and unity, which ought 
ro be among Chriſtian Princes ; when paiyately he laboured nothing but ro make enmity 
- andſtrife berweene them; Anſwered him boldly thus. Hoy Father ; Tour words ſeeme 
20 be of GOD, "but your deeds are4thereto ſo contrary. that they ſurely proceed from the Devill. 
We may ſpend our ſpirits, and Preach our hearts our, to diſſwade mens affeftions from 
the love of chis world ; if we imbrace it our ſelves, rhey will never beleeve us. For thas 
they will argue : Cerrainely, If theſe Miniſters did ſpeake 95. they thinks, they would doe as 
they ſpeake. Hf they did thinke their deFrine were true and good ; they that preach it would live 
thereafter» Wherefore in vaine doe we rebuke thoſe finnes abroad, which we tolerate at 
home.. Thiat man onely makes himſclſe ridiculous, that leaving his owne houſe on hire, 
runs to quench his acighbours ; For which read,Rom.2.19, to 24.1 Cor.9.27. 

I knowtheſe men have a diftinftion. (a ſcurvy one) to helpe themſelves withall,. For - 
if you ſeeme ro-miſſike their doings,they will anſwer: You muſt doe as wee ſay, and nor 
as wee doe, , Whichis a bad excuſe fit for ſ> bad a cauſe. As if they ſhould. fay. Wee 
would have you to be Godly ; but we will not be godly: we would have you 10 be ſaved ; but wee 
eur ſelves will aot be ſaved. An Argument more. like ro confirme them in. Atheiſmes, then 
to cleare their doubrs, For what will they thinke } Theſe and many more pretend, it is 
god being religious and holy ,and preſic orhers ro ir. But they have fome other by-ends 

' nit: for they are not ignorant of what they:doe, Therefore, whatſoever they ſay, we 
will nor beleeve chem. Bur as they docyſa will wedoe ; and we hope to ſpeed as wellas 
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Of Scandalous Minifters. It 
' Not that it ought to be ſo : For fimply conſidered, the confeſſion of vertye is of no leffe 
conſequence in his month thathareththe ſame; foras much as erath by force dorh wreſt 
ic from him : And thongh he willnor admit ir in him, ar leaſt ro adorne kimſeclfe,hee will 
ſometimes pur ir on, ; 

Secondly, neither are the people more prone to defpiſe whar they ſay, then to imitate 
what they doe. Like ſheepe we are apr of our ſelves to erre, Eſay 53,6, Burif the BeH- 
Weather or Leading-Sheepe takes a vagary,all the flocke will tollow him, Whence ir hath 

ever beene the dangerous policy of Satan to affaulr principall men, both in Church and 
Scare ; knowing the multitude (as we fay of Bees) will follow their Matter, The fats of 
eminenr perſons become Examples; Thoſe Examples Eawes : and it is naturall ro men ro 
follow the Law of fat, before the Law of faith ; A viſible patterne rather then a-meere 
audible DoQrine. Yea, we refuſe to be led by preceprs, bur are eafily overled by preft- 
dents. My people (faith G O D) are left like Sheepe, er. 50. And what followes ? Fheir 
Shepheards have cauſed them to goe aft ray : they have twrned them away from me, verſ. 6: From 
the Paſters example they all rake fire , as one Torch lights many. . Thus the mulrirude 
wok fire from the chicfe Prieſts and Elders, to Crucyfie CHRIST; and the ſouldiers 
likewiſe, Matth. 27. 20. &c, That many-headed Monſter , the Mutinous your reſemble 
Claudius the Emperour ; who; as Pacitus obſerves, did neither Love nor Hate ,” but as he 
was provoked and induced thereunto by others. Doe any of the Rulers, or of the- Phariſees: 
beleeve on him? John'7. 48. | 

Paſtorsare the G/aſſe, the $choole, the Booke, 

Where peoples eyes doe learne, doe read, doe look, 

G OD ſets them for Copres of Sanftification unto rheir flock ; wherein every ſanlt is 
both notable and dangerous: For what ſcholar willnot think himſelfe excuſed, in ſollow- 
ing his copy 2? If the Rule or Square be crooked,it cannot be expetted, the things, that 
_ are applied ro them, ſhould be Nireight, I Cor.3.10.11, 13. | 

Bur we need no berter proofe of this, then our owne experiences Doe not we ſee in 
moſt Pariſhes; eſpecially in the Countrey, that of the Prophet fulfilled ; Like Prieſt like 
People, Hoſ. 4. g- Gy 6. 9. Eſay 24- 2. Doth ir not commonly fare, berweene the Paſtor,and 
his Congregationgas ir dorh berweene the Figtreeand the Vineyard. wherein it is plan- 
red ? which, if it be fruicfull it ſelfe, all che whole Vineyard is frairfulf roo: bur if if be 
barrengit maketh allche Vines barren-wirh is. If the blind lead the blind both fall into the ditch, 
Like 6.3 g.thar is : Ifthe wicked lead the wicked, both goe to hell rogether. The 'vicious 
life of a Paſtor is like an exceſſive Rheume, which riſing from- the Romach ro the head, 
drops down upon re Lungs,and fretreth the moſt noble and virll parts, ill all the members 
languiſhſinto corruprion, Men will follow their-guides,untill they have loſt rhemſelves. , 

3- Neicher is this all the miſchicſe rheſe Miniſters doe : for che people wilt not onely 
think their Paſtors hy pocrifie a ſufficient warrant fortheir profaneneſſe,, nor alone con + 

demne ſuch as rhey know vicious; butrhink all the reſt (Miniſters and Chriſtians) are 
ſuch: Save, that rhey difſemble their hy pocriſie, and carry it more cloſely : for they will 
argue, as thar ſtrumper did, I wot not what books are, nor what they: meane by Wiſdome and 
Philoſophy: (quoth the Cur regxan Lais) bur ſure Iam, theſe kind of people knock as often at 
my gates, as any other men. Yea, they make the way of truth evill ſpoken of; as Peter hath. 
it, 2 Pet. 2;2, For ſmmple people will not onely condemne all good men for the faulrs of 
a few, that are bad, but theirReligion roo; As thefoulneſſe of the glaſſe may cauſe men 
ro diſlike the good wine, Read we nor, that the.people abhorred the Service of GOD, 
and became deſpiſers of his worſhip, becauſe thoſe profane ſonnes of E/; were wicked 
and ſcandalous? Nor was it the caſe of a few: for Thirty Thouſand and Foure Hundred of. 
the people, being ſcandalized thereby,were deſtroyed, 1 Sam.2, & 4 chap. From whence 
abſerve, If TwedcandalousPrieits proved the ruine of ſo many ,.what will a. Thouſand 
doe ? Agsthere are nog fewer ir this Land, if their number were raken. You have another. 
example.in Davidy whoſe figne and ſcandall = ir ſtumbled the good, ſo ircauſed the ence- 
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- mies of GOD ro blaſpheme, 2 Sam. 12; 14. Thus, by reaſon of chem, the Saints are nor 
onely reproached, the truth diſgraced, and Religion it ſelfe ſcandalized : but they give oc- -. 
eaſion to others ro Blaſpheme GOD ; and to, doubt whether all, Divinity benot meere 
| Policy, and the Scripmresa Fable, wherein G O D himſelte and his Word ſuffers. 
I confeſſe, it ought norto be ſo. No mans (ins ſhould bring the ſeryice of G OD into 

diſlike: Forrhis is ro make holy things guilcy of our profaneneſſe; and to offend G'O D 
becauſe he hath beene offended: Yea, to give him juſt cauſe ro abhorre us, becauſe 
we abhorre his ſervice unjuſtly. Cannot the faulrs of men diſpleaſe us, but we muſt needs 
fall our with GOD? Bur we ſee it is ſo, TheLORDpiym! | 

And thus you ſee, Thar vicious and ſcandalons Miniſters (admit they be Good Preg. 
cher s, whiles they are 1/Chriftians) doe the Devil ſervice , under a colour of ſerving 
CHRIS T :anddeitroy ſoules, under a pretence of ſaving them; thar they finne more by 
example, then by at ; and, with Samſon, pull downe thoſe Pillars of cence, thar ſhall 
not onely quaſh themſelves, bur be the ruine of many others. Yea , thar they are ſuch 
pernicions-crearures ; that ro damne their owne ſoules 15 rhe leaſt part of their miſchiefe: 
For, withour Gods infinire mercy and goedneſle, one of them will draw vengeance upon - 
thouſands ; as in the example of Z/ his fonnes, What their puniſhment will be, may 
be collefted from Exodus 19. 22, Levit. 7,20. (5 10. I, 2, 3.09 22. 3. Luke 11.28, oy 
12.47. lobn 13-17.Rom.2.1.Luke 19.22, 

What hope of pardon there is, for a finne of rhis nature , may begathered from, 
1 Sam, 3- 14 where G O Deven ſworeunto Elizchat the Inguity of his houſe ſhould not be 
purged with Sacrifice, nor Offering for ever. 

And how G'O D abhors,that a Drunken beaſt ſhould be a Soule-keeper , who is nor 
worthy co be an Horſe-keeper : Or an Vncleane perſon, or a Coverous wretch , or any other 
'Unhallowed Divine of Uncircunciſed lips, and V nwaſhen hands;and that Hates ro be reformed; 
ſhould Repreſent his Perſon , adminiſter bis Sacraments, and Preach his Holy Word ; we may 
eaſily diſcerne, by his rit chargeto the corrary , and his heavy and ſevere judgements 
upon ſuch as have preſumed to doe it ; both under the Law, and fince the Goſpel. For 
which turne to Levit, 21. Exch. 44- 9- Exod. 37+ 23.09 28. 30. Pſal. 50.16.17, G 26.6, 
Deut. 6. 6. 9. Jerem; 15. 19. Dan, 12. 3. Levit, 7.20. (5 10. 1.243. (5 22.3. I Sam. 
3. 24. Inthe Old Teftament. And in rhe New, co, 1 Tzm. 3.2.10 13. C5 4. 12,16, 
5.9.10, Rom. 2.1. 19.19 24. 1Cor.5. 11.09 8. IO. 11.13, Phil. 2. 15 & 4.9. Ti. z, 
7.8, Matth. 11. 4, Luke 1. 16. 17. (12447. Cy 22, 32. t Theſe 5. 12. 13, Which 
Scriptures the Biſhops might doe well ro minde, who admirred them into the miniſtery : 
(for they never came intro it, of GODS ſending ) and who have many ſoulcs to anſwer 

or,in that they doe not cut them off,as rotten members,and throw them our of theChurch 
like dirt inco the freer, by Excommunication, ( when they will Honeſter men, far not pa) ing 
of Three Pence at Eaſter) being as excrements, and bad humours in the body-of the 
Church, that will never be ar cafe, untill ir be disburdencd of them, For which read, 
Rom. 16. 17. 2 The. 3. 6; 14. Epbeſ. 5+$.7.1 Cor. 5.5- 11. 11im. 1, 20, Inthemeane 
fime they ought not, by Saint Pauls rule, to be admired rhe fellowſhip of the faichſul1, 
"neither ought we ſo much as to cate withthem, 1 Cor. 5, 11. And ſo much of the Firſt 
fortof Vnpreaching Miniſters. 

2. There ace another Sort of Minifters, (for ſo they are called, though no otherwiſe 
then the Heathen Images were called G O DS,) that Edifie ro Damnation, by their falſe 
. wrelting and miſapplying the Scriptures. And theſe doefarre more harme then the for. 
mer.. Yea, one of them will /npreach and pull downe faiter. then many good Preachers 
canhmldnp, Which they effeR, by imitating the falſe Prophers of old ; who in all ages 
withitoodand contraried whatſoever doQrine the True Prophets were commanded by GOD 
to deliver, As you may fee, 1 King, 22,6. 23. 24. Jerem. 5. 83+ 13,31.09 6. 14.15, 
8.11.75 14-13. t0 19.094 26.8, 9. As 13.7. 1012, And 17. 18, to 2I.(7 20. 29430, 
Exeks 22, 25, 26. 28, Dew. 13.3. Malth. 7+ 18. (© 24-5+/11. 24. 271m. 8. 2 Cor, 
qt9, TI.I3 
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Un-preaching Miniſters that edifie to damnation. 
1.13.2 Pet. 2. I, 2, 3» Phil. 3.33. The ſumme whereof is this. Uſually che Children 
of Iſrael were marvellous wicked,walking in all kind of vyce, deſpiſing the holy word of 
G OD, &c, And, when the L O R D ſent his Prophets unto them, calling upon them 
to ſorſake their wicked wayes, and to turne unto him ; threatning the judgements and 
" vengeance of G OD againſt them, unlefſe they did returne : The falſe Poophers labon- 

red as faſt, on the other fide, ro flatrer them in their finnes , and make them beleeve they 
were in good caſe, For inttance. The LORD complaines often and grievouſly , \in 
theſe and the like words, They ſtrengthen the hands of wicked doers, that none doth rewwrne 
from their wickedneſſe. They ſay ſtill unto them, that deſpiſe me ; The LORD hath ſaid, 

Tee ſhallbave peace ,-and to every one, that walks after the imaginations of bis owne heart; 
None evill ſhall come unto you, fer 23. ver. 16. 17. Fhey have healed the hurt of the daugh= 
ter of my pesple with ſweet words, ſaying, Peace, Peace, when there is no Peace, Jer. 8. 11.Tee 
have wearied me with your words , In that yee ſay : Every one that deeth evill, 3s good in the fight 
of the LORD, andhe delighteth in them, gc. Mal. 2.17. They propheſie out of their owne 
bearts, and follow their owne ſpirits ; having ſeene nothing fromthe LORD : they ſeduced 
the people, by ſewing pillowes wider their armes, and rocking them aſleee, with promi- 
ſing rhem Peace, when there was No Peace. And tharas one of them built up a wall, fo 
others Daubed it with untempered moxter. Whom he compares ro the Foxes in the Deſerts, 
nor onely for their Craft, bar alſo for their Number : For there were many of them, that 
could ſee vifionsof peace'for the people ; when the L O R D pronounced a curſe, Exek.t- 
And likewiſe for their 'Di/;gence. For (faith the L ORD) I have not ſent theſe Prophets: 
yet they Tanne, I have not ſpoken to them ; yet they propleſied, Jer. 23. 21. And then com- 
Plaines; T hat From the Prophets of Feruſalem was profanenlsſſe gone forth into all the Land, 
verſ. 13.14, 15. Whereas ſaith G OD: If they had ſloodrn my Counſel, and kad cauſed 
my people to heare my words; Then they ſhould have turned them from their evill way , and 
from theevill of their doings, verſe 11. 22. oe eg as, 

' 2. Andasthey Ineowraged the Wicked : So they did what they conld ro Diſtairage the 

Godly. Andofthisthe LOR D complaines; ſaying to the Fooliſh Prophets, that pro- 
pheſied out of their owne hearts , and followed their owne ſpirits, having ſeene nothing fron 
the LOR D : Wee unto you: for yee pollute me'among my people, for handfuls of Bar ly, - 
and for peeces of Bread ; yee kunt the, ſoules of my people 10 make them flee, with your 
lies, Tee have made the tearts of the righteous ſad, whom I have not made ſad, and ftrength= 
red the hands of the wicked, Extk. 13. 2.2. Tee ſlay the foules, har ffonld not die: and ſave © 
the foules alive, that ſhould not live, by your ' lying to ny people, that heare your lies, verſe 

18. 19, And by 1aiab he complaines, That they called Evill Good, and Good Evill ; pw 
Darkneſſe for Light,and Light fer Darkneſſe : Bitter for Sweet, and Sweet for Biner, Iſa. 
5..20, 2.3, That They juſtified tbe wicked for a reward, and 1oke away the righteouſneſſe of 
the righteous from them, Gyc. Where their doome isalfo pronounced, For thtreforeſaith 
tte L, RD, As the fire deveureth the ſtubble, and the flame'conſumerb the chaſfe :* So+ their 
Toote hall be rotrenneſſe, and tFerr bloſſome fhall gee up as. rhe duſt; becauſe, gc. verl; 24. 
And thelike by Malact7, the Propher ; who complaines, Thar Their words were ſtout d- 
gainft the LORD of Hoſts, ſaying; It was in vaineto ſerveGOD ; and what profit 5 it, 
that we have kept his ordinances, ard that we have walked mounfulh before him? Calling te 
Proud happy : Becauſe they , thar wrought wickedneſſe, were ſet up; and they that tempted: 
G 0 D, were delivered, Mal. 3. 13. totheend; - 2 

Thus they were fo farrt fron diſcerning berweene the righteous andthe wicked ; be. 
tweene him that ſerveth'G OD, and him'char ſerverh him nor: That either they made the 
 Goodand Bad in one Condition, as if there were no prohrt in' ſerving the LORD :-Or 
elſe they juſtihed the wicked , and condemned the juſt ; as So/omon hath ir, Prov. 17. 15; 
And who doth nor ſee, That this kind of falſe Prophet is every whese among.us. As mark . 
well cheir reſemblance. 

, For Incouraging the wicksd. Doth not wickedneſſe eyery where.abound moſt hor- 
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14 Of Un-preaching Minifttys that edifie to damnation. 
ribly2 An1, when the godly Miniſters doe vehemently. threaten vengeance, unleſfe 
men returne : Are there not, by and by, others that ſtep up, and finde fault,” © Thar men 
« ſhould be threatned with GODS judgements? ſaying, GOD is Mercifull : we muff 
© preach the Goſpeb: Or thus in effeRt. You may goe to the Alehouſe-, and drink and be 
«© merry cogerher, You may Danze and Play at Cards, Bowler, and orher Paſtimes, upon 
© the Sabbath-day. Y ou may keepe your Wakes ; have your Miy-Poler, and recreate your 
' E(elvesz You have Freedomein CH R IS T. Thus they flatter the people in their finnes; 
yea thus they ſeduce,and bewitch mens ſoules unto deſtruttion, And is nor this To ſtreng- 
then the bands of the wicked, that they ſhruld nt turn? from their wickedneſſe? to beare 
them in hand, That they be Good Chriſtians, and ſhall doe 'welf enough? For , under a 
colour of preaching the G:ſpet; Thar Allare Sinners, and fhall be Saved by CHRIST, 
they doe urterly aboliſh Sanfificarton, For ſo they ſay, They BeleeveinCARIEST,; Iris 
enough ; Howſoever they live in blindnefſe, and all kind of ungodlineſſe ; their conlci- 
ences muit.nor be troubled. © SP © NAY - 

Bur if this beſo, what meanes our Saviour , who wilterh men To enter in at ebe ſtrait - 
gate : ſhewing that Few ſhall finde it, For, if a man. may follow his .luſts, and walk in the 
blindnefſſe of his heart,all his life: And then a Little Callingupon G OD attheJaſt would 
ſerve : what hardnefie were in it? Bur the truth is, They overthrow all the DofÞrine of 
Regeneration, and all the Precepts, whichCHRIS T andhis Apoſtles give, for Walking 
wortly the Goſpel. But you may gueſſe, why.they teach thus, They ate commonly of a 
looſe and diffolaic life themſelves ; and therefore they beare with the wicKedneſfe of the 
People; that the people may beare with them. | Ot Re 

ItisG O DS exprefle charge, ro every one, whom he ſends ; That they tell the peo» 
ple of theirfinnes, and waine them of the danger they are in, by;reaſon of them. As heare 
what himſelſe faith, Exk.3: Son of man: I bave made thee a Watchman unto the houſe of 
If7ael. Therefore beare the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me. When I ſha 
a unto the wicked: Thou, ſbalt ſurely die y and.thow giveſt ham not warnling, nd)” Jpeakeft 1 


«dneniſh the wicked of bis. wicked way, that he may lrve : The ſame wicked man ſhall die in 
his miquity: But his bloud will Trequire at, thine hands, &9c. ver. 17.18.19. ns 

And, as this is an Everlaſting ruleforall : So-ir hath beene the conſtant prattiſe of . 
all GODS faithfall Ambafſadours, and CHRIS T himſelfe ; as the whole current 
of Scripture ſhewes ; If I were permitted ro. inlarge my ſelte, C116 Fes Feb 

Nor can there be amore. worthy imprevement of loveand fairhfulneſſe, then a ferent 
oppoſitionro the finnes of thoſe whom we pretend care of, * Whereas no Enemy can he 
ſo morrall ro us, as thoſe offic7ous Guardians, whoſe Aartery ſoorhs us up in wickedneſſe : 
For theſe areTraytors to, the ſoule ; and, by a pleaſing violence, kill che beit part ctcr- 
nally, All which laid rogerher ; The Command of G 0 D : The Conſtant Pratliſe of all bis 
Faithfull Ambaſſadours : and, the Great Evill, that comes of omirting the ſame z ſhewes the 
Deſperateneſle of theſe Preachers; whom Martin Luther, Vr{ine, and many orhers bi terly 
repichendg juſtly complain of:For ,whiles they lay bolſters ofDown under mens elÞB9Ws; 
Sooth and ſmooth chemup in their faults ; promiſing ro bad ariemprs, goodevents ;, in 
ſtcad of reproving and puniſhing vice,they cheriſh ir:and inlieu of correQing and conver:- 
ing their hearers,cheycormupr and pervert chem : As the Phariſees were wont to ſerve their 
Proſylite; making them Twofold more the Children of Hell, then themſelves, if it were poſti- 
ble; For this hardens them in finne.; rather then reclaimesthem fromic, Yea, by Harte- 
ring the guilty , and forbcaring to reprove eyen the foulelt crimes, they Authorize their 
defefts, and ſooth up their vices, nor onely by approbarion, bur alſo, by imiration. Their 
principall care being how to dawbe with the world, and th#r owne conſciences. 

Bur chiefely doth this appeare, when they have co doe with Great Ones, that are Grace- 
Ieffe, (as often they have, For,when Judas isthe Patron,Simon-Magys muſt be the P17eſt.) 
For their finnes they will be ſure ro hide by concealement, (as the Painter hid the Scarre 

in Aganemnns face; ) to which purpoſe they haye. (alycs tor every fore, I meane , 
ide 
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#Hidethem, norto Heale them. And it is a very foule clout, which they will not helpe ta 
waſh: For as tharſhameleſſe Sycophant licked up the Emperaurs Spinle : So theſe, will lick 
the ſores and 1wikcers of their Maintainers,by flartery, | | 
Neither doe they more firoke them with faire promiſes of peace , then they humour 
them with inveRtives againit the godly : being Chaplaines of Amaziahs humour ; That 
- with blanching vices, and branding graces at the table, ſpoile rheir grace, before dinner : 
dealing with their Patrons or Ben?fattors, asthoſe Foure-hundred Palſe Prophets, which, fed 
at Fezabels rable, did with Ahab, 2 Chron. 48 Who cared nor ſo much to inquire, whar 
GOD would (ay, as what Ahab would have them ſay. They ſaw what way the Kings 
hearr was bent, and that way they bent their tongues, Neither is there any ſo great miſe- 
ry in Greatneſſe, asthis 3 That it conceales men from themſelves ; except they conſult more 
- withGODS Wordand good bookes, then their Chaplaines ; whoſe beſt ſervice is ei» 
rher ro further guilcinefſe, or ſmoother it. For as the herb Helzerrophium , or the Planet 
Mercury, alwayes moveth and turneth afrer the Sunne : $0 which way ſceyer their Patrons 
incline, thicher they bend cheir wits. Whereas every true Nathan, or fauhfull F{cazah,or 
holy Fobn- Baptiſt,or zealous Paul, withour fearing the faces of any,will fairhfully diſchgtge 
rheir conſciences, in ſpeaking home againſt ſinne, whatſoever ſhall come of ir; be rhe 
heaters never fo great ; well knowing that whether they be Commoners, or Commanders, 
high, or low : none ſo meane; that is Lefſe: nor are any ſo M7ghty thatare More then a Sub- 
Je#ro G OD; and his Ordinances. Nor thould any obligation ſo inthrall us, as that ouc 
rongues ſhould nor be free, toreprove faults, where we finde them, They are Baſe and 
Servile (pirits, that will have their rongues ried to their teeth; And were their Patrons 
wile, in ſtead of being taken with, thzy would even breake thoſe falſe-glaſſes that preſcne 
them faces,not their owne, | | ; 
We know what Fig-leafe-defenſes are made by Meal-moutbed Miniſters, in this behalfe ; 
and how'they can alleadge Scripture for it ; drawing conclufionsthence, whichrthe F pirit 
of GO.D never imtended, © | or tap Bags 

Bue what plate doe they cite? AF 2.2, 3. wherethe Holy GHOST deſcended from 
Heaven, in the likeneſſe of C/oven Tenguer, and of Fire, withthe ſound of a ruſhing and 
mighty wind, To ſignife a zealous and hor preaching Miniſtery 2 No, But 1 King.19.11, 
12,13. where (ay they) when GOD himſelfe appearcd ro Elijah, and ſpake to him ; 
He was neither in the Wind, nor in the EartEguake, nor in the Fire: bait inthe St, and 
Small voyce, A ſolid proote ! like thoſe the Pope gives, for the warrant of-his ations ; 
(whereof one inftance or two.) GOD made Two Great Lights, Thatis, faith Innocentius, 
Two Great Digiiities; The Papal, role the Day of the Spirimalty: And The Emperial, 
ro rule the Night of the Laity, And, as the Sunne is Greater then the Moone, by Fifty-ſeven 
degrees: (as ſaitha Gloſſer)So the Pope, (forſoorh ! ) far exceeds the Eimperour in Greats 
neſſe. | 
Ne ke) Pater ſaid unto CHRIST : Here are two Swords: and CHRIST ſaid: ts 

enough, Hence Boniface the Eighth argued thus, « CHRIST fazd: It is enough : He ſais 

& not: It is Too much. Ergo, 'The Pope, which # Saint Peters Succeſſow, may manage both. the 
« Swords; and be a Temperalt Prince, as well as a ſpitimall Paſtor, = | EP =1  lg 
Againe, © Avoyce from Heaven (Afi 10, 13.) ſaid to Peter, Kill and Eate. Ergo, The 

« Pope may deſtzne tte Killing of any Prince ; Depoſe them ; and Diſpoſe of their Scepters. | ' 
With an hundred the Ike, oo BER SSEIEnn FL | ; 
But as rheſe Scriprures will nor free the Pope from being* That Great Antichriſt ;ng , 
more will the former free theſe tron? being Little Antichriſts.. There be Many WIN $5 
ſaith Saint John, 1 ohn 2.18; Babes ge 32 ego roparho rope <0==mgg 
There is nothing caficr,rhen ro perſwage mien well of themſelves, Even the beſt men 
areapt to beleeve, they are berterthen they be ; Bur when. a mans ſeſſe-loye meers with 
anothers flartery, in ſuchas are firangers ro G ODS Word; They cannourt be periwa.- 
ded roche contrary 5 burthey are gvod, and in GODS fayour, Experience reaches;rhar 
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be mennever ſo wicked, They can apply CHRISTS Paſſion, and G ODS mercy 
2s a warrant for their Licencieuſneſſe; or at [ealt, * live they how they liſt, they Can Repene 
a the laft howe as the Ti _ did, Therefore adjourne.chey their Re pentance, from 7euth 
ro Age; and from Age to >7f kneſje. Yea, it 15 the generall caſe of all Libertines,never to 
prepare for their End, till Death affavits them; C onſcierce ings them; Sinne accuſes 
themthe devill ſcares them ,and G O Dforfakes them, How much more »when their Mini- 
Ners thall Preach this dangerous liberty, whereof they roo roo freely carve themſelves 3 

Ic is the faſhion of our bold nature, upon an Inch given to challenge an EX. If the Mi- 
niſter from GOD allow an bandfull,nen are apr and bold ro fachome an Armefull. Briefly, 
naturall men are fo incoutaged by theſe Preachers, that whereas at hiſt, they knew nor 
when they ſinned; now they know to juſtihe thei: finnes,and defend that, wherein they 
offended, And yer you muſt rake them for mercifull Preachers,who thus ( pare and forbeate 
their flocks. | 

Indeed,there is acrue!! mercy. And the mercies of the wicked are cruell,Prov.1 2,10. Moſi 
of all this, which proceeds from fa/ſe Prophets ; when they ſhall deale by their people, as 
a Phyſirian by his Patient, . when in the Sympromes of a Plurſce,. or Lunacy, he will not bce 
ſo hard-hearted as to let him bloed ; which is the onely way ro recover him : But gives him 
Iulebs ro drinke, or Cordials ro comfort him : whereby he ſuddenl dies,. Or which is little 
berter, falls farke-mad. Which is mercy with a witneſſe ; like « of Hazael to his Ma- 
ſter:: who having fed the hopes of his Soverargne with expeAation of-recovery, the next 
day ſmothers him witha wet cloth,z King. $.15. | 


Secondly, and as they imirate the falſe Prophets of old, in incograging the wicked : $0 - 


no leſſe in diſcouraging the Gadly ; whether, 3. Miniſters, or 2; People. 

' I They uſe their utmoſt ro diſcourage all godly Minifters, both by flightring their Serv 
mons and ſlandering their perſons, | 

r. Touching their Sermons, A godly Miniſter,eſpecially if lie be a zealous and pow- 

erfull Preacher,any whit famous,or much followed : (as many had beene more ſecure, if 
they had beene more obſcure; ) He ſhall nor. be able ro Pray or Preach, upon any point of 
Dodrine, bur they will ( beg of poſedrocayil,). find ſome thing to Carpe at, at leaſt,as 
they will wreſt his words. An 
the Fable wounded the Eagle,. withthat thaft which was feathered with her owne quill, 
And its eafie to cenſure, orcontradidt a truth ; for 274th is but one : ſeeming truths are. 


many. 

Beſides, judgements are from every rongue a ſeverall, No man can thinke that the Pro- 
phers, Apoſtles and CHRIST himſelfe delivered falſe Dofrine : For rhey were. moved hy 
the HOLT-GHOST, and ſpake asthe SPIRIT gave them utterance, AS. 2. 4. Yet. wee 
know the Bae/itescontinually bulicd themſelves, in finding fault with Elijahs Doftrine, 
z King. 23.11. Zidkah, andthe reſt oftheſe goo. falſe Prophets moſt fiercely Oppoſed 
Micajahs preaching. . Neither could our $aviour-CHRIST be. able to deliver the truth fo 
Gafely, bur the Phariſees will finde fault with him,and excepragainſt many particulars. 

_ KPhbiliplabourto conven the Samaritans by preaching the Goſpell, . there will. be 
aSimen-Magws as earneſt in bewitching them with ſarceries, 4.8, - 

.And laſtly, where a zealous Paul is, there will be falſe Apoſiles, malicious Prieſts, Epi- 
picurean: and Stoick Philoſophers, E/ymas the Sorcerer, Alexander the Ceopper-Smith, 
and cloquent Tertallus ro oppoſe him; whereof ſome mocke him : Others ſay, He is. a 


Babler,a Preacher of Seditionand $ch1ſme,and « ſetter forth of. Strange Gods,new Dottrins,gyc. - 


doing him 'much evill, and wichſtanding.his preaching. ſore, on purpoſe to tune away 
kys heaters from the faith, A, 13.7,3.and 17,18. to 21. and 24-5. 2 Fim.4.14,15. 
In like manner, a zealous Minifter of CHRIS.T cannorfo preach, .as to clcape the 


forked rongues of venemousderration: nor-ſo deliver the rrath,. bur ir ſhall meet with - 


exceeding ©ppoſition, from theſe falſe reachers forerold of by CHRIST and his Apo- 
Mes: Thar whar the right hand of the LORD doth raic, the left hand of Satan may de- 


ſiroy, - 


thencut his throare,with his owne knife: As the Fowler in. 
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troy. That wicked one the Devill will ever be ſawing Tares in the field of the- Church, 
among the Whear,as it is, Matth 13.24.25.Againft which ſowers the Minifter may well 
rake up thoſe words of Pau/ ro Ehmas, At.13. 10.0 fall ef all ſubtilty,and all miſchiefe ! The 
ckild of the Devill,and enemy of all righteouſneſſe "wilt 1hou not ceaſe to pervert the ſtreight wayes 
of the LORD? And thoſe orhcr words ro Alexander the Copper. Smith, 2 Tim.4.14. 

2. Their next ſtrarageme is to ſlander their perſons, bor, a3 the malicious Priefts and: 
falſe Prophets ſlandered Teremiak, of relling lies ro rhe people, Jer. 26 .8.9.and 18.18.and 
345.Chapr. Or as the Prieits and Phariſces flandered John Bepufts our Saviour CHRIST, 


Szint Paul,and all the 4poſi les ,Matth 9.34-Luke 11.15, Orlaftly, as thoſe of the Syna- 
gopue, AF. 6.fandered Steven, who (when they were nor able ro refiſt che wiſedome, 


= the Spirit, by which he ſpake) affirmed, he had ſpoken blaſphemous words againſt 


Moſes, againſt GOD, and his Law, Verſ.11.13. So deales Satans Miniſters at thisday, with: 
CHRISTS meſſengers. As let any knowing man take notice of the. ſcyerall-fonule- 
Nandecs which Baals Prieſts have raiſcdu pon moſt of the godly M nitters of note,” abour', 
London,now theſe diſcovering times ; and he cannot hur wonder, that the-Devillhimfſcife: 
thould be ſo impuden', as to broach them ; there being no colour of trathin any one 
of chem. 

I have my ſelfe offered ro many of the reporters ret pounds for twehve pence, if they were - 
able to make proofe oſany one word, which they affirmed, upon their. ownknowledge to: 


- be true, And have uſed my beſt indeavour to fifr things our, whether there were any ground 


or pretencefor che riſe of ſuch a report,and in the upſhot found them like that, which the 
foule mouth'd Watermen for thcſe rwelve yeares, have mocked a. godly diſcreer neigh bour 
of mine with; viz. That he kild his Cat, and knocks out the head of. his Kilderkin on a Mun- 
day. The one for killing of a mouſe ;the other for working upan the Sunday before. Saying, 0 leud: 
Cat! 0 prophane Beere! Without once taking notice tharthe fart Deviſer of. this Zeere 'did+ 
both ror and ſtinke, and die in a moſt fearefull and unuſuall manner; as if GOD /intea« | 
ded the party, for a dreadfull ſpeFacle of his wrath and vengeance, to.make all ſcoffers and 
Nanderers beware of abuſing his poore ſervants, becauſe they faithfully ſerve him, The- 
remembrance whereof (one would thinke) ſhould ſtrike their hears. and ſoules withcer- 
rour and amazement,But wicked men are flint unro GOD, wax to the Devill, And (which- 
is the miſchicfe) true,o» falſe, rhe common people, thar ignorant Fry, or Superſtitions 
ſwarme (for in reſpett of cheir aprneſſe ro beſeve, and tell lies, I. cannor give-them a- - 
rerme odious enough) will not once queſtion it ; and few aitc ſo wile, as not to ſaſpe& 
the men, whereby .cheir Miniſtery becomes almoſt ineffetuall : For thouſands hereby are 
either hindred in good, or hardned in evill, As lop cffthearme ofa tree, and ir bringerh 
downe a great number of ſmall branches with ir, 

To which ſanders they alwayes adde, that they are 7gnorant ſots, no ſcholars, not worthy 
to preach ina Pulpit, Who may anſwer them, as John Barbevile did ſome Friers, that cald: ' 
him.ignorantAfe, Admit wee were o : yer ſhall our preaching witneſle -againft: ſuch 
Balaamy as you arc. 

Neither doc ſome of them ſpeake more falſely then others write ; for its Nirange to ſee 
how theſe unpreaching-Miniſters ſharpen their pens, and how deepe they, dip them in 
the gall ofthe Red Dragon chatthey may write bicrer things againit the ſaithfull Am- 
baſſadors of JESUS CHRIST : nor forbearing ro name them, Which were not ſaffe. 
rable, were th: accuſations rrue. For he,who hates northe perſon, but the finne, cares 
onely to mention the ſinne,nor the perſon. And though it is juſtice ro proſecute the vice-: 
yet ir is mercy in this caſe,toſpare the offender. 

Thus they deale by the primeſt men: As Timocreon a Rhodian Poet did, by noble The- 
miſtacles, who art the requeſt ofthe Athenians, that envicd himfor his vertues, made reporr 
in his verſes, That he wasa cove:ous perſon, a violater of his faith, and no keeper of Hy. 
ſpitality, Yea, out of malicc,and to pleaſe great ones, they will doe, as Uipianthe Lawyer 
did by the Chriſtians of his time ; Who _—_— a booke, to initruft che Emperors, how 
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is oOf ln-preachine Minifters that eaifie tedamnation.. 
they ſhould Torment,and Puniſh them: As Laflantivs hath it, 

.» Now if you aske,why they thus ſJander and Night them, 

I anſwer. Iris achiefe principle inthe Art of Flattery, ( which theſe men moſtly rudy ,) 
to wind themſelyes into favour, by working the more worthy into diſgrace. And this they 
efteQ; not ſo much by ſpying faulrs, and cauſes ofdiflike in the favoured ; (wherein theſe 
men are as quickſighred as Eagles.) As,by making uſe of all occaſions, that may multiply 
ſuſpreions iv che party favouring, So they deale with godly Miniſters, as 1aljan the Apo- 
flara did by cheir Lord and Maſter ; who tooke downe his [mage in.contempr, that hee. 
might ſer up his-owne in the ſame place. | 

2. Neither doe the people (I meane rhe Religious Yfare hetrer at their hands, For they 
load themalſo with a world of Reproaches, .even our of the Pulpit, on purpoſe ro flout 
them out of their faith ; and foreftalothers with prejudice againſt them. I need norrell 
you, that in al{ ages, it hath beene the cuſtome of falſe Prophets, which daub with untem- 
pered morter, to brand the Religious with ſome od7044 name or other ; that ſo they might. 
perſecute the rrath themſelves, with the 2? danger and cppoſition ; andmake ir barefall unto. 
others ; who looke ro further, then upon the 2urſide, or viſard which they have par uwp= 
OoBit, The Scripture and Ecclefiaſticall hiſtory abounds with inſtances, As 1 King.x8. 
I7. Pſal. 35.1. 0b 4.67to1r. Nehem. 6.6, Af,6.13.and 17. 6,7.18,1 g.and 24.5,6. 
and 23.22. 1 Cor. 4.10.13. 2 C9or.6.8. And many the like, which would be tedious to 
relate, Neither were they thas dealt withall, by a few, or inſoine one place: but the peo 
ple of GOD,and the Dodrine of CHRIST were every where thus uſed, A.'28. 22. And' 
if it benot ſo now,fer che Reader judpe. x | 

:Is ir not the manner of a Cort Chip lgnes; Epiſcopal Preachzxs, double benefic'd- men, 
Scandalous Miniſters, and the like, upon as falſe and tcandalous grounds, rotell the people, 
yea and the King rvo, That we are movers of Sedition, Troublers of the State; Rebels, 
Dyers againſt rhe Decrees of Ceſar, Publiſhers of new,Fatious, and ſtrange Defrines; Ring- 
leaders of Setbs and Schiſmes ; Contentious Perſins, Hypocrites, Puritans, Browniſt 5, Anabap- 
zifts2 And that we preach in Tubs? Wirh intinice ſuggeſtions of this narure, able (as they 
are Phulibly urged) ro ſhake an ungrounded judgement, Which termes ſavour of nothing 
bur pure melice and venomous rancor againſt all grace and goodnefſe, Under which names 

_dexiſed by them, and raken up fromthem ; how are rhe Religious hated, perfecuced, re- 

viled, and ſcoffed at 2 Neither matters ir, - how juſt their accufations be ; but how ſpire- 
fall. ::Yeazunder colour of inveighing againſt Puritans, how doe theſe unpreaching Miri - 
fters lead the Perſons and Doftines of the. Boneft, Fearted with reproaches? What a multi - 
rude of flanders and calumniations doe they afually belch'out againſt them? To make 
chem-{othſame-ro the world? Which Sermons, a man would thinke were findied for the 
Whetſtone : yer beleeve them you muf,or they 1 rake you for a Puritantoo., | 

Thus like Sanſns Foxes, or Solomons Mad-man,their tongues throw Fire-brands,and ar 
enough to ſet the whole field of the Church on a flame, - Yea, the Hitl Ztna does nor 
whezxle our fire-more furiouſly, then fach a Preacher throwes poyſon out of his mouth: 
For he accuſerheven all the Religious, nor oncly of what he hath ſeene and heard ro have 
beene done:by the worſt of men, bu alſy of what he dreameth. Whar one faith of the 
Papiſts ; namely, chat chey never found any error fpued out by the ancients, bur they have 
Gekedirhip ſuperſtitiouſly tro abuſe the ſame, is appliable ro_theſe Miniſters of Saran : 
They never heare 'any ſcoffe,ſlander, or devilliſh invetrve formerly deviſed, but they lick ic 

up, thay they may ſpit ir out againezin the faces of profeſſors. 

Briefly, they fo barke arthe Religious, with reproaches, and fo bire them wich miſ- 
chiefe ewhen ir is in their power ; and none have beene ſo porent with Biſhops as they ) 
That they meritno other reſpeR, then that of Ariftogiton the Athenian Orator ; who, for. 
his we railing, was called a Dogge. And I could heartily wiſh char Authority would muz- 
Ft *239, | | . | 
: Thus they take away the Righteouſn effe of the righteous from thenr: as. Iſaiah ſpeakes of - 


— — _ 


— 


* 


. of Un-preaching Miniſters that ethfie to dammation. To 
the falſe Prophers, in his rime, 1/a.5.23. And-make them accounted as the very fi/th of th® 
world, and off-ſcouring of all things ; as the falſe Apoſtles did the Chriſtians in Saint Pauls 
rime, I Cor. 4. 10. 1014, Yea, as once thoſe mockers, AF, 2, imputed the tue worke 
of the SPIRIT ro drunkemneſſe; ſo theſe even traduce all the Graces of GOD in his children. 
Onely they ſpake it ignoranthy : theſe I feare, knowingh and maliciouſly. Which makes 
jr no l[efſe then Blaſphemy ; like that of the Scribes, and Phariſtes, Matth, 12, 24. 
For Blaſphemy- is a Witting and malicious ſpeech of Derogation, either againit the truth of 
GOD, or againſt the GOD of Truth ; or againſt the Friends of GOD and Truth, However, 
they are the enemies of the Croſſe of CHRIST, fpoken of Phzl. 3, 1. Unto whom thoſe: * 
words ofthe Pſalmiit may hirly- be applyed. Thou giveſt ity mouth tw evill, and with thy 
gongue thou forgeſt deceit : Thouſirteſt and ſpeakeſt againſt thy brother, thou ſlandreſt thy 'own- 
mothers Sonne, Pſal.g0.19,20. And againe, Pſal, 1 20- 3.4. Thy lymg-and deceirfull rongne is 
as the ſharpe arrewes of the mighty, and as the Coles of luniper (which rakedup (as they ſay) 
will keepe fire a Twelvemoneth.) And thoſe orher words, Pſal. 52, Thy tongue imagineth 
miſchiefe , and is like aſharpe Raſor, that entteth decenfully, Thou doſt Jove evill mere then: 
good, and lies more then 0 ſpeahe the truth. Thou loveſt all words that may deſtroy ; 0 deceit- 
full tongue | So ſhall God deft roy thee for ever. He ſhall rake thee, and plucke thee out of thy: 
tabernacle, and root thee out of theJand of the living,Verſ.1. to 6, ; 

Queſt, Bur why (may ſome ſay) doethey preach thus 2 

Anſw. For ſundry Reaſons, 

1, One Reaſon is, Coverouſneſſe; 'They know, that if the: Doftrine-of JESU S' 
CHRIST ſhould be:pteached purely'; ir wouldiquire curdowne worldly' porhpe, co- 
veiouſnefſe and idleneffe in the miniſtery,. And feare' alſo, rhatifit ſhould rake place, 
they mult part with one or more of their Tivings; and pur themſelves our of all hope of 
ever riſing higher. Againe, they know the way to pleaſe the Biſhops is, to preachagainſt 
the Puritans, And the way to Preferment is, by pleaſing of them. So their ambition of 
adyancing rheit Owne houſe, blowes our rheir zeae ro GODS houſe. T could confirme this, 
by many examples, But F am forced ro-maime the origiwall ivevery part, thatir may ſic: 
with the ſhort breathr, and withcherimes. Onely rake Ezekielrrteftimony, Cap. 22. They 
deſtroy ſoules fos their owne coverouws Iucre, Ver. 27.28, | 

2. Another reaſon is, Their envy and malice againſt the men, and their graces, ' Some 
(faith the Apoſtle )preach CHRIST even of envy and ſtrife; and ſome alſo of good will. The one* 
part preach-CHRIST of contention,” and nor purely : Suppoſing ts adde more: affiition to my 
bonds, Phil.1.15.16. The env ious emulate, what they cannor imitate, The- ſeed of rhe 
Serpent mortally hates the ſeedof the Woman': And the world, that oxely [over her owne 7 
nyererarely hates:rhemſrhar arc nor ofthe world, e) CE kT IOL | 

Weread,that Arunde/ Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury ſo ſpleened godly Miniſters, and ſuctr 
as heard them; thar he nor onely inveighed againit them in the Pulpir, but ſwore attche- 
Tab/e, He would nt leave on? ſlip of profeſſors in this land. And Solomon gives the reaſon, 
Prov,29, He thar is upright in hu way, abaminarfon to the wicked, Verſ, 27. Whichenvyand- 
malice ſo ſteepes their rongues in Gall and Vinegar, that norhing can proceed from them, 
ofthe parties envied; hur bitter and ſharpe words. Yeayrheir hearts are ſofull-ofrhe Ser- 
pents enmity, that: if they ſhould nor ventthemſelves” his way, their uncontdinable malice' 
andenty would ſoone burſt them, as Seneca thoughr, And yet inthis they hurt rhemſelyes 
more then us, like the Fly who fingeth her owne- wings, and 'rorments Her ſelfe in the 
flaming light, which the labours ro extinguiſh ard purour. How theſe Nadabs and Abbu's 
will anſwer GODfor offering this fff ange.fire upon his 4/tar, 1 know 2net 3 'onely this E 

ſay; Aereafter itwilF be too 1ate to diſpite che matter, when GOD will give noother rea- 
ſon of rheir damnation, but this : 1 wilt bee ſantified in them thar- come  neare meet Levit.. 

. ko;Verlc3: | | - | 
3. Anocher reaſon is; Having-made rryall of a contrary way of preaching, and miſſing: 
tabeled with:-ſuch broth as he loyes z a5 hnding- neirher the applauſe Nnor- preferment hee! 
che Hoh | C2, looked+ 
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' fooked for, and thought himſclfe worthy of; (though-no body elſe thonght ſo) hee 
doubts nor, bur ro have ir this way. Whereupon he inveighs moſt leudly and loudly againtt 
chem, that (as he thinkes ſcerne him,and ſcreene his hopes from him. Wherefore now 
the Trumpet of Moſes is made a Tranke ro ſhoor Pelletzar Truths, and-Moſes his friends. And 
the Charafters of ſlander muſt be drawne in the oyle of te Taberracle ; to the abomination 
of GOD and man. Arixs driving ambiriouſly at a Biſhoprick was prevented by Alexander 
his Competitor the werthrer man ; though not eſteemed his match for ſome naturall pares, 
Upon rhe milling his ſuirhe purſued his ſpite, by broaching an bereſie, That afcer the 
repulſe he mighrſeeme ſome body, and draw a world of Difciples after him : As Theo- 
doret obſerves, Whichis much the condition of theſe men. They know they areno way 
giſred ro further the Goſpell with credit and gaine to themſebves : Therefore reſolve ra have 
its by bending their wits another way. As you have heard, what a lictle man ſaid once 
ro his Chamber-ſellow inthe Univerſitie: who taking the ſame courſe, came afterward. ro 
Great preferment,and hath ſped thereafter. And hay ing ſound out how this way-of preach+ 
ing takes with nacurall men, and how they are applauded, (as I ſhall ſhew-afrerward) 
they thirſt afrer nothing more then to excell in this kind ;.and ſo proceed from bad to 
worſe. As the praiſe tha Sylla gave ro Cinne made him commit perjury. 

Now let goe all kind of preaching that may profit; Jer goe rruth, let goe the glory of 
G9d, he'is reſolved ro become famous though it be for infamy. Like Heroftrarzry, who 
burnt wich wild fire the famous Temple of Dzana, to ger himſel'e perperuall fame, And 
thar the birth may,anſwer the &orcep:7on, he rucnes all his Rocke into foure or ſix-Sermons, 
which ſhall ſerve.his whole life at the Courr;,Univerſetie, Pauls Croſſe, and as he travels a. 
broad the Countrey ; reſembling ſome Needy flanting Gold-Smith, who hath no-hing in 
the inner roome, but allon-the Cypbord, Not that he ſaves by it: For perhaps the mea- 
- neſt of them ſha3ll bee Eleppanti Partun, axeeres Bird, or a child of two yeares breeding : 
one whereof is ſpear in the conception, anorher in faſhioning the members, In which Ser- 
mons their principall,care js, how. to bewirch and ſpoyle their hearers, through a kind of 
Philoſ.phy and vaine deceit, or beguile chem with. ent7cing words 3 which ſhall have a; ſhew 
of humane wiſedome and bumbleneſſe f minde, or voluna!y Religton in wil-woſhip ; and a 
prerence of mens traditions and ruduments of the wor'd, Col. 2.8. And (to give them their: 
dae) they are ſuch ingeniows ſophiſters, that by recreating the ſenſe they can delude rhe un- 
derſtanding, and make geod' ſeeme evill, and evill good. For they give Dragons Gall jn 
a Cryſtall Glaſſe, or withthe Whore in the Apocalyps, Voyſon in a Go[den Cup : So killing oules 
with p yſoned dorine wrapr up in ſugredand lweer words, Yea, theſe Sophiſters have 
ſuch a fangular tranſcendency this. way, and are ſo gifted in the Art of deception, that like 
rheir Holy Father che Pope, rhey can make every thing of any thing. Or like the Sophiſte: s 
of Greece with their eloquence and copiouſneſſe of wit can make of a Mouſe an Elephant, 
and a Mountain of a Molehill, For they oncly exerciſe their wits, how to baſtardize and 
corrupt the very eſſence of things by ſuþtile diRinttions ; rurning falſe manters iro true 
Syllogiſmes,or the like, Wherein they fall not ſhort of ſubtiſe Carneades, of whom wiſe 
Cato confeſt ; that whiles be diſputed, ſcarce any man could diſcerne which was the truth. 
Whence it is Saint Bernardcalling good Preachers the. Light c-the world, compares bad 
ones to Fogs and Miſts, which keepe the people from ſeeing rhe light of the Goſpell, and 
receiving the Grace of GOD. YO ; 

Thusthey preach, butt is Sackward as Arithmeticians write : And creepe into the 
Church for the ſame end,that the Serpent crepr into Paradiſe ; That like Hananiab, Ferem, 
28. they may ſeduce in the place of the Santkary. Neither faile they of their purpoſe: 
For by this meanes; one of them edifies more to dammation then mary of the beſt Preachers 
inthe landcan.doc to ſalvation ; and bring more to. hell then they can doe co Heaven: 
for many ſoules receive from their Sermons thoſe leffons of darkeneſſe which lead them 
Readily unco exernull derkentſſes And (co givethema their due ) they have learned ro handle 
the ſenſuall ſo ſweedy that they thinke ica pleaſure to be ſeduced, For ai a /uſtfulf pores ; 
; PIcicts 
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prefers a painted Harlot before a modeſt and chaſt Woman : $0 ir is not hard for the AﬀeZion 
ro Coſen the Judgement. And he is wortky to be Decerved, that either values things, as they 
ſcerre ; or loves fallhood Eerter cen turath. And ſ{o-you have their Reaſons: ar leaſt ſo 
many ofthemyas time will permit. : 

In the nexr place, Obſerve their Ser pentine ſubtilty. For left their Sanders ſhould nor 
be Beleeved;and the hook of their falſe dottrine [wallowed; Inthe firſt place they uſe 
ro guild over their coun rerfeir merall with Scriprure ; that ſo ir may paſſe currant. Even 
as/Phyſicians ſheath their Fater Pils withSugar, that they may be taken with Delight : 
Though with nothing ſo honeſt a Guile. And, that the Word of GOD may feeme 

ily. of their inveflives , and nor the Serpents Enmity ; Theſe White Devils in their 

mons, will ſo fir $c71prres ro their purpoſe, and make them ſd ſuite with rs mp 

that Malice it ſelfe thall Pnſuſpeed raile in the very Phraſes ofthe Holy GHOST : And 
they will beat their enemies, (though G ODS friends) with D;vinity; And think they 
may ſpeak what they will, fo ir bein the words of Scripture ; though talſely wreſted and 
applied, Ler them have a Seeming eppoſition of Vice, though indeed ir be a Yerme z They 
carenot how they rage. Theicreproofes ſhall be no other then Libels, and their Sermons 
then Philippicks :S0 the Abuſe of Divinity, ſhall be maintained by Divinity ; and ſhe mi- 
ſerably furced to juſtifie, and continue her owne wrongs 3 and G O D forced to ſpeak for 
Baal:: the SPIR1T forthe fleſh, Even fathering lies on che Father of Truth, and 
reaching the Baſtard: of their own braine,to call rhe Wiſdome of Heaven Father. 

Indeed ſome chat have not obſerved this deepneſle ot Saran, will hardly think ic poſli- 
ble they ſhould alkeadge the Ward of G O Do, asto ſerve their rurnes, in this their way 
of preaching. Bur they have learned in the Colledge of Cardinals, and in the Vniverſity of 
Rome nd lefie then Eight Severall waics of corrupting the Word of G OD, and deluding 
the world, Which1, out of my Slender Abilities, and ſmall reading, can trace them in. 
As will appeare, whencheſe Charafters thall comelorth at large, which I cannot ſtand to- 
amplifiezin this Abſtrat, 

1 conſefle » the moſt common and uſuall way, that theſe-prophane Be/ſhazger; have, to 
Drinke Carnal Caroufes inthe Spiriuall Veſſels of the Temple, is, by Miſ- Application; 
For,if they cite nota Text, with Mut1/ation, nor with Diſtortion, the Beginning withour 
the End,or the Exd without the Beginning 3 by wronging the words , nor wreſting the 
ſenſe 3 by maiming, nor perverting it: Yer, by Miſ-apphing \t, they wjH# tune the Truth 

G @D intoa Lie. 

As put the caſe-they preach againſt Straining out Gnats, and Swallowing Camels: Or 
Making a Glorious Profeſſion without Praftiſe : Againſt Stngulariy, Cenſoriouſneſſe, and Raſhe 
judging 3 Or ſuch as are Pure in their owne eyes ; C rafty and unjuſt in theit dealings ; A- 
gainſt Rebel/ion, and Diſobedience to Magiſtrates, 9c. Or, if their humour 'lead them to - 
Extoll $incerity, Humility, Charity, peace, patzences Brotherly-love and Fellowſhip, GOD S 
Mercy, and the like: As cheſe (if you marke it) are the uſuall rheames they make choyce 
of (except thoy cry up Praying, and praiſe Diligerce in our Callings ; that they may cty 
downe Preaching, and condemne ſo much Aearing, and buſying our ſelyes ſo much abour 
Religion) And whereim they moſt excell, whether in praiſing, or diſpraifing : Ir is ſtrange 
ro ſee, how they will lay load upon the Religious under ſome difgracelu!l name, or other; 
applying the Exceſſe, or Defet ro none, bur them » whoſe onely care indeed is, if they 
were rightly confidered, withour prejudice, to live, as if there were no Goſpel; and to 
die, as if rhere were no Law. "When- indeed , if they did apply them tothe righe parnes, 
that are moſt guilty, in commirtingthoſe ſinnes, or onurring thoſe duties ; namely A/? Car- 
nall and Vnhallewed Divines,who profefie themſelves Miniſters of C HR 1 $ T, and GODS - 
mouth to the people: yea, who profeile Holineſſe and Innocency in their very Veſtures, pro- 
ſane people and.ignorant perſons ; As I could both cahily and fully prove, If I might 
and ro anſwer theſe,, and the like their Serpentine Subtilties in particular ; They could | 
nor. but confelle, (as once David ro Nathen) thar They, and They onely.are The men Guilty of ' 

tho(e - 
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22 Of Un-preaching Miniſters that edifie to damnation. 
thoſe crimes , which they ſo ſeverely condemne in others.” | | | 
Bur, if chey were nor cunning P/a;zſterers, how ſhould they be fir ro Daub with untempes 
red mortar: Ezek. 13. 10. Onely hence wemay note, who are Falſe Apoſtles. And, thar, 
in Perſonall Application great heed muſt be taken : For otherwiſe a man may be a Falſe 
Prophet in ſpeaking the truch, if ir be nora trach to the Perſon, ro whom he ſpeaketh ir. 
Ir was a truth which Jobs Three Friends pake ro him, being conſidered apart from the 
Perſon, and Caſe : Bur, as they ſpake it ro him, and applied it, ir was Vtrerly Falſe ; And 
G OD dereſted irin chem,” One: mans mear may be another mans bane. Ando I have 
given you {ome inſtances, how theſe Juplers in Divinity, wreit and pervert the Scri ptures, 
and make Truth t ſe[fe mainraine and juſtifie their Falſh»od, The rime and my memary 
would faile me, if I ſhould undertake to ſer downe all that I have heard and read, inthis 
kind. Forthere is nor a Text inthe Bible, bur Miniſters, that I could name, will draw 
Inferences fromit, either ro Diſcourage the Godly, or Incourage the Wicked, Whom I can- 
not enough admitezthough I honour them not ar all. | 
In deed, For the moſt part you ſhall find, if you mark it, thar all the reſtimonies,which 
chey alleadge for their owne ends; are eirher Tropes, or Figures, or Allegoriesor Parables, 
or Alluftons, or Dark ſpeeches : which, when they preſume ro expound , withour confe- 
rence of other Scriptures, they wanaer and ſtray from tÞe mark : For, if they did nor wreſt 
and peryert the werd, it's impotlible che-T7uth ſhould maintaine Ertor, Therefore we ſee, 
that Eve never erred,untill-fhe corrupted che Texr,Gen. 3.3. 0 13; 
And upon'this file hang all:rhoſe Duſty Cobwebs of Rome, as Purgatory, the Real-Preſerce, 
the DoF+me of Merits in Blowing up States, and+ Mirrdering of Princes, gyc.. Wherein they 
catch ſoules like Flies, and (prey upon them with their poyſonous breath, Bur as we 
ſhould not dravy more from them, then there is in them ; So every place of Scriptureis ſo 
ro be expounded, as it may agree with all, and croffe none. Beſides, ir 1s an Axiome- re« 
ccivedin theirgwne Schooles, That we may nit fetch an Argument in Divinity from Altegories 
and Metaphors, unleſſe we can eljewhere ſhew, that the ſame thing #8 taught imia” Lytergll 
enie. --! + D305 10545 2330401766; RG 0310 5 3 Ak 
- jack There is nota Leafe inthe Sacred Volume , that makes either for Voluptucnſneſſe, 
or againſt Holineſſe, and Purity. For ro Pleaſe Fiſh and Bloud is the Dofirine of Devils, Y ea, 
as it-is Well obſerved, There is not One Obſcene word in all the Hebrew tongue : which is one 
reaſon, why:ris cald, The Holy.Languape.. Neither will theſe; Eagles plumes braoke the 
blending with common fearhers. This heavenly gold ſcornes the mixture, of jbaſe and 
ſophiſticare merals,: Yet theſe men will make.it'a noſe of wane, and with 'their wicked 
hearts decoR the very Goodneſſe of G OD to Ventnme, 4k 
By theſe few inſtances you may ſee, how, that under the colour of alleadging Scriprure, 
they delude the people, as the Egyprian Juglers, by counterſceiting Moſes miracles deceived 
Pharaoh. Thar,when they alleadge it, ſaying with thoſe Falſe Prophets, Exek, 22.238, Thus 
ſaith the L Q.R D: It is other, or otherwiſe then, ever the. Author meant ir; ſoinetimes ta- 
king the words againſt the meaning : Ofren making a meaning againſt the words: Either 
ſuppreſſing ſome of che words, or not-exprefling che true ſenſe, As if they would con- 
veigh away the Gold, andthrow us the Bagge. That, ro utter their Damned Commod;tiess 
they deale as ſome Tradeſmenabout their badde Wares ; Put out the True lights, and ſet up 
Falſe in their ſtead. Thar they wound the truth in her owne coat. And, as Jacob pur on 
the garments of Eſau his Brother, rodeceive1ſaak his Father : So thee, -in the apparell 
of their ElderBroihes CHRIST, ſeek ro beguile:rhe Church their Mother! ,That they 
have nor the Scripture {o much fora Text, as for a Prerexr, In chooſing whereof thiey 
eric alſo, by inverting the order, | For they hiſt make their Sermons, and chen look for a 
Text ; which hey take ourroo with the lefr hand. Though indeed there is nota Text ot 
Sacred truth, which their Gloſſe corrupts not : Foras GOD brings Good our of Evill: 
ſo theſe bring Evill our of Good, Wherein they come (o farre ſhort of Pau! ; who,com- 
Paring himſelfe wich the falſe Apoſtles, 2 Cor.4.2, laith; We walke not in craftipeſſe go 
wer 


. By falſe wreſting and miſapplyinge the Scripture. © 23 
ther handle we the word of God decertfully : But 1n declaration of - the truth we appr ove our 
ſelves to every mans conſcience, in the ſight of 6 0 D. That they are worſe then Balaam;, who, 
pe Balaak, faid; What haſt thou done ' 1 r0oke thee to Curſe mine enemies : And beheld, Thou 

aſt Bleſſed them altogether,) anſwered, (Though he had as good a mindeto Curſe the Chil» 
dren of I//ael,as theſe the people of GOD) and ſaid, Muff I not rake heede ro ſpeake that, 

which the LORD hath put in-my mouth ? Numb. 23.11, 12, Being ſuch falſe reachers as 
Saint Peter foretels of, that Bring upon themſelves ſwift de ſtruFion, 2 Pet.2. 1, 2.And Sainr 
ey Jud, verl, 4. Being ungodly men crept in unaware: ; who mrne the Grace of GOD into 
Laſerviouſneſſe, being before of old- ordained to Condemnation. | | 
It is ſaid, Revel, 32. whichis the Clſing up of the Bible. If ary man ſhalt adde unto 
theſe things, G 0 D ſhall adde unto him the Plagues that are written in this books. Ard, if any 
man of take away from the words of this booke, GOD ſhall take away bis part out of the 
booke of life, and out ef the holy City, and from the things that are written in this booke, verſ 18. 
19..1-wiſhtheſe men would minde it, and what a faire bufinefle they make of ir, fo wreſt- 
ing the Book of Grace, thar they quire wreſt themſelves bur ofthe Book of Life. 6 
Yea, Deftrsjon is threatned ro every Prophet ihac ſhall bur Conceale the truth : ot for- 
beare to Reprove Sinne tharplys Ezek. 3.17.18,19.% 23.8, 1 C97. 9.16, and other 
places, How much mort inthis Caſe 2 For alleadging Scripture ro mainraine rhy finne, 
and to revile hotineſſe is to preſumero wreſt, GODS weapons out of his hand; and as , 
« were, ro wound' himwith his own? Sword, * And I wonder how they dare climbe upin- 
co the Palpir; with ſuch a purpoſe, ſot feate, feſt Thunder ſhould ſtrike them downe againe. 
Rut roſpeake ro them, who have (worne allegeancero the Prince of darkneffe, is labour in 
vaine. 

\.. 2, Another ſlight of theirs, is this; Knowing that if rhe Cup of heir poyſon were not . 
rubd with Hony, it would nor downe : And that their baſe Coine would nor paſſe, excepr 
they mixeirwitha confiderable quantity of good money : They will nor vent their devi- 
ſh Doftrines without amixrure of 'ſome wholſome Truths : like as Gardeners will ſow ' 
among the herbs, that are who}ſame and pleaſant, others noyſome- and yenomous.” . Or 
rather Hanniba!; who, to intrap his enemies, mixed their Wine with Mandrakes z. whoſe 
operation is berwixt S/eepe and Poyſon, Or as Avicen was made away, 'by Annoying the 
booke with poyſon which he was to read, Or rather like the Devil, who, as Latanns ſaith, 
many times ſpake truth in Oracles, to the inter he might ſhadow his falſchoods the more ' 
cunningly. Theſe men are the Servants of the'moſt-high GOD; which ſhewumo ws the way 
of ſalvation, As 16. 17, Who would look for the Deyill, under the habit of ſuch good 
counſell 2 Bur what's his reaſon ? He makes a ſhew of under-propping the truth, buthe 
meant to undermine it. | | 

T his old Fox, like the Fox in the Fable, never praiſeth the Law, bur when it may make 
a Way for his booty, Wherefore Paul caſt out the foule Spirit , rhat confeft him. For 
though he ſpake true, he knew to what helliſh purpoſe he ſpake ir, Andour Saviour 'an- 
other, who worſhipped him, and confeſt him to be the Sonne of the moſt-high G'0' D. Mark 

5.7.8. » Hs 

Deceit get: credit in ſmall matters, that it may couſen in things of greater weight, The * 
Dequoy will ſuffer the ſimple man to winne for a while,cill he harh'whetred him on: Then 
he foiks in faiſe Dice, andaſter leaves him in the larch. If fraudulent Merchancs had not 
ſome Good Wares, their Baſe ones-would nor be ſaleable: Bur 'the Good muit help away 
with the Bad, So, if theſe-ſpake nothing bur true, they could not deceive us: if nothihg 
bur falſe, we would not heleeve them. Therefore they mingle the one with the other, as 
men mingle poyſon, with good and ſavory meat; when they intend ro deſtroy, 

S Andthis their crafry and deceitfull kind of wreſting and miſ-applying the Word they 
have immediately learat from the Devil himſelfe, whoſe Chaplaines they are, For he hath 
uſed this kind of handling the Scriprure, ever fince Adam was in the ſtate of Innoccncy; as ' 
appeares by Gens 3.4, 5. and many other inſtances, 1 King. 22. 3IT, 22,1 Sam, 28. 19. 
Pſal,g 1.11, Matth. 4.6 Mar 1.249%, D | "Els 


'24 Of Un-preaching Miniſters that edifie to Damnation, 
Yer, (to give the Devil his due,) Idoe nor finde Saran,in all the Scripture, to be ſo 
injurious againſt GOD, as theſe men: For what is recorded of him worſe then this, utte=- | 
ring ir by the mouth of that Aſſyrian Monarch 2 1 will Aſcend, and be like the moſt- High, Ifa. 

14.13, 14. It was great blaf phemy for che Devil tofay ſo Buritis greater blaſphemy ro 

Perſenare GO D,and bring him in,ſaying ; 1 will Deſcendgand be like the Prince of Darkgeſſe, 

And whart is it better, to make the Scriprure, GOD $ owne Oracles to Deſcend to the Diſg a- 

cing of Verme and true Religion + And to the Magnifying of Vice and Imprety 2 The Diſceu- 
raging of the Good, and Incowaging of the Wicked 2 Swely this is ro make G OD like 
the Devill:CHRIST like An-Chrift : and to bring downe the Holy GHOST ip ficad' 
of the _—_ of a Dove, in the ſhape of a Vulture or Raven. So that however, theſe 
Beaſts, (like that orher Beaſt, Rev. 13. 11.) have Hornes like the Lainb: would ſeeme to de- 
liver nothing but Scripture : yer they Speake /ike the Dragon, Yea worſe then the Dragon, 
And it is hard for ignorant people, who are unacquainted with theſe kind of wiles, not io 
be deceived by theſe Hornes of the Lamb, Forrthere is ng temptation fo dangerous, as 
that which comes ſhrouded ander a Vazle of Holineſſe, and precends Authority from GOD. 
T he Holy Pro pher himſelfe was deceived by Such a Devit,under another Prophets vizard, 
1 King, 13.18, 10.24, Yea Satan made no doubt, but he.ſhould Couſen CHRIST him- 
ſelfe, when he came ro him with a Scripmum eſt: It s-wrinten, Matt.4, 

If Huſha7 had not ſaid, 1 am for Abſolom; And whom Iſrael chuſeth, his will I be.; he 
had nor dilap inted the counſel of Achirophel: which was then like the Oracle of G:0 D; 

- nor re-eiabiithed David in his Kingdome, 2. $arm. 26. 18, 8o, if theſe tae D»#ors thould 
nor ſay:Wegrefer CHRIST; they could nor withſtand the True Miniſters, that deli- 
yer the words of G OD: nor enthrone Anti-Chriſt in the Seat of CHRIS T, 

Bur (bcfides Aleadging of Scripture, and. mixing Truth with Falſhood,) they have other 
Great Advantages, as - ] 2 ; 
3. Theſe Preachersare uſually men of Extraordinary Parts; being for the moſt. par, 
Exceeding witty, fubtile, andeloquent, (did ay umploy theſe. gifrs accordingly) And fill 
the Better their wit, the Worſe , As the Earth, the more fruirfull it is , the more and more 
Pefilent are the Weeds in ir, if it be nor ſowen with good (ced. The ſweerefl Wine tunes to . 
the ſharpeſt V ineger. The farrer the Stone is in the-Toeads head, the more peſtilent is the. 
Poyſon in her Bowels. And it is commonly ſcene, that a wicked man indowed with wit and 
leaming, is like a Spider and her Web: wherein is more, Yenome then Araas theſe verify, For. 
what Deſperate adviſement doe they g ve us, in a Fine-filed Phraſe ? And with what Pow 
exfull 7 Pertinem Expreſſions > Bow doe they , by their E/oquence or Ornament of the 
rongue, ſpread Sweet Snares, and allure the hearrs of men ? For they winne nor by Batte-' 

. 1y, but by Vndermining,which is as ſecret as wicked, 

69 that, what is wanting in the Goodneſſe of the cauſe, is ſupplied. nor onely in the 
Greameflc of the Fees, as I ſhewed before: Bur alſo by the cunning of the Adwecate,. And 
what they cannot performe by the Evidence oftruch, they ſeeke ro atitaine by rhe Elo- 
quence 'of Arr ; which they improvero the utmoſt ; knowing that falſe things have need - 
of foiſtings : and filthy and foule things of ornaments andeoverings, In the meane time. 
we have the ſame cauſe, that fb had ro ſay : Our Enemies ſpeake Elequently againſt ws : But 
our eyes pure out teares unto God, Job.16.,20, 

| Northar we need be diſcouraged: For more likely ro be the Truth; and we GODS 
Choſen; becauſe the wirs of the world diſpute againſt ic,and us. 
. . Wit and Learning is like the Ynicorns horne; which, being in a $kilfull mans hand, is- 
very precious, and of admirable uſe: Bur when ia the. Beafty head, no lefſe hurtfull and 
pernicious, As rhe Church hath alwayesfound to her griefe, How many learned and wits - 

Heretickgdoe we read of ? who were admired for their Fine Conceits, and Elegant Expreſ- 

rons, which fell from them, whiles cheir Opinions and. ſecretly -couched Do@rines, were Dan- - 
germ and Mortall. So that we may ſay.of heir Dottrines, as Eſop ſaid of his Tongues, or Fe* - 
7eny ofſhis Figs, Jer.-24+.3-T hen the good,and true, nothing can be ſpoken benter; Then, 
78ers | 4 
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By falſe wreſting and miſapplying the Scripture! 15 
the bad and falſe, norhing more perilous and vile.Such an one was Balaam: where he ſpake 
well.never any Propher Tpake more Dzvinely:where he ſpake ill,chere was never any Devill 
ſpake more Deſperatly, He could nor make /ſjae/curſ, ed by His Propheſte, therefore he tries 
ro effett ir, by his Po/icy. . He ſends a Troop of Moabitiſh Whores among thom, that ſo they 
might be rempred to offend G O D, and G OD might ceaſe ro defend them. He had con- 
feſt before, Nzmb.2 3. 23.That there could be no Inchantment, nor Witchcraft ageinſt Iſrael.No 
Devils, bur thoſe Shee=Devils could doe it, Numb.,25, 
4. As they are men of Extraordinary parts ;. So they have Extraordinary Aſſiſtance from 
Saran : which is another Prime Advantage, | 
Thar Satan is their Turor, to prompr and afliſt them, ro ſpeake in, and by them ; no 
man can doubr, rhat be leeves Micajab the Pro pher, who relates before Ahab , that there 
Came forth a Spirit, and ſtood before the LO R D, ſaymg, I will goe forth, and be a falſe Spis 
Tit in the mouths of all his Propirets. To whom the L ORD anſwered. Thou ſhalt perſwade 
Ahab, and alſo prevaile. Gze forth, and doe ſo, 1 King. 22.20.21. x Chren, 18, 18.to 23, 
Or that Scriprure, Matth. 13. 25. where ſpeaking of the Envz015 man ſowing Tares among 
the #heat, Our Saviour tels them plainly : That the ſaid Enviows man was the Devil, v. 39. 
Or laſtly, Our Savimrs words to Peter, Matt”, I 6+ 23 Get thee behind me Satan. Bur their 
Praiſe ſuſticienily proves ir. For needs muſt that be a Serpentine Expoſirien,which Gnaw- 
erh out the Bowel: of the Text. | 
Now if it be Sarans Heart in their lips : and that he doth prompt and alliſt them: ir 
muſt likewiſe be granted that he hath more knowledge, gens and experience , then 
any man alive, Yea, putall the wits in the world together, and then adde Sarans there 
unto : The taſt(like figures in Arithmerick,) will more improve the ſame, then all thar 
went before ir, So that whatſoever a mans owne Motter-wit is ; he, that hath Satans wit 
ſuperadded, is able ro doe more miſchiefe, then many other men, And ir may be ſaid of 
fuch an one, as ir wa3 of Ceſar. There were z3n him Ten-ſuch as Marius, Yea, If. ir be true; 
as ir*s reported, That a, Serpent baving ſwallowed a Serpent, becomes a Dragen:: what mult 
his 'Subti/ty be,thar hath the Sub1ilty of this 01d Serpent infuſed into him? We have known 
poſſeſſed men ſpeak languages,they were never ravght ; and we have had experience,thar 
Magicians (throngh the permiſſion of G OD) were able to doe whatſoever the Devil 
himſelfe could doe, So that, as an Ape is like a Baboone ; onely a Baboene is Bigger ; So thieſe 
Little Seducers are like the Great Seducer; onely he is the Elder and more experienc'd; 
having aſed this Art now neere upon $7x Theuſand Yeares, No maryell then, that: Fall 


_ . beod hath more wit to deviſe, then Truth. For He *nuſt needs goe, that s Devil-driven, As 


when any one goes aboutan Evill Buſineſſe ; Ir is firange to ſee, how ready the Devil is ro 
ſct him forwards : how carefull rhat he ſhould want no turtherances. So, that if any man 
would bur be Leud!ly-witty, he ſhall be ſure to be furniſht with tore of profane jeſtsjecres, 
" and ſcoffs: wherein a looſe heart hath double advantage of the conſcionable, But mare 
eſpecially doth he aſtiſt his C/ergy ; by whom, and in whom he ſpeakes ; as ſomerimes 
Clients doe by their Advocates. | 

When David had heard the Subr:le woman of Tekoa, how cunningly ſhe had contrived 
her ſpeech touching .4bſo/om : he preſently perceived, that Joab had an hand ir ir. 
T he which ſhe ingenuouſly confeſſeth, ſaying: Thy ſervant Joab bade me ſpeak this, And 
he put all theſe wards into my mouth, Even ſq, when we heare ſuch a Sermon ; and tinde ic 
ro excell rheir accultomed O0rations, in a Subnle kind of ſopbiſtry : (as,though tie Sea be 
in perperuall agiracion : yer the Spriug-tides rife higher then rheir fellows) We may pre- 
ſently conjeCture, or rather conclude , T hat Satan hath a ſpeciall hand in this bafinedle, 
And, I' doubt nor, (ifthey would, with her, acknowledge the truth, and nexher Tune: ts 
the r1ght hand, nor tothe left) bur they would conteſle the ſame. 

However; Their zeal and fervency to defend the Devils cauſe proves it ſufficiently, 
T Fbn3. 14. when in preaching for him, or againſt the good and goodneſle, they are like 
Craſſus, who eycn burſt hisfides in pleading for fr” ce neither 6f rhe It is enough 
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26 of Un-preaching Minifters that edifice to damnation; 
we heare Sainr James affirme ; Thar this Tongue ( full of deadly poyſon, Ying from a Corrufy 
c 


heart fraught with Bitter envy and ftrife) 4 ſet on fire from Hell, And chat this Wiſdome is 
not alone Earthly and Senſua Il, put Deviliſh, Jam.3 .6.8.1 4,15. 


ke. // - Now pur all rogether: Firſt, Their 4leadging GODS Word, Secondly, Their Mixing 
IT of tthwith Falſnd, Thirdly, Their Excelling in Wit, and Learning. Fourthly, The 
H Great Helpe and Supply they have ſrom Saran : And you will no whit marvell thar their 
preaching ſo takes withimen of the world : who count that Preaching which ſaves ſoules, 

no berrer chen Foolifhneſſe. | 


.. For otherwiſe, were notthe danger morein the Men, then in their Canſe: Had not theſe 
Two Great Curtizans of the world (Profaneneſſe and Antichriſtianiſme ) ſo Cunning Pandor: ; 
F could not but wonder how they ſhould ger any bur Foeliſh Cuſtomers ; where the Goſpe1 
(in many Pariſhes) is ſo purely raughr. 

Bur theſe fajſe Prophets, as they uſe the matter, are able ro ſeduce, (if it were poſſible) 
the very Ele, as our Saviour thewes, Marke 13.22. As lerthere be Two Miniſters inthe 
ſame'Pariſh: One a Simon- Mags, that is, Parſon; or Curate pur in by the Biſh»p ; the other 
s Simon-Peter, that is, by a Special providence choſen Lefturer, Whar's the iſſue? The 
onecomesin CHRIST S name: Therefore him they receive nor. «The other comes in 
His owne name ; and him they receive, John 5. 43» The Fore-noons man is Of the World , 
and therefore ſpeaks of the World ; And theſe men of the World Heare him, 1 Fohn 4.5, 
The Afternoons manis0f GOD; andthey AHeare himnor ; becauſe they are nor of GOD, 
verſe6, | E.07 

' Siymon- Magus his Sermons are made to P /eaſe : But withalfro KF, A3 All Peyſons Kill ory 
Fg Torments: Some caſt into a ſleepe, Or make men Laugh, tl they fall downe 
D | | 


Simon-Peters, tro Profit, Of whom the LORD ſpeaks, Jer. 3.15. 1 will give you 
Paſtors according to mine owne heart, which ſhall feed you with knowledge and underflanding.. 
The DstFine of the former being like the Angels Book: Sweet in the Mouth, but Bitter inthe 
Bowels, Revel. 10.'9. That ofthe latter like Mithridate : Bitter to the Fleſh, but Soveraigne 
for the SouJe. Well knowing that a MortaE wound muſt be Throughly Searched, ere itcan 
be ſourdly beaked, And: that no Pwgative Medicine can bring Health , without ſme 

_ Griprng. 

And wherethe LOR Dis pleafed to place ſuch an one: Ir is the Greateſt B/eſſing he 
can give to thar Pariſh, And the people are nv lefſe bound to himyfor the verrues he teach- 
erh-chem, ther to their Parenrs, for the life they gave them. | 

- Yet, woe is me ! Naturall and 'fleſhly men are ſo blockiſh, and withall fo ingratefull ; 
Fhat they are nor onely better pleaſed with the former, for his flartery, then with the latter 
forſpeaking the truth: Bur commonly they require rhcir faichfull Minifter, as Abab did 
Micajah; the Falſe Prophets, Feremiah; Herod, John-Baptiſt ; and Demetrius Paul : whiles 

* they thinke norhing Too much, for cheic Un-preaching-miniſter. 

- -Ir-is nor.the Searching, bur the S:orhing Miniftery, thar carries away the peoples ap- 
plauſe: Becauſe they had racher have their 11ch clawed,then Cured. Counſtls are like Faces, 
Thar which is Faire, pleaſerh, Yea, for che moſt part, it fares with Do&rines, as it doth; 
with meats, Thofe that are leaſt who//{gne, are moſt requeſted, Thar plcaferh us, which is 
ſweete to the ſenſe nor that which is Who/ſome to the Conſtrence. 

Neither do the commorr people like theſe Waſps ſo much for rhe Hony in their Combs, 
asforthe fling in their Tai/es, wherewith they gail the godly. For as their Memory is like- 
the Boulter; which caſteth our allthe Ploure, keeping: onely the Branne> Anil themſelves 
like the Ezyptians, who behold the Sunne, the Moone, the Starres, all the Glories of Nature, 
wihour Adrniration ; yea, without Common Regard, untill they cfpy a Crocodile, an ug- 
Iy Serpent ; and then downe on their Knees ro worſhip zt : (a they will paile over a!l whol- 
forwe Inſtruftions, applying whatſoever they heare (eſpecially Breter InveFives, and fearſult. 

threatnings ) to others; As, Thy belongs to Puritans ; That t0 ſuch, and ſuch an _ ; not to. 
T7 ar TECTED. SPL a mkclyes, 
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By falfe wreſting and miſapplying the Scripture.” © : 27 
themſclves, Even as one Monkie looking in a glaffe, things he ſees another Monkies ſace,and 
not his owne.. 

In a word ; Theſe men will make no other uſe of what they heare, then Spiders doe, 
of whart they receive. Suck outall the Poyſon, and leave the reſt, And ir is juſt with GOD 
it ſhould be ſo, Becauſe they firſake my Law, which I ſer before them ; and have net ebeyed 
my vgyce , reither walked therein: but have walked after the imaginaticn of their owne heart, 
and after Baalim, which their Fatkers taught them. Therefore thus ſaiththe LORD of Hiſt, 
the G 0 D of Iſrael: Behold I will feed them, even this people with Wornwood, and give them 
waters of Gall to drinke, Þr. 9.3: 14 15- Againe, more expreſlely, 2 Theſ, 2, Becauſe they 
received not the Love of the Truth, that they nught be ſaved : For this cauſe GOD ſhall ſend 
them ſirong deluſions, that they ſhould beleeve Lies. Thet they all might be damned , which be- 
leve not the Truth, but kad pleaſure in unrighteouſreſſe, verſ. 10,11,12. T his is a Sure, bur 
a Sore Judgement, Will they not adhere to the G O D of Truth ?- They ſhall be urned over tothe 
Father of Lies. Becauſe Ahab will not beleeve Mieajah ; Therefore a Lying Spirit fhall 
deceive his Prophers, to deceive him. The Jewes had forbidden the Sober Prophets to pro- 
phefie : Therefore they ſhall have Drunken Prophets, that ſhall Propheſie of Wine and ſtrong 
drinke ; and walke in tle Spirit of Fa!ſhoed, Mica, 2.11. Jer. 5.30,.31+ Iſa 30.10. 2 Tim. 

4 3» 4- Such a people, ſuch a Prophet am I ſpeaking of. For, 

2. Inſtead of Converting, he Perverteth by Hearer;;dealing with them,zas an Ilf Plyſtian 
with his Patent ; thar purgerh away the Good Humeours , and leavesthe Bad behind them. 
Or as Vermine doe by Poultry ; that ſuck our the beſt bloud from them, and leave onely 
the refuſe. His Sermons being worſe then ſo wany infefious bits of weat: For, as that 
cauſeth all the wholſume fooda man haih- eaten, to be vomited up ; ſo ir ſelfe is yomi- 
ted up withall: Whereas his De&trines drive out the Truth, as one naile drives out another, 
and ſticks faſt in the roome, Falſhcod after Truth is like Aloes Rirawed upon Any, a linke 
whereof takethaway all che former ſweernefle, 

Yea,ſuch a ſedgcing Preacher ſhall be able with one Sermon to pull downe,undoe,and 

make void whatſocver a faithfull and powerfull M inifter hath built up and cftabliſhed in 
the hearts of his hearers, with great paz nes, in many yeares. And no marveil, If we con- 
ſider how averſe we are from Good, and how prone we are to Evil, by nature ; As having 
the wind of Satans remprations, and the tide. of our owne affeRions to drive us forward. 
A Ship atSea isnot carried on her voiage , without great force of the wind ; whereas a 
lirtle urchin-fiſh call'd a Remora, by ſticking her horne mro it, will top;her , though un« 
der ſaile, in her full Careere, . Great trees, which are long in growing , may be rooted up 
mn an inſtant. Heroſtratizs an Obſcure and Baſe fellow could eafily in one night burne the 
Temple of Diana at Epieſus ; which was 220, yeeres in building, of all &fta, ar the coſt of 
ſo many Princes, and beantified with the labour and cunning of ſo many exceilent work+ 
men. , 
. Indeed: whatthings this Un preaching Miniſter hath planted, are like to lat : For he 
fo rankles and feftersthe affe&ions of his hearers, thar he leaves no poſſibility of. their a+ 
mendmenr, They hatch Cochatrice egges (ſaith the Prophet) and weave the Spiders webbe. 
7 that eaterh of their egges dieth ; and that which is trroddenupon, breaketh out znto aSerpent, 
IJa. 59 5. | 

His Sermons, like C7rces. Porjons, are Too ſtrong for all Antidote; : And their condition 
likerhe K ;ngr-Evi/l: thar none but G O D himſelfe can cure: For the pazties thereby are 
{o Metamo7 phog'd, that eucher they become Stp7d and Blind to all. ſpirituall Objefs (like 
the ſpefacors of Perſexs, when he put on Medrſa's head, for the redeeming of Andromeda) 
reſolving to caſt off all cate of their ſoules, and never to heare. other Preachers. Forgetting 
that they vowed themſelves to CHRIST in their Baptiſme,To be his Faithfull Souldiers and 
Servants, unto their. Irves end. And that,if they keep not their Vim, in doing.their Vimoſs, 
thcir Sin i5no lefſe then perjury. | 

i, Orelſe.inthe next place, they liave the Toad 2p againit all good, Ry” in. 
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2 of un-preaching Miniſters that edifit to Danomation, 

* their braines,” which makes them ſee, heare and rake all chings with the left ee, eare and 
hand, AA.2. 13.4% 2649.1fa, 5,320, And then like a man our of his way : The fatter 
they runnegthe farcrher of, And ir becomes a greater worke ro unteach them that, then to 
reach thera rhe whole dury of a Chrittian beſides, 

And indeed how ſhould better cloath be made of fuch yarne > Our blood cannor bee 
good, ifour diet be unwholſome. Neither can our hearts or affe&ions,our- words,or our 
warkes be good unlefſe the milke be wholeſome whereupon wee feed, However their 
 hearers learae this lefſon from their Sermons, to prattiſe what they teach. And Satan 
hath his ayme, which is, t0 make Sanfification an odious thing, by fafining upon it, out of 
the pulpir, ſome vile reproach ; thar men may be aſhamed co ſerve GOD, and be ſaved, 
As for example. Let a man bur abandon his former toule finnes, live more circumſpeR. 
ly and warily then his neighbours abour him : Inftantly this his holinefſe growes very offen- 
five torhem, and appeares to be bur hypocriſte, or at leait zdle ſcrupuleſiry. Whereapon 
they brand him for a Puritan. And this being the verdift of thoſe, who count themſelye; 
honeſt men, and their neighbours thinke no leife : (ro whom civill men are almoit Puri- 
tans; ) like a Kennel of dogs they run away with the cry, and barke out this rerme, againſ} - 
every god man they meer. ; 

Whereby ir fares with Religion, an1 the profeſſors thereof, as itdid with the Land of 
Canaan, Numb. 14.36. Some wicked Miniſters, like the ten ſpies, have broughrup an i!! 
"ame and reportupon the way of truth ; and many of the people following their exam- 
Ple, increaſe the ſcandal, See 2 Per.2.1,2,3- 2 77 3.3. 50 that che godly may take up 
Davids words againit ſuch a Minitter, an1 ſay, Thou haſt made us a ſtrife unt9 our 

neighbours, and onr enemtes laugh at us among themſelves ,Pſal. 80, 6. Andrhis is a ſport ro 
Satan, who delighrs himſelfe in ſerting us rogerher by the eares, Though indecd none bur 
-dogs by clapping of hands will be animated to tight. | | 

Neither are theſe falſe reachers onely ihe cauſe of rhe peoples cenſuring and Mandering 
the good: Bur by rheir Serpentirie preaching, or nat preaching fanrhfully, they are the 
Sole cauſe of all the ignorance and prophaneneſſe in the Land. As it hath fared in all former 
ages. Iris the LORD complaint by Iſa. 9.16, An41 by Jeremiah 6.13,14,15. andagaine, 
Chap.8.40,11,12, and Chap. 23.9.0 22. 

Nor can we expeR other in reaſon. For when the Fountain? is troubled, the ſtreames will 
be muddy. If the Spring be poiſoned,the waters are dradly.He that would (ce whether a fiſh be 
corrupted,doth look upon the bead: For this doth firft purrefy, So ro know the Rare of the 
Flocke,looke upon the Paſtor. And miſerable is thar people, whoſe leaders (in ſtead of 
diſcouraging and reproving ) plor and incourage wickedneſſe. When a-.dittillation of 
evill falls from'the Head upon the Lungs of any pariſh, there nuſt needs follow a dead!y 
Conſumption. - Whar ſhould dire the body, bur the head? And what ſhould dire@ the 
bead but the eye 2 Before Ahab would goe ro Ramoth-Gzlead io fall there, he gathered of 
the Prophers foure hundred men, who ſpake according to hisowne heart, 2 Chron, 18, 5. 
So, when Herod thonghe ro make fooles 5tthe wiſe men, and over-rceach GOD þimſelfe , 
he gathered all che chiefe Prieſts and Scribes rogerther co heare their advice, - Matth. 2.3.4. 
Thetidesof the people move up and downe, arerough or till, according as the winds 
ſtirre more or lefſe, They have no other edge, bur what is given them ; by the- whetſtone 
of their Prieſts crongues, And,as from the heart all memhers have their life: So from'the 
miniſtery, the people hxve their devotion, The common people are fo traftable, that 
they will follow their leaders blindfold, They praQtiſe an undiſcreet ſurrendring of them- 
ſelves up ro. the command of their ſuperiours, If Corah bur kindle rhe fire of conſpiracy, 
nw hundred and fiftie others will bring ſtickes to increaſe ir, Numb, 16.2.3, If Sheba bur 
blowe a Trumper, the reſt are ſuddenly up in armes. Like thoſe beaſts, Dent, 14. They 
ſwallow and never chew the Cud, Fherefore when Drogeues mer a fellow that behaved-him- 
ſelfe rude!y ; he gave his Tutor a whetir on the care. £4.% 

The kingdome is all oyerſpread with Ignorance, Atheiſine,and all manner of Prophantneſſe 
| | rom 
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By falſe wreſfting and miſapplyingthe Scripture. 29+ 
from the Court ro the Cotrage ;' from the Rebe to the ragged Ceat. Scarce one in ten- of 
any degree or procelhon that is norCovetows, or prophaxey. a curſed ſwearer or «+ beaſtlike 
drathard ;  Anmncleane perſon, an oppreſſor, an idolater , a Sabbath-breaker. - Or, if notori-. 
ouſly none of theſe, Hes a bj1ter Ma/ignang againſt reformation, and cannorendure him, 
that walks ftrifly according ro Rule, Yea, he ſo Hates to. be reformed,that. he cannot ſo 
much as endure the name of Reformation. Like Lewis the eleventh, who fearing to die, gave 
command, That none ſhould dare to name death within his Court IP 

This is ſo plaine,rhat irneeds no proofe. Feras in. Feryſalem there were'Fa@ions, by 
which (as Joſephs reports) more of the natives and Cnizens were ſlaine within the wals, 
then withour by the common enemy : 89 it.is now in evety Citie and Towne in Englend. 
Did nor GOD in his goodneffe crotle their confederacy, and carry on the worke by anin-' 
viſible aide, | 

But ſuppoſe I ſhould omit all men of qu4/:tze : And mention onely the Ratble, thar like 
beaſts know no other end of their creation, bur recreation, butro eate and drinke and ſleepe'; 
whar an Army of theſe might be muſtred ont of our Suburbs, and ſo-all the kin © over 4 
whom idlencfie hath diſabled to any ſervice, and who are neither fit for GOD nor ren. 
And yet did they bur like Worms and InſeQs, ſpend up the corruption of the land, and: 
leave.us che lefſe, it were fomewhat : But they arc worle ; even diſtaſes and unwholeſome 
Aires 10 byeed infeion among us. 

+ Now whom may wethanke for all, bur the Mimiſtery?Either in their nor uſing or abuſing 
che-Kriez: Or elſe in their not preaching, Of Serpentine preaching : whereby a Flood-gare of 
iniquirie is ſer wide.O pen. Yea, if the devi/{ himſelfe ſhould be confulred withal),to know 
which were the readieft way to throw downe the Goſpell'; Idoubrnor but he would fay this, 
ifhe ſhould chooſe, Send a great mmber of thoſe: Preachers. which are already ſent. Yea, 
(now I remember) when he was once ſo conſulted with: Theſe were his words, F will 
goe out, "and be a falſe ſpirit in the mouths of all bis Prophets. To whom this anſwer was' 
made. Thou ſhalt intice, apd ſhalt alſo prevaile,s King.22.20,21,2.2. | 

What Pyr7þas once ſaid of Ciness his Counſeller: Namely, That he more efteemed his ele 
quence, then the valour of all bis Captaines, may be affirmed of them. Saran more efteemes 
the ſophiſtry ef his Preaching Miniſtry (perhaps of ſome one of them) ther: all his Lay- 
ſervants ; forſachan one will let in more wickednefſe.in one day, then the Magiſtracy can 
throw out in many yeeres, Nevertheleffe, ler Authority looke to their caftigation, and 
theſe mens too : or anſwer ſor their miſchzeſe, 

But who are they, with whom theſe fallc Pro phers are rhus preyalent ? 

Take this for a rule. They are either; 

"IJ. J1gnorant Perſons, or 
2. Wicked men: beare with the diſtintion though he thac is one is both, 

I For the firſt of theſe Saint Paul gives teitimony'; who ſpeaking of theſe rimes and 
perſons,ſairh; That with faire ſpeech and flatteringthey deceive the hearts of the ſimple;Rom. 
16.18." Anditis a ſafficient argument of theſe mens ſimplicity, . when they are like the 
Horſe, which neighed at the Pifture of an Horſe, as if ir had beene a true horſe. 'And like 
the Caſfe in the Epigram, which went to ſucke the Teaxez of a painted Cow, Sinne is ſtrong, 
when it meers with a weake refiſter, | 

How. eafic is it for error to domineere over 7gnorance ? *They Jead captive ſimple women, 
ted away with divers Iuſts,2 Tim. 3.6. Silly women are eafily led captive by fibtill men. Now - 
no maryell chat Jacob rooke Leah for Rache/,when it was in the darke; or that Iſaac tooke 
Jacob for Eſau,when he was blind. | Serh 

2, And tothe ſecond,So/omen ſpeakes home,P/0v.17.: The wicked giveth heed 10 falſe 
lips ; anda lay hearkneth to the naughty tongue, Verl. 4, 

And againe,Prov: 28 They that forſake the Law,praiſe the withed, Verſ. 4.., Though you: - 
need bur looke upon their lives, being like ſuchas have a diſcaſe cald rhe Woolfe,which - 
is alwayesearing, yer keeps.the body. leanes See,.1 Tim. 4.1. 2'Tim. 4.4 £x04:33. 1,'.For 
I muitbe brick... . Av. 
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39 Of ly-preaching"Minifters that edifie to damwuation. 
- Asforwiſeandgs24men; who have the min{ of CHRIST, 1 Cor.2.16. And are ac- 
qainred with GODS word : They are fo farre from hting taken with chem, that hey 


' Willnor youchfafe ro heare their Serm5ns, They are not ignorant; That there are many 
falſe prophers gone forth ; Thar either [þ2ake out of their owne bearts, Math. 24. 5.11.24 


4.20.29,30,3ZI. Phil.3-18,19. 1 Jeb.4.1, Orelſe corrupt the word of GOD, 2 Cor. 2« 
Ip. Onpurpoſeto decezve. And therefore are rhe more carefull, with thoſe - Noble Bere- 
ans, 19 try what they heare, by the rouchſkon? of GODS word. As a man will be more wary. - 
lairy every peece of Gold, when he heares! of many counterfeits. And it behoves men, 
In this caſe to be wiſe as Serpents, thar the ſubril- Serpent may not deceive them. And, 
upon triall chey find chem co ſpeake Lies in CHRISTS name, fer. 23. 25. And, as they 


- are,moved by Satan and their corrupt affeftions: in which caſe the HOLY GHOST pro - 


nounces them (be rhey Angels in appearance) Accurſed,Gal.1.9. 

As when they fatter fians, and flouc holinefſe, cheirend muſtneeds be, To make our 
ſoulgs dranke with the wine of their Fornications,Revel.17. 2. For both exceedingly (ayour 
of che. Serpent. | As.touching the one ;' they knew, thar ifa man, a Miniſter, -a Propher'; 
yea, if an Angell cellthem,: char CHREST can be too much obeyed ; he were not to be belee-- 
ved, fincethe Judge of heaven and earth hath ſaid to the contraty. Heb.12,14- And tor 
the other; They are norrto learne, thar a Paraſite is the worſt Traytor, Prov.25.,22 7: 

Ic is not ſufficient ro a wiſe man, that they alſ-adge Scripture. For lo the Devitlcandoe, 
Matth4.6, Nor is it enough,thart they deliver ſome truth from che word. Our Saviour would 
not give Satan audience eyen when he ſpake rye. Becauſe rhat)tr® 'bwas but to tountenance- 
errour, There is ever true corneftrawed under a Pir-fell: yea, Thoſe eares are fall and wergh- 
ty, which are dreſt with Lime,to deceive the poore Birds in a Snow, * Fan +, 

3- Neither will their Wit, or Jrarning winthe wiſeto heare them: Well remembring, 
that aur firſt parents beggerd themſelves by hearkning after falfe riches : and znfamated 
themſclyes, by liſtning after falſe knowledge, Every moyſture is nor a preſerver of rhe 
Lamps light: For though Oyle maintaine the ſame, yer Water quenches ir. And heothar 
cxpeNs profit from ſuch a Sermon, reſembles him, that ſeeking ro light a Linke, puts ou 
the Lamp. 4.2 | 4 

Alas ! They have more of the Serpentto beguile, then wee naturally have to beware, 
Therefore if our owne preſervation be but as ſweetto us, as our deſtructzon is ro them : 
It bechoves us not to truſt them. Inthe MiHars hand we loſe bur our Meale, in the Far- 
riers hand but our Mule in the Lawyers hand bur our Goods, in the Phyſerzans hand bur 
our Liſe. But inthe hands of a bad Divineg. we loſe that which ſurpaſſerh all ;- Our Soule. 
So that ler their notions be nevcr ſo many and rarc, the beame of a Good judgement will 
be able to determine ; thar if the benehits be laid in one Scale, and the inconveniences in 

the other ; that the,ev:# will overweigh and (way downe the goud. + 

True, a mighty fame goes of the 7ranſcendent gifts of theſe Loadſfones, which drawes an 
Iron heart even from White Chappell ro White-Hall. But the poore ſoule ſpecds like Derns ; 
who finding on a Grave-ſt one this Epitaph [Who digs this ground fhall treaſurefind}] greedily 
dig'd there, bur found nothing bur iinke onely. Error hath alwayes moſt words; like a 
rotten houſe thar-needs moſt props and crutches ro uphold it, Simple truth evermorere- 
quires leaſt coſt ; like a beaurrfull face, that needs no painting: or a comely body; which 
any decent apparell becomes. We Plaifter over rotten poſts and ragged walls ; Subſtaniall 
buildings are able to grace themſelves., Why doth the Hare uſe ſo many dowblings, butro 
fruſtrace che ſent of the hounds 2 A great deale of 0ratory beſtowed upon an ill SubjcAzis bug 
like an Onzon, when you have taken off all the P;/s, there is nothing lefc. A wife man that 
regards the good ef his ſoule;will preferre a plaine,powerfull Sermon preacht our of GODS 

Word, before the moſt learned and eloquent Oration preacht on purpoſe co decezve; how 

ſpecious and ſpangked ſoever.ic be, with depth of deviliſh Jearning. And indeed it is þer- 

rer tO drinke good wine @ut of anearthen pot, then unwholſome liquor in a Golden cup, 

4. Nor will a fhew of gravity in their deportment, or of purity intheir habit, or a yu 
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By f#lſe wreſting and miſapplyingthe Scripture. 31 
the ceremoniesſerve. I;is nor Lawne ſſeeves; or a white Swplice,. or cringing at the Name 
of JESUS; orkneelingarthe Sdcrament will preyaile with them... 1; + i A ogrls.« 
. -- Indeed ignorant 1people are heguiled with zloffty and colours, as. Bojet with Babler, 
and Indians with-Rattles... Bur wiſe men will' exam7nie furchery. for feare-of -a connterfer 
commoditie, Alas ! Saran himſelfe ſcemes faire, : when: hee is dreft up like an An gell of 
{ight, and a Woolfe canningly appareld m a ſheepskin couſens. the poore {ambs, That 
darmnable Heretick Pelagius was a man of Auſtere converſation... And falſe Prophets come with 
a 7'%gh garment next their skins, like a G1beonite in his oldſhoer. Therefore we muſt learne 
rodiftinguiſhberweene.Samell andthe Devil, which, the Wirch ; of Endor ſuborned im 
his hkenefte. And we may. cakly doe. ir, by :his «tending. ut of the earth. Hy pocrires 
thinke as Brut ſaid, when he was dymg ; That vere it ſelfe was but a nd'rie, that all Pie- 
ty.is bat a name : And:that name.chey get, Who were they thatoppoſed Pauli Sermon, at 
Antioch? 48.13.50. Devout and bonozable women,and the chiefe men [Devout'] Thar they 
were hon#rgble perſons no wonder. . T.harchey were wilcafrer the fleſh,ng wonder; tha: 
ehey were mightie,no\ wander: 2 For, b Cor. 1.46, Net manywiſemenafier the fleſh , n+ 
tnany mighty notimany nobltrare-called. But: that: deve; : \Refigiongy gealumr. perſons ſhould 
reſiſtthe-trach! This 'is firange,yer rrue.Co4li Dathan and Abmam;ahoſc three reſifters of 


- Moſes, ,werethe moſt famous.gnd eminent «men in the Congregation. -Arid: who more gea- 
lows of the Traditions of the Elders, :ormore wnrebukeable ig his./;fe, then Saint Pauf when 
- he was a perſecuto? 3 


be MinitetgofSarah eur ttemfclyc2 into all ſhapes-ito- make Proſelyees, ; But wiſe 
men willnotbecanyed away widablattuf words, nor wich ſome fhew or colour of nar. 
er, which ungodly menneveriwanragainſt the good. | in waine the net ſpread 4m the eyes 


- - of that which hath mings,Pfow,1. 17 .,Andfihalimcn like fooles, ſuffer themfelves,like Pir- 

(bers, ta be beld by the eates, by ſuch as fiudy ro chear them? GETF 

* -; $5, Nog doe they fdrbeattroheare ſuch onely, becauſe they conceiveir beſt : (though 
that wejeenoughtro weigh 'downe the: contrary opirnyons of carnall hearers.. As when 


Emilins $caurus was accaſedby Varizighe made this, arifwer., :: Zee Romans; Vari ofir- 
2) 


:... meth the crime laid agarnft me'ro>be th rand Scahurue denterh: Whom wrll you rather bele 


o 
. 


But chey:are commanded to curn+ their backs upon ſuch-a-Preachers 1 | 1 1) 
"Ir is the LORDS exprefle chaige that' wee thould not hearken' unto them; Jerem. 23. 
-16, t7, 36. & 29. 3,. 9, Cf 27- gy 10.) Rom. IE, 17, 18; Matth. 7. 15: 2 John 10. 


--Ffay 8.81. Dent.I3 5.9.10. 


1, Hearethem ſo long a3their deFrengeare canemreal!, but no longer. Wnd whiles they ſit 72 
Moſes chaire: but when they ſit in the feat of the:ſcornefull ; ' then +(as the: Apoſtle \ peakes) 
Haven) fellowſhip with ube unfi uirfall wot kes of darknefſe.” Ai'wiſe manwitl nov be hurt of 
a Serpent, becauſe he keepes:himſelfe farre front hjm. But a foole: cicher by gazing on, 
or playing withir, is birten, Wilt thon then. avoyd dangers : youchſafe nor to heare 


them, Ulyſſes had no,way ro eſcape the Sirens inchantments, but by ſtopping his eares with 


wax. Belides it may prove adyantagious to the;Mwiſter' alſo,  For-there is no reprofe 
ſo ſharpe, 35.ſuch a fiſenecontempry | 1 IL oe, | 

© Or admit an experimenrall Chriſtian doe heare ſuch a Preacher, (as itmay.ſo fall our) 
He wil nat cafily by caught by rhe hooke.ofhis falfe dofrine A good hearer will bee 
able rotake the honey and the milke, and beware of the Ning and the hammer ; being 
like a glafſe window, which lerrerh in the l;ghr, bur ſhurs our the wind- and raine, Or 
like a good Nomack , that cxtraQs all rhings fit for nouriſhment, and cafterh our the re- 


- fidygasEXcement, .," 


*.\ 


An Andjtprſhogld not be [jke the Spunge, that:holds all waters both good and bad. 
Norlikethe $zeve, thar holds no water, neither good ner bad: Nor like the Baulrer, thag' 
keepes in thecourſe Branne, and throwes out the fine Flowre :-Bur like the Scry, rhax 
keepes inthe good Seed, and caſterh out the duit and unprofitable darnell, Indeed ſenſuay 
hearers are worle then the very Beaſts, yea then the Plants : For the very Plantshave ſuch a 
| LE. | | naturall 
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32 Of Un -preacting Mipifters that edifie to dammution, 
natvrall vertue, char chey draw anro themſelves rhe good juyce, and rexetrhe bad. And 
the Beaſts can rake thoſe things whichate properly good forrhem; and rejeAthe evil;/a5 
rheyarfoned Apple, in the Mnglivs.. Bur cheſe men are ignoran', wharis good, and whar 
is hurtful ro their Previews Soales. Yea, whatioever theSermon be, they will pick Tome- 
ehing our of it, ro P1yſoh themſelves withall. 

Wiſe Chriſtians goeto a Sermon, aso a Garden : where, if they meete with variery of 
ſweet lowers, they wil plack whar beſt hkesrhem, to carry in cheir hands , ro ſmell ro, 
when they arc away, IT there be.norhing pood'; yer, with rhe Box, they wil workevhat 
coHoncy , which the parnd Spider would:convert ro povfons And wi, by waking ufe 
ofthe Scriprure'; which, (hke Anjadnes thread wo Thefew }* divefts and keeps them bork 
from crrorand danger. | 

And, as Fekeevers, being expert in rhe Word , arc nor cafily raken withtheir falſe do- 
Arine : iSo they wilt much lefſe be fowred or of their fairh, by their preathing, The 51ph- 
169% will hotd.on his wy:-and be , whoſft hantts are pure, ſhall-meveaſe bis ftrengrh, Joh; 7.9, 
The Tirines of if naeſhallnever wicke an Hage-ourot love wilhis Inbe rite, Elidh cork 
not Frump David ou ef his Zeele: ie perfifts in His forwandnefſe, nntilthe' was'tbroi 
Seu cod had killed che Philiftin :-SanhaHar and Fobiabthought ro feoffe Netrrniiach 'and 

ewe: our of their Burlding. Bur the Barking of thoſe Dagger iconld nor hinder ther). 
Hom walking oncheir way : Nehemiah ſhakes off their 4mporemt malice, and goes on . 
hearfully, | [5 

How dom ieoOhcernenothen, eo Haerle Word f 60 Dawellin.14 ith, in all Wiſ- 
ome 3 Col, 3. 16 tinge withaurie we cannercheticnow what'to chafe, ora : maybe 
ablcro hald faibthar which's gand. He qhar turterb Go/d, anddoth nor ir: Orhe 
that wither iegand doth norrecch irymay perchance be deceyved jn hisreceiwing'ir. Vher - 
fare, as we Tafte our meat before:we Earit ; and Try our Gold, wefore we Tredfurcir :'S5 
kr tay cach Do#rm-rothe Rute, before we Entvrramne'it, And then, us CHRIST. 
T «fted the Vineger, bur would nor Drithe +50, when we Tafte Falft Detb;26e,'Neras Rijed 
te}, whites. we follow'Qur Guides, welofeourTelves, 7 | Br 

- Gbje. Bierwhur if albihe Pariſh like antlicomnend his \preaching 2 qi 

' Anſv. ſhould makerasmoaxecarefult;as:to-Difterne, foro be Comflrmet# tithe Truth, 
Nor more Credhilows 'of Etvor , as it made Eriſinms more Studiows ; byifeeing the. Monks 
fach Hhterare Dunces. Or ws chetgood knife. is made Fharpe by the Duff Wheattone, 

The Chriſtian will be wiſe and devovr like Danzel, though A ne pr 2 

.- OhjeS. Bir CH RNS TallexdgethScriprucerandrhe Devil Alteatgerhir, What ſhall * 
we doe?! whioh4way ſocyerwe take it, irthay be wrong, © | 

Aufw, \Nor, as tome, thiarre-downe {like abhr) \berweene - bor! thee” burdens ; and Sue 
os Wrinef Exfefor chilir confeiences;; thinking/ir beſt, To'lerall a[:nt. 

-Nar yer, with-the. Sethe d Prophet, 1 King: 13. 8. Take « private Spirits Counſe!l, be 
fore the 'expreſſe Word of GOD: whicivmay cally beknowne. For thar'onely is the Tratft-. 
al B-ftwayiol Expiundirtg, which fo inrerpererhithe Scriptures, that one Scripture may. 
agreewith another, 2ad croiſe none : For Oae Abſardity berngygranted; Infinire will follow, 
Eph. 5.6.Gal.1:3. | . . ; ” 
Indeed, they that will underftarid ro purpoſe, and rightly know, Whether: Miniſter 


' ſprakefromGOD,or-0f Himnſelfe, muſt becrme Spirituall. For the Namrall man perceiveth 


ngr che things of -4he $pi1 it of G'O D:: Buc He that Spiritual, underſtands all things, 1 Cor. 
2,14-15- | | | 

He muſh eeſolve 1m Praiſe what he knowes : and nor he like Lepidine-; who Egy in Har - 
voſt unterobe Co9le fhad:, ſaying, 0 that this were th worke'! "tf "any will de GODS will, . 
(Girh our Stevi01tr) He ſhall know the DoFFrine, wiether it berſf GOD; or whether I ſpeak, 
of ny feife, Fon 7.17. The far? of the LO R Ds the boginnmg of 1wiſ.lome, Prov. 1. 7 oy 
9. To.. Aud, A god wnlerſtinding heve ail they that keepe by Coagrundements , Pfal:me 
13j.190,s 

| And 4 


" By falſe wreſting and miſapplying the Sevipture. 0 3}. 
| And ſo. wh piove, T hat they gught wor toyelheard. (ESpetjatly-byſuch as ar5a9c 
ablvy.by theis acquaintance wihithe word, to [py ourrheiy Sv) proame: futile. 16.411 4 
| Wheze noicey by the way ; How they befoole themſelves. The Principall End , why - 
they. Pr164ch thus, is, To get 4pplarſe and Credit, as Thhewed befo:e : Or 20 Redeeme thas 
Credia, hey have formerly lot, Butir fares with them, as it did with the Buiklers of Bg- 
bel: whogliriving to Get them a Name, Left their Reputation and their Language t00,(3en, 1 1. 
Ci as, iffared wil Serip'as rhat 01d Drudg in Naples :who coveringto mend his 'E /eered 
exe, Put 1a Qtas.K uſually twes with. Game fers,who ro Repairotheir LufſerIleſe navre ; 3%; 
ca:ting the Helveaker the Hercheras the ſayingis; For, though in ctheir$<tmons they 
ſceme Gloriqus, and Brave, in their owne, and 1gnorant mens cyes: Yet roche more Fudicromus 
they appeare.moſt iſhapen and Ridiculcns. And none, 'thar beareany good will cothe 
truch, bar account them the very Baſeft of men. Whereby thar Scripture is fulklled. 4 
Rackbiter 4s like thewaveruf the Sea, which fometb out her onne ſhame. And againe, Pjou. 
24. 24. Hes tbgs ſaith 16 the wicked, Foou art Righteous, Himſball the people curſe,and the n#l- 
1mde foall abbr ham, tu | ; 7-1 
\ Lgramt; They keepe up their cred't with Saran, as well as with his Servants: For the 
moreciedirieſſe , the more ht and ready they ate {os his ſervice. As Cyri# faid , that his 
Pogre Sculdiers were bis Beſt Soldiers : Forthey bad nothing 10 Loſe : but there was ſomething 
they Loped to gaine (which may Ee applicd alba ro our Cavaliers.) Or, if theſe have a litt}s 
Credit ; a (mall lofſe js eafily,necovered, I Cadran his houſe burne, he even warmes hs 
kagds at_the- flame © T he loſe never rroubleshim-:Becaule in.nwo dayes he can build kimfetfe 
another a5 good. | | | 
Beſides, Malice doth much mitigaic their lofſe, The Bee will loſe her fling, to mifchiefe 
another; though ſhe remaine a Drone ever after : Syrhey are willing ro diferedre chemiclves, 
ro diſcredit others. As Thame? defiled her (elte, ro be Revenged of her Faiber-m-Law Judah. 
- Lacknowledee there may be more in uzthen 4// this. Peradventure they Hope far ng 
Pardon. And therefore they care nat, what miſcliefe they doo, As. Deſperate Malefatien, 
that ſea:es not 10 multiply vitlancars afti;becaule ho knowes he ſhalt be hanged, whenlfocyct 
h:is raken. Hawever ; They have ſmall cauſe rohgpe; excepr rhey amend. For thery 
End is Deſt: un, whoſe Glo'y is their ſhame, P,zl. 3.19, | 
Bur to forbeare bearing them is not all. For they ſhould nor be ſuſſered ro Preach, 
Arc they r9 be permitted Phyſitians, who in ſtead of admiiniftring proper 'phykck ro Cure 
their Paxicns;3: give. them poyſon to Ki//them 2 'Wereir nor. a grievous thing, T hat in 
Farh Ceuntrey there ſhould be Twenty or Thirty Allowed Midwives, who were Suborned r9 
D: ſoy thoſe Children, whom they are hi#ed t2 bring forih? Thar rhey, whoſe office is, 
to help the Birth, ſhould murther ir #- Was irnora Devilifh plot, when in the yeare, 1 320. 
Cxrcain Lepers coy:nanted withthe Jewev, To lay poyſin in he Wels, Springs, and Pits : that 
ſo rhe:y might deftr0y allube Chrifttans mm Europe } (For which there were many burner. The 
Caſe is the ſame : or rather in this:compariſor there is 'n9 compariſon: Farthcy had but 
Killed Bodies; whereas theſe rmwiher Stules, You underftand me. I need not further ap- 
pl it. | F : I's JUL | 
*b is hardly y arcs, ſince there was greatcare and paines raken, To lence and fuppreſſe 
Miniſters, And chey did it (0 purpoſe, No lefle then thitry or forty in a Shire, were. pur 
our of their miniſtry ara time, Bur who, and whar were they ?. Dum-Degs ? Or Non Re- 
fidencraries ? Gr Men-Pleaſer 5 + Or Scandalous Miniſters? Or theſe Serpentine-Preacbers} 
No. Nart One of theme. But ſuch 38 were goo Zealom, and painful : That Preach d rwice-up- 
on a Sabbath day : That had Tender-Conſtiences, and would not Reed, and A tow of ſor ring 
upon the L 0 R ID $-day : T hat were more Obedient ro G ODS Lawes, then to the Eifneps Ce- 
now Preferring en innecent and Holy Life, before a White Sw plice : Such as were Flock at 
ter, As I have hearda Biſbop, at the High Commſſton-Beard, Chafe at the Chep lazes, in 
theſe, and the like word*, 
1s it fit,that ſuch a one ſhould be ſuffered to preach, when all the Towne follywes him? He 
E's 
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vy of Wn-preathing- Miniſters that edific to Dammatidy, 


| weant; When'ſdmdiy faxletwete converred ty him. As 'who-did feels the firitre of their | 


Cenſures ſo mach,as thofe Minafters;,. who , by their faithfalt and 'powerfell preaching 
maste rheir Heaters, of Natkra? men, to-become Chriſtians ? Tndeed fach Courts were ap- 
pointed for the Correttion' of Viees : But now they Cheriſhed Vice, and CorreFed Perme. I 
may now (blefſed be G O D):call 4 Spade, a Spade. Foure yeares finee this Gal}-was ſo 
impatient of ſpurring, thata Miniſter could not Speake the-Truth , without Hazardine the 
Pillory,'W hipping Pojt; Le of Eares, ſtuting of Neſtrils, antf'Branding in the fuce: The caſe 
of Doftor Layton for'a Book: thats if wiſe men may be heleeved; hath a world ofworth in ir? 
As for Mr. P;ynne; Dr. Baftwitke and M ct. Bur ton, they-areſreſh m mcihory, Y 

And, having hilenc'd cheſe 3 Whom did they place in their roemes ? But: ſuch ; (moſt of 
them )char Eventbe Devill himſelfe (if he did make , and ſend fortli*Minifers) Could not 
finde worſe upomtbe earth: For, af he would have worſe, be muſt bring them from hell. 

. The Syned of-Conſt anrinople, our of experience, did find, that in rhofe nimes, among fifty . 
Catholihe Priefts, hardly one could be found, that-was nota Notorious Fornieator: And-chat 
there was great want of Miniſters ; onely for the Prohibition of Matrimony. Which made 
Pi the ſecond, a Learned Pope;(contrary to his former praiſe) 'leave this behind him in 
writing. - There is great cauſe why the Clergy ſhould be deprived of Marriage: But greater cauſe, 
why they ſhould be ſuffercd to marry. And doe not we, in; theſe times , find by experience, 
Thar among fifty of theſe Biſ0p;-Pricſts , hardly onecan be found ,- thar js not a bite» 
Aialignant ro Hotineſje and a Deſpiſer of them that be good ? he tbemet allo a Rink-Whore: 
maſter, or.a\Common\Drunkard. And thar, by this meanes, there-is great want of 'Goed Mj- 
niſters. As hath beene plentitully proved to This Parliament, and may be ſound upors 
Record ; Even ſuch, thiat it Holy David were now alive, he wouldinor admic 4 Man ofthem 
tO be his Chaplaine. =; rey STE Fo01N <0 oro. ought 4 

.T grants their wicked hearts help themto Pretences, that carry a Faire fhew, -why they 
Silence ſo'many Precefrans, and; pur in jo many:;profane ones : But their Conſeiences.cannor 
bur tell them of more and weightier Reaſons, why theſe. ſhould rather be Caſhired ; and the 
Number of the,o1ber increaſed; T he Godly cheriſhed; andthe profane. curbed, and unerh re- 
ſtrained: But becauſe they want honeſty and ingeraity, to confeſſe what they thinke,I will dc. 
clarc them unto you. TE $5 KIN Bt | 

: I. They ought 10 he Silene'd. Firſt , Becatiſe. (as Fhave fhewne) They are- falſe Pro- 
phets; and reach Lies, in« CHRISTI S name.': Nowguf a man be opimonared againſt the 
Tigth, it is not Anfwerable, $i gis dodker7h: But, if'acman reach: ſuch a:Doftrine, It is Abo- 
minable:; ; 3 /CGauItL, L4T4LT UNS R013 645 14h BAL he 
.. . Or; if they Preach not falſe Dattrine ; they will Þ ſophiſticare the Truth, withthe Leaven 
of malicieuſeſſe ; that there thalk be no difference, Like, av if they ſhould break-the bread 
of life rothe people.:andthrow in Crooked Pins, ro: Choakthem. - 7 (3 

; Or we may ſay ot thens, a5: Luther ofthe Popes: . They bold ws 611: Bread, «x the print of 
x Sword: And, when we come nigh, theybeat ws withrhe Batt, © wt nt [3566.4 

-; Orlaftly ;. 4frhey Yelixer.nothihg.bur:the wholeſome Frach,Dhey will Turne it into a Jie) 

by miſapplication, Andhe is not worthy t9 be a P/yſ;r;an, who giveth Vomuts, in place of 
Cordials : And Cerdials in Read of Vomits. «SN | | 
2. Becauſe they infe& almoſt all that-heare theis Sermons, and makeithem as Bitter Malig- 
nants to Religion, and ſcoffers acHolinetle,, as themſclves.; as I have ſhewen.' And ſo in 
ficad of becamming -nſt;x;ment: of their peoples Safvarton 3; they thecome- (asfarre as-in; 
them ties) Authors of their Darmuetton, Now fil one Breake the Law,.that's a Perſonnll-fin;- 
Byr if he Teach ſo, that's a Peſttlentſetnne. 1-11, 400-vinttl t od ons IRS "I 
3- #or that th e-Goſpel,and the Name ofG OD is Blaſphemed, and an Evill ſcandall raiſed: 
upon the Gedly, by reafon of iheir f{andring chem, and diſgracmg Goodnefe-.in.their Ser -+ 
mons. * And how unſufkratle thus 15, in ſuch.as are G O DS Amvaſſaiors , and have the 
Charge of ſoules,aay be ſeenc in the example of E/7's ſons: Sam. 3.& 4.chap; And in GODS: 
dca.ng with Ny{zb, and Abita, when bs ſentoueFirey and devexred hen, for offering 
ſtrange ' 


\ 


.' By falſe wrefting and miſapplyingthe Scripture,” © 35 
ſtrange fire upon bs Altar : Giving no other 1caſon, but this! 1 wilt be fenStified of them thar 
draw neare me; Eevit.10.2.3.. ' a ay utes,” 
Are ſuch fit ro ſucceed the LORD Jef? andhave the charge of ſouler, who preach lies 
in his Name? even forcing G O D to ſteak ſor Baal : the Spry1t for the Flo? Or, ifthey 
be connived at ; How fearfullfl;all their Reckoningbe, when rhey ſhall be ſwmmon'd to aps 
peare before That High Judge, at the great day of Accounts. | 
&. Becauſe ſo long as be ſupplies the Roome of « Minrfter, he keeps out another that would: 
P7egch beiter : and perhaps fave tboſe-poore ſouler, whom he deſt rojes. 1 1 jp 
An'ill nan'in the Chutch is' bur like ſome' 8hrubby- Tree in a Garden , whoſe thade nor 
onely keeps berrer plants from growing; bur drawes away the nouriſhment from the reſt; 
that would beare us ſruie. Or asagreat Oak in a Grove, which not onely pines allthe under + 
woods near it:burſpoyles rhe Graſſe char ſhould feed the Cartelf.So thar it were better ſor the 
Pariſh ro have no Miniſter atall, then fucha one, For though ir be miſerablero want 
food for rhe feule : yer berrer nothing, then onely poyſun, A Blank doth farre berter in 
aRoome;then an ill filling. | 
5, Its moſt Juſt, equal, and proper ; That having ſo much abuſed their tongues, they 
fhould, in ſome ſort; /oſe the uſe of them, We read, That when Tiberins the Emperour 
paft ſentence arthe barre, upon a Great Talker, and Railer with his Tongue: he conmman= 
ded, that for part of his pun;ikment, he ſhouldnot ſpeak a word for the ſ pace of one whole 
yeare after : bur ponder upon what he had formerly ſyoken;and ſlndy better how ro peak 
when ir came againe to his rurne. _ | | 11 FO 121 
T rue. Our Worthies in Parliament have (Bleſſed be © O D) takenthe like courſe, with 
many of them. And I hope their many Eyes will ind out the Reſt intime, T hough 'ir is 
great pity they have beene ſuffered ſo long : For theſe Serpents would be cr4ſht in the Be- 
ginning, even in the Egge, to prevent their Hiſſing, Singing, and Piyſoning. $0 ſhould their 
people be preſerved, | - OT...» (1038 
- The way ro ſupprefie a Schifmne is,ro Cut off the head. For it will be hard for 1 Body ro 
move Headleſſe. Yea, the Head being cur off, the Members Die: the Generall being flaine,rhe 
Army periſheth. - , : 
6. This cuorfe would prove very profitable bothto Themſelves, and-to their Hearers. * 
' 1, It were Profitable for Theniſelves ro be Sitene'd. Forthe Fewer they Seduce , the 
Pewer ſoulesthiey dhall anſwer for. And, with ſuch, as to Doe Evill is common, even to Doe 
nothing Profitableis,and in a manner Commendable;Yea rather.chen goe on in their Courſe, 
It were an Happy tirrne fort Themſelves, if G O D would 'doe-by chem, as he did with the 
Emperour luſt:nian'; who continuing obſlinate inthe Herefie of Pelagirs, was fuddenly 
deprived of his Senſes, and became a Foole. For by this meanes they ſhould Die Leſſe E- 
villhere ; and conſequently Suffey-Leſſe Evihereafter, 9) 72- 
"2, Irwere Happy alſo, fortheir KHearers: whom forthe preſent they'ſerve no ptherwiſe 
then Buſiris (Who Hercules ſlew) ferved the poort people who 'Killed frich 35 thime'r F 
him for hoſpitality, ' Or Magn Epiſcopms the Biſbip of Merz: whobumedan inhuiners'- 
bie company of poore people,that cried rohimh for hebp,in afamihefallingchei Rars. Or 
Theodoſius the Prince,who't:audutently called rogerherar Theſfalrnicazſeven thouſaril inho - 
cent per ſonis, as it were;to See Plates; andrhen ſent in Soldiers among rhem,%'tlew rhicm, 
For; under'a cglour of Ferdihg and Curing their foutes;they Impryſon,and K5H thenr. Their 
Sermons reſembling a Fond Fouraine ," in the Wayy Whitch the innoctnr amithirfly paſ- 
fenger ſeeing, is glad ro drink of *biitin drinking s Swe W6 Wee for ir; 0 208 
Or incaſe they be lefle crnell, and doe anſwer the hanger and thirſt of an empty ſou!e: 
Ir ſhatl be no.orherw ile, then the Tewes did'our Stvionrs: whozavethim Galltor his Meat, 
and in his thirſt Y meyer to drink, Pjal, 69.21. WL IUIFYT ONT | 
Bur Wot is me! How many wayes have theſelaft times holpen'the Divi? And hew 
neare was Saran to a Full Principality on earch when he had nor oncely his Miniſters 
azd that of. divers Kinds, ro preach for him ? _—_ Prelates al to pus downg hem, thit 
: -3 a4d.-. 
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36 Of Ma:preachinx Miniſpers that edifie to damnation, 
didpreach for CHA 1.F F?; Yea, whenhe bad noc onely a Greater and more Nu'ner0% 
Clergy: but farre more Lay-ſervants alſo, then G OD himſelfe ; even incchis Noontide of 
the ; and inthis Land, th> Glory of Chriſtendome. As I could tell yun how Saran 
bare (way in the Aegiftracy, and Conrts of Juſtice, in the Common-wealth, as well as in 
the. Church. For, (ro paſſe by che many laſtices of Peace, and other inferiour oſhicers, all 
the Land over, wh3 were not onely Yicious themſelves, bur Cheriſhers of Vice, in rhe ſc- 
verall. places of their abode.) What Court was there atmoiſt in the Land, where Inſtice was 
not bought and ſo/d} Or admir Bribery would nor doe, bur Juſtice would punith a male - 
fattor. Might nor the ProreHion of ſome Great one be procured ro deliver him 2? So char 
the Law might put uphis Dagger. For, by this meanes, a /eud perſon need not feare to 9t- 
fend, that had a Great man to his friend: or had no: a Great men to his enemy. Tegunt em 
Umbro nemsra umbraculis ſuis : The ſhady 1rees cover him with their ſhadowes. T he Rob- 
ber rifles a palſenger, is apprehended and indired : The boory he gives ro (an;e Highty, ones 
. ro procure his.Parden; and eſcapes. Thus the poore Traveller is rabbed doubly, both of 
his money, and all re/zefe of the Law: and the procettor of the lewd perſon is become the 
greater thicſe, 

Bur, in ſpeaking of theſe I have ftepr Gut of my way, as once a Grave Divine tepr our 
of his Text,tq cnveigh againſt ſwearing; thac ſo he might mcer with a Grear Perſondges 
that had ridde as farre our of his way ro heaie him, Onely I mcntion ir,becauſe my words 
may happen roreach to ſome, whom ir concernes. If ſo; In the bowe!s of CHRIST 
[cr me he moſt unworthy ) be bold ro move your Wiſdomes, and your Care, to Goe onto Re- 
drefſe it; as you have (bleſſzd be G OD) began, | 

Oh! It were ſpeczall newes to be rold in Gath, and would ſound terribly in the freers of 
Azkalan': It would goe Cold to the hart of the Devill, and ſhake the gates of hell: That 
mne might beare ſway, ether in Church, or Common wealth, -bur ſuch as feare GGD, and 
ſecke his glory. In the meane time the Church were happy , if ſhe had eſcaped the znges 
niou folliciiations of theſe Fiends ; who have nor oncly troubled the waters of. 0ur comfort * 
bur p»yſonedrhe very Spings of Life, They have brought imo GO DS Sandary, in itcad, 
of Levitesro divide the Word, Gibeonites not worthy ro divide Wood, They have brought 
chem in. The L O R D of his mercy <att them out ! 

Ir is ſaid, Rev. 18. Thatrhe Merchants of that great Ciry Babylon (by which Expoti- 
ters underitand Rome) traded not oncly in Geld,, Sifuer, and prectous ſtones, fine Lirneng 
and Purple, Silke and Scarlet,Cinnwnon and 0dour;,Ointments, and Oyle , and Wine, Cx. bur 
alſo in ſoules of men, verſ, 13. Our Prelates have affirmed'in open Coun, That they have 
cheir Ordination from the ſaid Rome, And, without controverhie, Their Principall Traffique 
hach beene in the Soules ofmen. For, asif they had conſpired the death of rhe Church ; 
and plortedrogerher ro ſamiſh and Rarverhe people of G O D, they have laboured to ſup» 
prefſe and diminith the true Sbepheards ; and ro fer up Wolres intheir ſicad. And where- 
as, in moſt places they had.no zeaching at Home,they would not ſaticr them tg ſeek abroad: 
bur would kcep them fill in ipnoranceand blindnefſe,. And, under prerence of 0rder,their 
Soutes mutt periſh, So ſerving fairhfull Miniſters and their people, as the Prieſts and Pha 
Tiſces ſerved CHRIST and his Heere 5 : forbidding him to preach; and refiraining the 
people from hcaring him. For what ſay they ? 1f we let him this alone, all men will beleeve 
in him, Jobn 11, 48. Orasthe Jewes dealt with Saint Paul, and his Hearers. Of whom he 
chus ſpeaks. They perſecute their owne Prophers , and forbid us alſo to ſpeakg.to the Gemiiles, 

that they mightle ſaved. To fill up their Sans ;: That the wrath cf, God might come _on then. to 
the uttermoſt, 1 Theſ. 2.16. _ - - | | 

Oh ! Wofull rimes | 0h |. Curſed Merchants! That Traffique in the Bleud of Scules. Bur, 
ſecing rhey arc content ro venture themſclves upon G O DS vengeance, I leave them 10 
their Judge. In the mcane rimeg ler it rejoyce all good hearrs,T hat our Grave Senators have, 
in ſome meaſure, ſhorened cheir armes, and broken their hornes Yca, ler ir be our con- 
Nant prayer ro & OD, that the Kyrzer (which they counterfeired) may never more be _ 
| mc 


be faid of chemgas our Saviow ſai 


By falſe wreſtling and miſapplying the Scripture. 37 
nated 15 ſuch Cerberean- Porters, as ſt.ut the gatc's upon. CHRTSTSfriendgand enter= 
aine his foes: To. ſuch as onely meaſure their Right by their Power: And therefore will 
doc injury , becauſe they can doc it: To ſuch Aypocrites, as looke to ſmall things , {as the 
Croſſe , Surplice, Holy-dares.gyc ) And over-looke the Great,as the Sabbath , the ſecand 
Conmandement, the due amr of cheWord, and Sacraments. For certainly ir capnpr 
of che Aſſe. © The LO RD hath need of them. Yea,have 
we nor found by expe:jence ; That whiles theſe Mermaids dance.and play ; Wt portends 
nothing bur Deft-u#1cnro the Mariner 5: Forgthough they call chemſelves the chiefe-Priefts, 
they are mdeed CHRIS T' S:hiefe- eremes. | | 
And is there any zeaſonghar thoſe ſhould Nand at the Sterre,or be appointed the Chary- 
Fiom ofthe L OR DSbartek, who have embraced this preſent world, andſecke after no- 
thing but Gaine and Glory 2 They hghr for their Bellies, and norforthe LORD. © 
| Once in {ſae/chere were threeGariſons ofenemies alarmed with all manner of weapons 
Tor offence. yer againſt all thele,the lae/iter had butrwo Swords for defence. Yer it pleaſed 
G OD,that theſe rwo were.cnough. So.we have in cur Land a worldof enemies. armed 
with all ihe trengch and, policy of hell. If we have bur rwo Swords $ Qnerhe Sword of 
the Spirit ; that is, De#rine : The othergthe Sword of the Church ; that 1s,Diſciptine: (I 
mcanecofCHRISTSown infticurion) We nced nor feare, bur they will be enough t© 
keep finne, and G OD S enemies from domineering, as they have done hitherro, Which 
G$ODgan, forhisC HRI1ST S ſake. | SET: 
7. And laſtly, Their Craft is ſogreat, azd their Number ſo many , that (unleſe they be 
Sitenc'd) C HR1 STS fait fell Minilicrs Thall doc Irie good,ar that good mill lurle ap- 


departure griconss Welues fhall enter in amo 


2., Of ſuch a5 apply all their grexc learning, ro get Liviegs, and io Heap Bene fice pon, Bea:- 

nefice; not at all caring for Soules. i 
.. -3+ Tharyou would numpbcr, if you can, thaſk,, that gae.under.the Namesaf Preachers: 
And doe _ ſo unprofitably, or ſo ſtenderly and unshilfully reach ; thattheir, people. arg 
never the baucer. | ha | 
4 Addetorhefe Dumb Dyes, Parking Curres , S$randalows Mnifters, that pull downe. 
eirher with one, or-bork hands : { that js co ſay,withtheic Lewd Lives,.or by their Devilifh. 
Dottrine.) | | 

's, And faftly, Such Serpentine Prearbers..as-we are nownpon:whereof fome.are poſ- 
fe} vith a Danv-Devill;orhers with a Wiry-Dewld; athird ſor, with a FlatteringeDevil%- 
aFanh, , 


"38 oOfUn-preaching Miniſters that edifie ti Damnation, 

a'Fourth, with a Railing er Sland:ring D-vill ; a Fifth, with a Foule and Unclean-Dev21l: 

a $7xth, with a Lafie and Ambjrio-Devill: Some being able to preach ; bur withall ſo 

Negligent , thar *chey will not: Some Would; *bur'are [o Ignorant, that they cannot,or 

. not ro parpoſe:'S5meneither Will, nor Can ; for want of uſing their gifts: Some arefo 

Fearfullto' Offend their BenzfaF-r5,tharthey Dare nor:Somie are ſo Wicked,that they Should 

? nor, &c, Letrheſe, I ſay, be Numbrid,, And then you ſhall ſee, that we may nor gnely 

" Complaint, as Tude ofthe Primitive Churcp. That there are certain? men crepe in, which were 
* beforg vidained to cond:mnation : But many thouſands of them crept in, 

«++. Secondly, Sorthiefe afide, and compare the Great Number of chem, wich thoſe few, thar 


remaine ;, who faithſajly labour to diſcharge their Truſt, amd feed their people with whol. - 


"ſome dodrine, and gool life : whom they rerme [ Puritans.) And you ſhall ſee a miſerable 
aad famentabfe face of a Church: and be forced ro acknowledge, that The Harveſt is Great: 
; but the labourers Few, Matth, 9. 37.3%, And ſo few, thatrhere was ſmall need, thar: thirty 
' or forty, in aSaire, ſhoutd be raken away, and ſuſpended, ara Elap ; Becauſe they.tatigh 


their people diligently: and as many of the former pur in their roomes, | 4 
/ * ButI would'aske thiefe Lo1dly Prelats, thit ſuſpended chem, a Queſtion'orrws, * 
1, Is ir; thar oneſhould have the Provender of (it may be) fifty /abouring Oxeny for 
lying like a Dog in the Manger 2 both hindring the Paſtors to feed, and the Hunger-Rarved 
ſoules ro eat? 'Yeathey Muzzle up the motiths of thz Oxen, and fre; up the 'rongues of the 
 Aichfnlllabonrers, both fr6m treading our the Corn,and eating of rhe Corne, © 4) 
2.1 would know. ofthem,Whether the pa{pab/e 7grorance'ot man Millions in this Land , 
Hoth not atiſe'from the Win of m-anzs, and removall of GODS faithful winiilets : Þla- 
<ing ſtichrover people a5 #renor worthy robe ſet with the Doyrof the” Flocke, lob. 30. r, 
For Alliance, Favour, Simony, Fc: have brought a tbouſaxd men af bad learning} anfl 
worſe living into the miniſtery, ?**?' 6 2g Es 
* + 3\ Letihemrell me | Whether ir will' be a G10d, Plea, at the day of ludgement : when 
CHRTST ſhatlaske'thein; Why did you forbid ry, meſſengers #0* derver my "mneſage'? Why 
jon Fiente fuck, nf converted my prop? ; and\et up others 78 their *ſtead\, © thar' perverted 
them! when I bad fa plainly declared in my word , 1 Theſ. 4, 16.” Thar this forbidling 
7 preach the Pipes wi the very filling up of the ſ1m-raPithe 1ew?s, (25 Oh the borror of thy 
Jime! And the fearfullevils enſuing on it! ) To Anſwed: They woyld not c)nforme to eve- 
' 3y Ceremony; Or rather, they had tender conſciences. Will high I ſay, be a good Anſwer? 
Indeed; here your Arguments are infallible: For, if Popery will noxſariofie, x Prifen' ſhall. 
Bf 7hore, T Hr NGmioceticy ſhall tak& place ; Whether PlatmiFfs,or D:fengants,Pe- 
YA, or peironct FpeaS' GD OR Ad eto aca ANGER, 
"WG, frei Nunbsr be Co mary; their Cunning ſo gredt,as T have decfared;and their in- 
Huftiy Þ mich, to diſturb our peace ;*or to pervert our faith ; or eo corrupt our, Mmaaners ; 
orto wbind oarconſciences'; br ro deftroy ourfſoules; >To which chey have an humfred 


'wayes,as rhe City Thebes hadan hundred Gates ingo ir.: Or as {0 maniy lines , that doe aft 


meece in-one pozht, And, ſeging whereſoever G1d hath his.Church,the Davill hath his Chap - 
pet: Yer for che moſt part, where CHRIST had his miniſter inthe Afrernoon2,ro build 
#p: Tithe ſame 'Charch had Satan his' Chapfaine in the Forenoone, to pull downe: And, 
cthatrhe multitude are mare apr to be carried away with the DaFrine of Liberty, rhen ro be 
won with that which commands R:ftraint : What probability, that Piery ſhould thrive like 
P rofageneſſe ? | Dy, 
'""Sdlomen Faith; Of a Prince , that Fearkgneth 19 lies, all his ſcryants are wicked, Prov, 29e 
x2. ris n6rettuc of ſich a Preacher. And SaintPatd (airh hat of falſe. Prophers , which 
we find coo rrue,by Experience: They ſhall draw a world after them: whereas G»0dneſſe hath 
bur” few Adherents , becauſe the gare i3 narrow that leads ro life. 
Which being ſo; I would fains know, how a few defpicable Miniſters, whom all this 
preat Namber ſer themſelves again, and ſeeke by all meanes ro diſgrace ; ſhould chrive jg 
their labours:But thar their work ſhould be as wel fruitleſſe as endles: like that which is fa/- 
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ried of Siſjjwe, a great Robber in"Artfca,arid Maine by Theſiwe-; whoyfas Prets faine ) Raw }-- 


coninuall. oy Te Ons ah | = | 
There is but ont right way of preaching. Thratis, when Simd Defirine and Home- Appli-- 
cation goe rogether : Many indire# wayes. G OD thargeth his Miniſters to refuſe all waies 
but One. Sarati bids them reſuſe that One, and take which way they Pleaſe, 
I have hajd openand delineared- ſundry wayer, tharthey preach ; (and they alone may” 
ſerve us $peAacles, ro ſee the Devill and his works by, in-che Preſates, and their Creatures) 
Bat they have an Hundred waits. | le a0: "on | 
© that rhete were ſore Severe CorreFion appointed by the Lawer, againſt both wice: 
hed and wth yr on Preaching ; As there is againſt Mirder and Feloty ; fins leffe hainous, 
- T doe nor wiſhrhey were puy ro Death, as Eltjah ſerved foure hundred and fifly of Baals Pro-- 
phets, 1 King 18, 19; 40. Nor Cut «ff ; as Saint Paul wiſht the falſe Apoſtles were, Gal. 
5.14; bur 1 wiſh they wee fitenc't. For fo ſhould rbpyſands be Bamſhr the mihiſiery, and: 
Chyiſtians muttiply in,our Land , at Corne did mn Foypr, inthe Seven pleytifull yeares, Gen. 
1. 47.49. Whereas now the people heare many Sermons ; and yer ſike thoſe ſeven ill- 
youred and leanc fleſhed kine, verſ. 25.2 1. Ircannor be knowne, that they have heard: 
- rhe}: fot they are ſtill as leane , and ill-favoured C.riftians yas rhey were before they 
heatd thicm | ak - 
Or;ifthis will nor be My next defire of God is" That theſe Preachers laſt laid open” 
(wha m netike Faniillariup atid downc the carth: from the Unytr/ftyinco the onnts ey: , 
fromthe Countrey to the City: fromthe Gy to the Core: fromrlie Cort r6: CarhidralAnd 
from one Church to another, T'o Doe the Devils Errands ) may be Totalh Silenced, For one: 
of theſe Subtil-Flanering Sinons will doe that , which. Ten yeares. Siege of Satan and all 
his other fotces catinot pp royy rhe _ ruftion of Our 20h the Charch. - | 
- Buradmier ſe; whom G th imrufted, to exectre hrs padgements upon earch 
Fam Litchitn ; and'fo make theirfinne of Soufe-murder 6 Owe's Yet Sore? 
will be theit Dome ur the grear day of accoutits ; if they doe figr in the Inrerim, wie their 
utmoft, by 2 change ro the contrary, to Sue out their Pardon, in the Blaxd of CHRIST, 
Which day of accounts, iſ they did but thinke of ; when GOD PT ſer all rheirſinfits in 
er er before then ; and CHR1S T'ſhall pronounce that ſeartull awmman® vn yt from 
me yer Curſe, inte ever laſting fire, prepared for the Devill and his Arigelr ; (which is ati E- 
verlafting Peparnite ;, not tor a Day net for Teeres 2s, norfor Miltions ef Teerer : but 
for Erernjy : id That from C B R 1 $'T), and: the” Fillneſſe' of Jojes arhis nghr hand, . and. 
pleaſures for everrhere ; To the Damned, ro thie Devils, to Hel; thereto remaine in a Bed 
of unquenthable Flames, withour either Inrermiſſion;or Endzor Eaſe;ot Patienceto Bnidbire it ) 
Then I ſhould nor need to admoniſh them. 71 he whe be men love thei? eaſt dearly. But 
(Alas! Poore Soules! )the Deviilfſo blinds chemghatr rhey never think of theit Larrey End, 
"And this'is the'canfe they go on it fg deſperare a Crutſt; and ſtare ho moterhen Adam 
did; hen be eare the Apple, When the Fjophier hatd reckoned up alt the cxlamities and 
finnes of the Jew?s Ar che laſt he impuredaltto this. She remembered not her end. And, 
when Solbmon had ſpoken of al rheYVaniries of man ,athaft he oppoſeth this Memorandin is 
aCounterporſt agaidft chem all. Remertber that fir all theſe rhings, 60 D-will bring thee to 
pjudgement, Bur let me tcll chee © Or cather HeareG OD in his Word Tellingrhee :Thar,io: 
Lie for Ever ma Bed of Gaetebfeſſ amnes, is not Fl, | 
For as, infinne; there Se Suntdry Steps and Degrees, wheteby ent and the ſame Bvil is 


Eeſſent4or Incredſed/ and fo becomts More or Lefſe hatmow before G OD: So, as thy fits - 
kive exceedcd, thy ſufferings ſhall alfo exceed, che.number and meaſure ofehy Termeat: © 
hall be according to the multirade and magnirnde of thine offenſes: As thun haſtbeene a 
Mighty Sinner: 50 chou ſhalr he Mightily pxniſhed. For G 0 D will reward every mag ace 1y- 
ding 10 his works. Af nur works arc Better or W©r ſt So ſhalt our joyes in Heaven,or pa n:s: 
in Hell be More or-Leſſe, d&e Rev 20, 12,13. (5 rw: i 2. Luke 12. 47. 4%; MOLESS 
#%P | » Ga: 
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ge of Unigreaching Miniſters that edifie 10 Zatmntion, 

Which being ſo, (viz; ), That every man ſba/lbe;mure wretched 125 he hath bee mo76-Wies. 

ked : Whar Vil tec och | hg fnnes are, fo P rodigiow, that te Rome any 
r a whole volume of Plagues. NN 


Proportion, unde 


Itremaines thar-I ſhontd ſpread thy finnevin order kefore thee; and ſhew thee where- 
in they Exceed other mens, that ſhall-goe to the ſame place of rorment : And how they are 
greatned, and receive weight ,- and jncreafc ,- in regard of Cirtwnſtances, which mightily 
aggravates then; and makes them:O#t of Meaſure fatal, But the particuJars are ſo many, 
Thar, ifI ſhould int apov zhem, they would over-much (well che heap, and perhaps rire 
the reader. Bclides, whar 15 alleadged would be confirmed Wale + He, which throwes his 
Dagger at a thicfe ; let him be ſure to hir-him. -0hermiſe he diſarmes himſelf, and {trepg- 
thens hisadverfary, Wherefore rake notice only in generall: That all. PaYtors fball ſo give 
account for their peoples ſoules,:b. 1.3. 17, Tharwer't thou bur One of the former Number, 
viz. of Non-preaching Minifters;(who come farte ſhort of chee, and have much lefle rg an- 
ſ werfor) whenſoeyerthau ſhould? hzare the Bell tol] fora wicked man ; Thou mig hr 
cry our: There #6 4 Soule going ro Hl]; mboſebloud will be requi red at nip hands; Decal { was 

net Faithfull, and did not gre him warning, Exeke3: 18 19- @ 38-7519, 

Whereas Thou haſt preached Lies in CHRIST $ name,and ſought ro winne as any, 
t0hell as thou could; Conſider of it I beſeech you, Thou arr appointed a Spirztuall Nuſe, 
ro feed che people of G O D wich the Two Breaſts of the 0/d and Nw Teſtament ; and haſt, 
thy wages ro.tha.cgd, New,ifa Nurſe ſhould for Wage rake in hand to nueſe bur Wor Aga 
who having either no Mike, or having $/kgnmmg) ; Thould give ir. Naue-: Tn.fo dojhg the 
wete a My here 2 mush,marc if ſhe ſhauld give it Poy vn., .Whucl Yer would but Kill che 
Bddy: Bar thou giveſt chy whole. Flock:Payſan, if ead of MilR; which is enough (withs 
our OD S over-ruli g Providence) ro'poY ſon all their ſules, Thou -aft appointed by, 
G OD, the Spirimall Phyſirtan of cheir Soules, Now a Phyſitian, that cakes charge of a ſick 
Patient, may be guiley of his each; cirher by, giving him No Phyſick 3 gr Improper Blyſigh, 
er Pon. Every,of Which wayes than. guilry; though principally jn the aft, and 7:.jt 
of them, Yea, thou giveſt Two ſorts of poyſon; char, if che one ſhould age peed, the .orner 
may, The one is Flatteringmen in fine; 2 ſw2er poyſon: The ocher 1s Breter Gtrding at hy- 
lineſſe ; che be and mildeſt whereofyis Bad enough 3 aad {o thou wilr finde one day : Boy 

in thatchou Sootheft them up, in rheir.fnnes , thou makei them all ry owne, 1/4, g, 16. 
Heb.13.17.Beatificant papulym ift4 maPſab 10. 3-Nay;T hat Wo IT goa 
chou arr not the accalon. gh, by thy thus. punaching ; Yea which. chou pF oCadilagk A 
ot haſt pgr a willegdoe ; ere irjaghyl power. For thou haſtthe {aint Zparr-Burning a- 

gain! all ch2 Religious that Haman! adagain& the Fewes : wito would have cur them off, 
om being a people. Or Caligulaagainſt rac Romans, who wiſht, that They All had but one 
Head, thark he m!ght.out it off at a blow. WP. 

I have laid open ſome par of thy will, and indeavour, Satan,who will one day be thy 
accuſer, knowes much movre,,G OD, tar Searcherh the heart, ang trjetb the .reinejs knowes 
all,ywho mcaſurcs what wg dacby waar w2 defirecq doe;and pugiſheth he Acton, accar- 
din to che AﬀeSion,ou Intention, Far G94 95 Evill Thoug "ts and D:ſi res,in GODS account 
are Good, or Evill/ Works. If thou wanceſt power ;, it is enough chou Wouldjt ; As I.could 
largely prove, But I am prompted co conrratt many chings.. Qaely take notice of chis, 
That every Sermon thou preacheſt will become one day,a Bill of Enditemm! againſt thee: 
And every ſoulc that periſheth, by meanes of thy Flattering figne, and F/outing holinefle, 
will adde.co the Þ ile ofchy unſpeakable comments. For, in chat rhou damneit many ſoules, 
behides thine owne; thou Supr-erogateſt of Saran » and he ſhall give thee. a. Treble Portion 
of Hell.fire for thy paines; They ſhall Perifþ for yeelding : Bur chou for Tempting ſhalt be 
Puniſhed farre above rhem, As we read, chat when Jobn A Camber was execured at Torke, 
it was in great Gate: For he was Hanyed upon a Gibbet raiſed a Stage higher in the.midſt of 
a ſquare Gulw:3,as a Traitor Paramount; and a numer of his men that were his chicle Con? 

plhicer, were mg:d upon che Lper $:07g round about him, n 
vi | rue 


' " By falſe wreſting and miſapplying the Scripture. al 

Treeiris, The Seed ofthe Wefrian is able 10 Bruiſe this Serpents head, And we are in 
the hand ofa Cunning Workman, tharofthe Xnortieft and Crookedft Timber,can make Rafi; 
and Sieling forhis owne houſe : That can ſquare the Marble, or Flint,as,wtll asthe Freeſt= 

tone, Yea, the G O D, whom thou hait thus provoked, is ſo abundant ingrace, and ſo 

great in Power, and ſo expertfor skill : That, as with a word of his mouth, he Cancreate in: 
thee a new heart (for ir is as eafie with himto make a man righteous,as to bid him be ſuch) 

So he isno lefſe Wilkng. As his entertaining of cheProdigall Sonne,. in the Goſpe/thawes,; 
Luke 1 5-20. | | bg 9 21 4 5 | 

5 Son canſt ſee how Deſperate thy-condition is ; fceuſe and Contlemne thy ſelfe ; Se- 
r16uſly Repent what thou haſt donc ; and never more doe, whatthou'haſt repented, 

If thou canſt lay hold upon CHRIST, by a lively faith, and manifeſt 'the ſame, by a 
change to the contrary, Iſa.g5.7. Frek, 18.,21,22,23, 27, 28-& 33.11, Lukg ys. 20. Joel 
2.1 2.13.14. which Scriptures ſhew; That, if the Symons of vengeance ſhall waken us 
ro repentance : we ſhall-no ſoonerchange our-minds, burG O'D-will his ſentences 
And,rhough I read nor of Gne {ike thee (except 2anaſſes) that ever retained home by Re- 
penrance: Yer it may. be preſumed, Thar, as many a man ſends others ro Heaven, and yer 
goes io Hell himſelte:So not.a few,having drawn others to Hell, yerthemſelyes returnc, by 
alare repentance,tolife. | Wok 
\- . So that there is a faire poſſibility ofrhy eſcaping that juddement,whichthy finnes have 
deſerved ; and norhing can hinder, but thy want of accepting the free offer of mercy,up-+ 
onthe conditions before expreft;” Which is worth thy ſpeedy refolving;For how juſtly 
might G O D have bereaved:hy body ofa ſoule ? thy foule of underſtanding 2- thy under- 
ſanding of all-poibility of comfort, long before this 2 Fhar thou haft ſpace ro repent; a 
Tongueand T ime to Callupon G O D forMearcy ,. is a-Bleliing,. and farre more then he 
-QWes thee. . Ci) 

- Whichbeing ſo,(andthar wPlarſter is of no nſe,uri{efſe itbe Apphed) Let my.counſell be 
acceptable(as Daniel ſaid ro Nabuchadnezzar) And be intreated bythe Mercies of G OD, as 
Pau/ fpeaks,Rom.12.1:/As you would pleaſehim,& pleaſure your ſelf)to redeem the time 

 paſt,with Serjow Repentance:the time preſent, with Religious Diligence : the time to come, 
with Carefull Providence. And, when the L O R Dfſhall have accepted thee, chou ſhalrhave 

- NO cauſe to repent, that thou rook'ſ1i my conn ſell; im-preferring Heaven+co Hell, Other- 
wife, when that fearſu}l-henre-comes, which I before ſpake of: rhen you would. faint: gac 
to Heaven by GHRIST. But, Alas! asTthar Deſpairing Pope, ſaid, The Croſſe contd>dee 
bimno good, becauſe he had fo often ſold it away: So, How thoatd:C:HR 1 8 T doe yongood, 
who have Railed him away? Y ou have Vexed him ſo long as you lived ; and his juſtice ſhall 
Vexe every veine of your heart,when you are dead. 

The nextro Nor-doing wrong, is To make Amend; : And the only Amends, wecan make to = 
G OD,whenwe have not had the grace to avoyd ſinne; is, To confeſſe and Forſake thefinne, 
we havenot avoyded : To be as Tixe ſervarts:toG O Das we have been Enemies and per- 
lormeas zealous obe-dience to him hereafter, as we haye done to Satan formerly; Which 
is the way to Cheat the Devil, | 

And thus did Paut; who, (when his zeale was turned the right way.) did nor ſo much 
hurt before, as now-hie did good, 

Indced; Noturious offenders may not thinke to fit downe withrhe task pf ordinary 
ſervices : bur the rerriburions ofviheir obedience muſy be pro porrionable'rotheir crimes, 
As was that of Saint Pau/s, « Who as he had dune moreevill tothe Saints, then all the teſt 

of the Apoſties : So He Laboured more then they all, m adding-ro the Church ſach as fhould 
be ſaved, Yea, fairh ovr Saviour, (fpcaking of himro Ananias,) [ will ſhew him how many 
things he muſt ſuffer tor my names ſake, Aft g.* 6. Which was-much the caſe of. Arch-Biſhop 
Cranmer; who conid nevc: ſaticke his conſeieuce after his Recantarren , till he. had burng 

- thar hand to aſhes, wah wich he had ſubſcribed: $o raking an holy revenge. of himſelfe, 
by tuffcring in amanner, 70 Marty 1 domes 3. mn whereot he pur humſelte ro, by _— 
d WS . 


*-a4 Of HUn-preaching Miniſters that edifie to'Damination, 
kis riphrhand; che orher-whichthe Papiſts pur him roy by burning his whole body; 
- no trisone afthe Madde, Prineipies of wickednefie ; rhar ;riva weakneſſe ro <a 
- And racherro die, yhen yeeld: yea evenithe worft cauſes once underraken miſt be upheld, ro 
che Death: Bur a Grace 704 heart, when it ſhall find irs owne miſtaking,will not only remit an 
ungrounded diſpleaſure, bur Rudics ro be revenged of it (elfe , and to give farisfaftion-ro 
d. Wherefore arrthou a Wiſe.men, or a Foole ? Yea, a Man, or 2 Beaſt 2. For 
ſhameecirher be a fan : or confelic chy (clfe to be-a Beaſt. A Wiſe manor acknowledge thy 
ſelfe a Foole. If thou beeſt a Wiſe man, it will beſcene by this. Ht that is Wiſe (ſaith Solo- 
mort) irwiſe to bimfelfe 3, Heis nor Wiſe againſt hn(clfe ; aschou hait beene hitherto And 
in another place. A prudent man ſeeth the Plague, and bideth himfelfe : that is, Flieth to GOD 
- for fuccour. Butthe fooliſh goe on ſtil ang are punifhel, Prov. 23,3, Thou haſt deferred ir 
100 long already. 5 
-.: Fhus having made a Diſcovery ofthy ſinne, together with the infeftion and diſperſion 
of it: I ſhould procerd.eo the-Meranes of thy,Recovery,Bur I ſpare my Reader ,Befides, ſhould 
Sudda the reputed Goddeſſe of ptrſivaſion never ſo much admoniſh chee } Ir were in rain: 
For thou arr like the Deafe Adder, thet ſtops her eare, and will not hearken to the voyce af the 
Charmer, though be be'noft excelent tu cbarmang, Pſal. $3.4. 5, Andthy heart is like a ſtone, 
which being throwne up ten thouſand times , will never learne to aſcend: Or [ron quenchc 
often in Vineget, which willtiat yeeld ro rhe hammer, nor be forged ro any good ule, or 
once change is faſhianh lu 25 it 222 . 


Santas ſo' cageriin\ the purſuit of Dawd ; arid thirſtcd (o afrer his. blond, char having 
fent feſt One company to. apprebend Him ; chen a ſecond ; afterthara third : Ir being rold 
him, That G O D had thanged every of their hearrs,and rurned them into Prophers,thar he 
anighr be prevented ::He could not ceaſc;bur goes himſelfe, 1 Sam. 1 9.20.2 3. ' The Jewes 
would nor Beleeve in CHRIST ,afcer ſocleare prediftions of the Prophers;afrer ſomiracu- 
Tous demonftrations of his Divine: powe?7;afrer ſo many graves ranſackt; Dead raiſed;Devils 
ejected ;/ limbsandeyesnew creaced ;- after ſuchieftymonies of the: Star, Sages , Angels, 
GO Dhimſclſe;: aftet ſuch triumphs over death, and hell: Bur obftinately rezeR him for 
their Meſſizs. So fhouldſt rhou fee ſome of thy ſellowes ſtruck dealin the Pulpit, as they 
are beliching out their ſpleen againit Religion and goodnelie;as it fared with Nitingall Par- 
tn in Kent: All were one. As when the neighbouring Ammenites heard of GODS 
Fe VE upon the Philiftims, they could nor be warmed £ bur muſt be raking up 
he 
b* 


V: 
quarrel} againſt /Naef,7: Sam.7. 8.1 IT. chips | | 
* Nothing > cp on reach us ro make uſe of others. judgements. ' And ſhouldi thou, 
like choſe Sodomits, be Qruck blind mrhy purſuicot ſome Lor ; thou wonldit Rill perfift: 
Though _ gnaw their rongues for paines: yer they repent nor ofrheir Deeds, Revel.16, 
$8.9. So Herda Tarkis Repentance, And the reaſon is. Cuſtome is not onely a Grave ro Bury 
the Sale in: But a Stone rolled ro the mouth of ir, tO keep irdowne. Wherefore 1 |cave this 
- Ffoth labouring to extinguiſh the light of other mens 2o0dneſf. I know inthe end he will 
"tinge his 0wne wings. - 
Onely remember, chat Warning not taken is acertaine Preſage of DeftruFion, A Man that 
; burdneth bis neckevben be is rebuked, ſhall ſwddenly be deſtroyed,and that without remedy, Prov. 
1, & 2.24.20 33. The ſonnes of Elz would not hearken unto, nor obey the voyce of 
- their Father, Why 2 Becauſe (ſaith the Texr) The L 0 R D was determined to deſtroy them, 
» Son2ihs; I know (faith the Prophet ro Amaziah) That GOD hath determined to deft roy 
- thee ; 'Becanſt thou baſt done this, and haſt not obeyed my counſel, 2 Chron. 25.16.20. 
Rur in the meanc time many ſuffer; the Godly are diſcouraged, the wicked are hardned 
. by hy falſe wreſting, and miſapplying che Scriprures. Wheretore G O D of his goodneſſe 
+ graiitytharal}falſe Prophers may be cirher inwardly Lambs ; (as they are nor) or appeare 
; Wolves, as they are, Either ro rurne their hearts from their Wolviſh condition ; or 
- to pulſcheir Sheepihin over theircares ; Thar no Fuglers may privily by theirmiſts and my- _ 
» ſteries peryentthe flock of FESVS CHRIST. | - 


By falſe'wreſting and miſapphying the Scriptare, © a3 T3 

. -» Norlet any, that feareG OD, or care forthe welfare of his C burch, in the leaſt meaſure ; 
facther their bringing in ; nor hinder cheir Caſting our of the Miniſtery: Be they wghs 

£bidren, or Nep..ewer, No, vouchſafe nor to apenthy lips for theſe Marble-hearted, an 
| Savage-minded men, ſaying ; How ſhall they and theirs live, if they be nyrned out of their Li- 
| vings ? For berrer Sra7ve, then be Fed with the Bloud of Soules. Neuher didrhe Prelates 
thinkerhis Argwnent of either Force or Weight, when they turned GODS Pakfull Min» 
fters out,and purthele Miniſters of Satan in. | re ah 

:  Belides, rhere is no Sefey for the Lambs ; but by the Death,or Removal! of the IF obvee, 
And, when rhe Seed ofthe Serpent fight againſt the Seed of the Waman : That which helps 
che one, muſt needs hure the orhes. He Threatneth the Innocent , who Spareth the Delin- 
quent, Which made G OD to rejet Saul, andrakeaway his Kingdome ; for ſhewing 
aercy to Agag, I S413, ; 

Lknow, it is not honeſt ro uſe armes, as the Brſhpps did, where the coarroverſic may be 
ended with Treaties, But there is na hope of their reclaiming, or amendment ; as we have 
found fince the Per /iament by an hundred. For you can hardly name one of rhe generation 
that have changed cheir minds, though they feared every dayto loſe their means. | confelfe 
they havea Sirong Hope ; that, if they ſtand our the lofſe ofa YVizarage gthe Biſhops, when 
they prevaile (which I hope will never be )will Prefe; them 10 a Parſonage worth Five of.je. 

Indeed ſome, (And thoſe no Smell Fooles) ar the beginning of the Parliament (when 
they had not the hopes they have nowJhave been lo Sofrned, that they have preach'd Re> 
caktation-Sermons; and profeſt wich teats in rheir eyes; rhat (ſhould rhe times change nevec 
ſo) they would now be honeſt. Bue they have preſently Hardned againc, and Fledro 0x- 
ford. Such are the Parliament;-Converts, Well may they turne to flat Popery, and there tay, 
if the rimes ſhould tume: but neyer to the Truth. For they bend their rongues like Bowes for 
lies : but they are not valiant for the Truth, Jer.g 3. 

*.  Objefs. Bur you willſay ; Peradventure theſe 4nti- Puriten Preachers, (I call them ſo, 

. Becaufe they thinke themſelves ſo, though I could cafily prove themſelves Arch-Pwitans, 
if time would-permit) have ſomething ro plead for themſelves, And ir were good to heare 
their defenſes, before we caſhicre them, . GM 

Anſwer, I confeſſe, they will help themſelves very handſomely with a Diſtinfion Tea, 
they kave deviſcd a world of fleſhly Reſins, ro maintaine and uphold conuptions: For 
they bear their braines and ſpend their wits, ro Deface GOD & Ordinances, and. Eftabli 

- their Owne af ma yrs Ong oo were any Frag” tmp Seviour C HR ISIS 
words were vcrifed, where he ſaich, If it were le, they decerve the very Elect, Ic 
15 now ;. There be ſuch Goodly Colours and Showes made and ſer wn aan 1 : 
people contefited in their ignorance. So that all is which they doe, 

- As, why doethey thus preach and raile againitthe God/y, and their preciſe waking? 

For ſooth, for the Publike utility, and the Churches ſake : for the Peace ofthe Church ; and 
for Obedience ard Good Order. When they have as great a Care of the Church (unlefie you 
call Epiſcopacy the Church) as Judas had a Care of the Poore, For di likely, That the Kne- 

7} mies of the Crefſe of CHRIST ſhould Take rare for the Church of CHRIS T? Even as 

> likely, As that The lriſh Rebels, The Engliſh Traitors, A Popiſh Army, And «ll the Theeves 

and Cur-purſes, thar are now riſen up againit the Parlzament ; thould Fight for the Lawes, 

and the Proteſtant Religion. 

I am ſure, Saint James argues otherwiſe. Whoſe words are, Doth « Founteine ſend fort!, 

at one place, ſweet water and bitter ? Can the Figt1ee, my Brethren, bring forth Olives? Either 

«Vine Figs? Socenns Founaine make both (alt water and ſweet, Jam. 3.11.12, 

Burt every agehath had many ſuch Aypocrites, The Scribes and Phariſeercry, The Tem- = 
pleof the L O R D, The Temple of the LO RD; whiles they Deſpited and Crucified the LORD 

of that Temple, The ewes colour their Envie-againſt CHR I S T,withtheir Duy to Cefar, 

And many rhe like. And the reaſon is rhis : 

Error is ſo foule an Hagge, that if it ſhould ounke the Owne Shape, Nuda Facie: Aman 

. ; - would 
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34 Of Un-preacMng Miniſters that ediffe to damnation, 
would Loath ir. If Fezabel had not painted her face, ſhe had not gotten ſo many Dotmg Av 
\ dulrererr, Thefe Wolver come evermore in Sheeps clothing, Matth. 7. 1 5.” Sub Pello Ovine} 
Lupin Rapax ; As the Frwler, by-the benefit of his Sra/krng-horſe, murders rhe Fowles, 
Mary (fairh CHRIST) battcome in my Name. Nomine-meo, non Sw. Not in their Owne 
Name : For then their words would not be raken, 
' Every man is an Hearty Patron of bis owne Aions, And it is a Deſperate Cauſe, rhat hath 
No Plea. Yeathe more Fiule any Proje@ the Fairer Vigor it ill ſeeks. Come ſee mygeale 
for the LORD of Hoſt:,Caies Fehn. His words were for the LORD : Bur his Proje was forthe 
Kingdome. And Comets make a greater b/aze, then Fixed Stars, Thoſe Monopolifts,. that 
wndoeche Common -wealth, have the moſt Coleurable Pretences ro Benefit it, Bur, as 
CHRIST faid, Qu v9s recipre : Soin eftef, Qui vos Decip?t, ime Decipit. Even the 
Cur-Purſe, when one found his hand inhis Pocket, and asked, whar ir did rhere, anſwered, 
If I had wt had more Care of your Purſe, then your ſelfe, it might have beene- gone. But if. San- 
balkat and T'biah pur in- for building of the Wall; they will Daub with untempered mor- 
far; Andir wilt prove bur a rotten peece of wgrk: For they conſult ro Caſt down CH RIST 
from bis Dignity : They bleſſe with their mouths : but curſe with their bearts, PlaL 62,4. 
0bjef. Bur in preachingagainſt Puritans, they ſpeak nor againſt any that are Relrgiom: 
Bur againſt Non conformifts, which deſervero be blamed, being a people, thar Difturb the 
Peace of the Church; Weakenthe Sinewerof Diſcipline : Are Over-Fiery, and Riixreup Con- 
Jent7on. | 
Anſw. Why then doe rhey Caſtthe Same Aſperſion upon thoſe that have nothing to doe 
with Subſcription; As Noble-men, and Gentlemen + Yea upon the Great Councell of Parlia- 
ment 2 So rhar (however they hit Scriptures to their paſſion, and pretend faire) It is a ſure 
figne, that rheir Hearts are full ofnothing bur Pure Malice, and Venomows Rarcor againſt 
All Grace and Goodneſſe. | 
Iris rue, They will neicher acknowledge their Owne Fats, nor Others: Vermes, And 
fo would berhought ro Inveigh againſt an Error on the Rr7ght hand, Tog much P7eciſeneſſe, 
Opinion of Righteuſneſſe ; and the like. - Bur their True meaning and utmoſt endeavour is, To 
Dafh all Holineſſe, and Sincerity our of Countenance, and to pluckupal Power of Religion by the 
-R oor, Aman, that Truly bates Superſtition, will nor Preſently Caſt him(ſelfe into [rreligion: 
Bur Fix upon the Mane, If Two Maſtifſes be jarring berweene themſelves, when the Beare 
eomes, They forger AU Private Strife, To Aſſaile the Common EnenyeSogiftheſe did nor Dege= 
nerate from Chriſtians, they would ſomerimcs lay afide theſe Particular Differences in judge- 
ment, touching Smell Matters: and Ser upon foule Sinnerand Wicked Praftiſes; as Swearing, 
Drunkenneſe, Profanatica of the L OR DS Day, &#c. Bur this they never doe., or nor ro 
any purpoſe. Whereas both- in their Sermons, and Books, and Diſcourſe, they doe (with 
Bong Reafons drawndom the Wiſdome of the Fleſh) Defend Non-Reſidents, Dauble-Bene- 
fe'd men: Men of no Eearating, and worſe Living inthe miniſtery : with ſundry other Abomi- 
nations 3 as Croſſes, Altars,Cringings, and the like. Now I wonder what could be thought 
- of the Pype,ifhe,being ar Fewd with England:; and ſeeing the Turk begin to invade; ſhould 
; be ſofarre fromaiding us, that he joyned with the Turk againſt us : Were he to be thoughr 
CHRISTS Friend? No ſarcly, Even (o ir is impoitible that they ſhould beare any 
LoveroG OD,pr EHR.IS T,when they are ſo farre from Aiding the Godly : That they 
Take Sins ParttheWorlds Part,and the Devils Part,againſt GOD,and che Chz/dren of GOD, 
he trrachis. They Pretend the Church, ard ſpeak of Peace, and Terme ws,.The Troublers 
ef the State. But they arethe Sole-Gavſe of alk the Ignorance and: Imprety in the Land ; and 
' of theſe wafull DiſtraFtons and Diſtempers now on foor. Reſembling thofe Infidels in the 
- Primitive Church; who would razſe mutinies, and-uprores: And then Father them upon the 
«+. Chriſtians, Or the Pouder-Traytors., who decreed.co Blow up the State ; and then Father it 
. upon the Purztans, | | | 
- Burthis will nor ſerve Another day ; whenall the Falſe Glofſes , which they put upon 
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By falſe wreſting and miſapplying the Scripture, ay © 
TheWolfe in the Fable (oh, tha it were bur a Fable ! ) when he ſees the Lamb drinking  _ » 
at the poo'e, comes Blundring mto the Water , and- Troubles it : Then Quarrels with the 
Lamb: Quare mrbaſti aquam? Why haſt thou troubled the water 2 So Ahab the Wolfe cold 
Elijah the Lamb : T hat He troubled If ael, And thus dealt Saul with David; who to colour 
his Malice the better, gave him che Epithete of an Enemy ; . told the people , That David 
ſought bis life; and Jonathan, That He bad choſen ihe ſon of Iſhar, to his ovens the confu- 
fion of bis houſe : When each man knew that Himſelſe Alone was Guilty. He is a Weak, Polt- 
tician, that knowes not how ro Guild over the Worſt Projef, with a Fazre Pretence. | 
* Objeft. But theſe Puritanicat-Preachers (ſay they) are like Birds, that-defile their owne 
Neſt; in ſo Rebuking the Sinnes ofthe Mimſtery : whereof this Charafer is a ſufficient Ins 
fance, Who may be anſwered rhus. | 
Anſw, Yee know nor how farre this Exception reachech : and againſt Whom yee ſhoot b. 
this bolt, For did not the Prophets reprove the wickedneſſe of the Prieſts? did not our $4- 
vieur CHRIST lay open the Qualities of the Scribes and Phariſees? didnot the Apoſiles 
paint out wicked Teachers, in their Colours? It isthe part of GODS ſervants, to rebuke un- 
godlineſſe, in whomſoever they find it. And incaſe Miniſters would not be Contemned ; they 
mult nor deſerve Contempt. 

Bur admit theſe men (who are Thernes in rchine Eyes, as Fob was in the Devils) were 
#:ulty, in being Over-zealows, or Over-Scrupulous; (Though the truth is, we have more need 
of Wings, then of Lead) Ir no whit Juſtifies Thee, Informers of Penal-Statutes make often 
juſt complaints: But becauſe their End is not the Corre#1on of Faults, bur Fiſhing for rhe 
Muliits, or Wreaking their Spleenes : They doe the office of Devils. Yea, how many Falſe 
Zibaes are there of Zou, who unjuſtly accuſe honeſt Mephiboſheths, To ger away their Livinge 
and Places? And ſuch our-doe Miſchrefe it ſelfe, 
 Againe, Purcafe both.thy A7me ſhould be Good, (as that man is Worſe then Madde, who 
perſecutesthar as Falſe, which he knowes to be True) Although iris Euvzdent enough ,Thou 
oppoſeſt Non- Conformitan ts either without Conſcience , or againſt Conſcience: And that this 
thy preaching ſhould produce rhe ſame cffe& thou defireſt : yet, inthe firſt place, There is 
a way( ſaith Soſomon) that ſeemet b Right unto a man: But the Iſſue thereof are-the wayes of Death. 
Pr5v. 16, 25. And, as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, He flatters himſelfe in his owne eyes , whiles bis 
mnigutty is found worthy to be bates,Pſal, 36.2. | 

z. Thatis the Higheſt and Chiefe Reaſon , that maketh for Religion and P7zety, Nor is 
that which js Evill of it ſelfe ro be ventured on for the Good, that commerh by Accident. Ir 
isa Rule in all Chriſtian Ations. That neither any Evill is to be done y that Good may come of 
#t : Nor any Good of Obligation to be Omitted, for feare, that Evill may enſue. 

_ And ſo much in Generall,of the Second Sort of Un-preaching Minifters , that. Edifie to 
Damnation, 

I ſhould conclude with an Advertiſment to Al[ſorts of Hearers. But I am Rounded in the 

lf Eare, here to Caſt Anchor. | 


| Imprimatur, Ja. Cranford. 
FINIS. 
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